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The prggent volume, which is a continuation uf 
..the author'd former work ^A Sketch of Assam,” 
is intended to describe the habits, custom* anil 
manners of the remaining wild tribes of the hills, 
vizrj Angahmee Ifagabs., Kookies, 3leekirs, and 
Rengmn Xngohs, with whom a lengthened r asi¬ 
de-nee rendered him intimately acquainted. 

The adventures and travels will also illustrate 
the life of an officer in the civil employ in 
Assam r The work concludes with a statistical 
account of the amount and made of reuliiiiiiig the 
revenue, and the physical and moral condition of 
the people of the district of Xow-Gong L . As the 
Indian Government has been pleased to allow the 
author to derive his information from official 
correspondence; its authenticity may be relied on, 
anti he entertains a hope that lais labours will 
not bo deemed uninteresting or Tftlaeless. 
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TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES IN ASSA1T. 


PART L 

an mmmm in the higiiusds of assart. 


CHAPTER I. 

IutK>duttiflri^-rWsiuifj= ap the BurrcMpMUer— Dutis nf a Civil 
efllicr in Amiro^-A night ill the JlUUjlc—A- aavel rift—Dm- 

SSKU13 situ*linnA flUKIBJftl rtltpfflK—Itcmnv&I to UairvCang— 
PfPptTStLgn fur ui MpedlliMl [utd Ilia Angntunct SJ^pili caunttj. 

In the year 1641, it was my good fortune to be 
appointed to the Civil branch of the service as an 
Assistant to the Agent to the Governor-General, 
North-East Frontier, Assam ^ and after a residence 
of about thrive years in Lower Assam, in the month 
of February, 1S44, I was placed in charge of the 
Hill tribes subject to the Political Agent of Upper 
Ajhtcq- Here, again, it fell to my lot to take 
up my residence with my family at the desolate 
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TRAVELS IN AS8AM. 

and remote station of Soikwah, on the banks ot 
the Burrompooter. 

A dreary trip of six weeks’ tracking 1 up against 
a rapid stream, with heavy west-country boats, 
brought us to ouv destination in the month of 
April. On our arrival we were fortunate in meeting 
with a small bungalow, made of bamboos, grass, 
and reed walls; but it was void of the luxury of a 
door or glass window. Having frequently before 
felt the discomfort of being without windows, I hod 
learned experience, and took the precaution of carry¬ 
ing‘with me, wherever I went, two windows, one 
for a sitting and one for a bed-room. The rainy 
season being close at hand, we made ourselves as 
comfortable as circumstances would admit, by 
laying down bamboo mats to protect us from the 
damp earth floor; and having plastered the outside 
reed walls with mud, wc vainly imagined we wore 
securely sheltered for some time to come. But we 
know not what n day may bring forth. 

In June, the Burrompooter river begun to 
undermine the bank on which our house was 
built; and though we were one hundred and fifty 
yards distant from the brink or edge of the bank, 
the current was so strong that in ft few days it 
rapidly advanced upon us, sweeping away ten 
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puces of the bank three or four times in the course 
of the day, and aa a stupendous mass of earth 
fell with ft eitiih into the bosom of the stream, 
denuding 1 on our ears like the report of cannon, wc 
received n timely warning to effect our retreat. 
The river at Inst came within thirty paces of our 
door, and being doubtful whether the house would 
remain on dry land another night, we hastily 
decamped will] all our baggage to the residence of 
the Commandant of Mia post further in the rear 
to the south, nearer to the jungle, nud thankful 
were we for the shelter thus afforded us, till vi'c 
prepared a room as a temporary arrangement at 
one end of the Kutchcry, or court for public busi¬ 
ness, A week after wc left our abode, the site of 
on r old house waft i» the middle of the ri rer j 
and we had not been many days in onr new dwell¬ 
ing, when we were again destined to he summarily 
ousted, Tiie river continued to advance and cut 
away the bunk; wc, therefore, hind no alternative 
but to retreat further inland close to a dense 
forest, and erect a small hut or house; in (lie beat 
way we could, sis paces from Colonel White's 
grave, which was the only cleared high ground 
available for a dwelling. 

It was in the midst of the rainy season (July); 

it £ 
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TRAT*L8 IN ASSAM. 


torrents of rain fell daily, and the country being 
inundated, reeds could with difficulty be procured for 
the walls of our new abode, and we were in the ut¬ 
most apparent discomfort. W e had erected a two- 
sided grass roof, and put the kannts, or sides of 
our tent, round the posts, to answer the purpose of 
walls; but wc were so happy in escaping to the 
jungles beyond the reach of the merciless river, 
that wo thought nothing of discomfort; on the 
contrary, we diligently employed our time in im¬ 
proving our position, and in a few days we felt as 
settled and comfortable us we should have been in 
the best brick house in Assam. 

As past experience had taught us never to repine 
nt what cannot be helped, we only enjoyed the 
more the comforts Providence had placed within 
our reach. That a soldier should he exposed and 
suffer privation is a matter of course, and always 
expected; but when I saw a lady and child put to 
these shifts, without a house, exposed to the wind 
and rain day and night, in the midst of the rainy 
season, and in what has been truly termed a howl¬ 
ing, desolate wilderness, I could not help thinking 
how many English wives too little know what they 
enjoy at home; and that in order to be grateful, 
and to duly appreciate the comforts of life, it is 


DUTIES OF A CIVII, OFFlCEli. 


necessary to be deprived of them for a time, when 
we become sensible of the happiness ulresitly en¬ 
joyed, hut hitherto not sufficiently valued. 

The onerous nod responsible duties of a MHitary 
officer in Civil employ in Assam can scarcely be 
imagined; he is expected to do everything. The 
Principal Assistant of a District is Judge) Magis¬ 
trate, and Collector. For si* months in the year 
3m is constantly travelling about the country, in¬ 
specting roads, causing them to be repaired, open¬ 
ing new ones, instituting local fiscal inquiries from 
v ill age to village, enduring great fatigue, exposed 
to many perils from cbm ate, wild beaats, and 
demi-suvages in tlic liilla. In one tour well do 
I recollect an incident that hefel me after a long 
day's march, on reaching my encampment close 
to u Thonnnh or Police outpost. I had made 
myself comfortable for the night in a Snug little 
travelling lent by about ten P. m. A violent storm, 
attended with heavy rain, bail, lightning, and 
thunder, come on. It was a dismally cold and 
wet night, and I was congratulating myself on my 
good fortune in having brought a capital tent, 
when, suddenly, a shrill shriek from the riding 
and baggage elephants made me nwftrfl tint they 
had become alarmed, and had fled to the jungle, 
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The roar of the elements, however, was so great 
that no orders could be given for their capture; 
for every servant had taken refuge from the storm 
in the huts in the market or village. At this 
moment a sudden gust of wind blew down my 
tent upon my bed; I was compelled to crawl out 
and make the best of my way, through torrents of 
rain, to the Police outpost or Thannah, which was 
close by. 

On entering the building I was astonished to 
see the whole establishment of Ticklahs, or Police¬ 
men, unconcernedly sitting round a log wood fire 
on the ground. I had scarcely joined this snug 
party, and exchanged my net clothes for a dry 
sheet to wrap round me, when the building was, 
by a sudden gust of wind, blown to the ground, 
and we all escaped uninjured under the platform 
or chnugs erected round the room as seats. Luckily 
the roof did not fall flat, or we should have been 
crushed to death. Our peril, however, was very 
great; we could not extricate ourselves, and there 
was every prospect of the roof catching fire, and 
of our being burnt to death. We succeeded in 
partly smothering the flames by scraping up the 
earth floor with our hands, and throwing it on the 
fire; still the horror of our position was dreadful; 
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every flash of lightning showed us too vividly the 
danger we were in, and tlia darkness succeeding 
the lightning rendered nil efforts to escape unavail¬ 
ing. In this interval of despair we at last dis*- 
covered a smalt hole in the roof, hy which we all 
effected our escape, deeply grateful for Our mira¬ 
culous preservation in not being - crushed by the 
falliug building, or reduced to cinders by a roaring 
log wood fire. The next morning the elephants 
were found and captured on the other side of the 
Boren Dulling river, having fled in the hailstorm 
and swum across the river, though their tegs were 
bound with heavy chains. 

Shortly after this adventure I was called on to 
return to Central Assam, to assume temporary 
charge of the Tempore Division, and, us weat- 
country boats are seldom met with in Upper 
Assam, I had no alternative but to convey my 
baggage down the Burrompooter by some other 
expedient- I accordingly procured two canoes, 
tied them together, and, constructing it tolerable 
sized raft, put the whole of mv traps on it, and 
set out without a dny + s delay. For my own ac¬ 
commodation the common Jthelnao, or pleasure- 
boat of the country, was all 1 desired, which being 
about fifty feet long and three and a half feet 
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wide, with a grass roof over a portion forming a 
sleeping berth, and only permitting a reclining or 
sitting posture, sufficed for a rapid journey of 200 
miles. 

All went well for the first day, excepting that I 
parted company with the baggage raft. The next 
night the boatmen and servants slept on the open 
sand which formed the bed of the river in the rains, 
and the boat being apparently securely fastened to 
a stake driven in on the edge of the river, I retired 
to rest at an early hour. In the middle of the 
night I was awakened by the bubbling noise of 
water and the rolling motion of my boat, and, on 
getting up to see what was the matter, I found I 
was drifting down the middle of the Burrompooter, 
rapidly passing prostrate trees and stumps, and 
that I had only one servant asleep in the front part 
of the boat, and he, like myself, knew not how 
to swim. 

In this dilemma there was no time to be lost ; I 
accordingly put on my red woollen nightcap and 
pea-coat, seixed a paddle, and set to work and rowed 
most heartily, placing the servant in the stern of 
the boat to steer with an oar. In an hour, how¬ 
ever, the skin peeled off my hands, and, for a while, 
I wus obliged to bide my fate with patience, and 




A EAKOEHOUS SITUATION* 0 

iratch the progress of the boat aa she drifted past 
prostrate trees, and whirled round end round in the 
numerous eddies* or whirlpools, which render the 
Burrom pouter so dangerous* As our safety* bow- 
ever* depended on toy exertions to reach the shore* 
in a few r minutes I again set to wort with my paddle 
or oar* and, after the night was nearly gone* I at 
laat had the satisfaction of seeing* that i was near 
the high hank of Dikhoo Mookh. Another quarter 
of an hour’s struggle enabled me to bring the boat 
under the hank, hat the current was so rapid that 
I could not bring to* or atop the boat* and for soma 
time I was io imminent danger of being emailed 
to death under the bank* which frequently fell in 
with an awful report or crash. Nevertheless* the 
danger of the open river was equally bad ; so, as 
a laat resource* 1 mn the head of the boat on the 
first projecting point of the bunk we met with* ami* 
instantly jumping on shore* fastened a rope round 
a 1 * 001 . of a tree and brought my boat to for 
the night* 

The next morning I fired a gun* and my servants? 
and boatmen* who were left behind on die sand 
hank* having procured a canoe* joined me through 
the fog* wondering how I had escaped so perilous 
u night's journey caused by Ikon* carelessness in 
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not fastening my boat securely. My baggage 
raft was still less fortunate, for it was wrecked in 
a storm on the sand bank at Besbnautb. Some 
of my baggage was lost, and all that was saved 
was much damaged. My little stock of books 
bad now been drenched in both the Ganges and 
Burrompooter, in following me in my travels 
through India. In these wild, remote lands, where 
books are our greatest friends, for once I felt my 
comforts had been abridged on this occasion, and, 
on first hearing of the incident, my equanimity 
was somewhat tried; but, having reached the cud 
of my journey, Tezpore, the discomforts of the 
trip were soon forgotten. 

After a few months' residence at Tezpore, on 
the north bank of the Burrompooter, it was again 
my fortune to be removed to the permanent charge 
of the Now-Gong District in Southern Central 
Assam. I received the order in the month of 
August, in the midst of the rainy season j and the 
centre of the valley, about thirty miles wide, having 
to be crossed, and being under water, there was 
no way of joining my new station except by boats, 
and these were not procurable. In this dilemma, 
we, ns usual, had recourse to our khel-nao, or 
plensuro-boat, which we roofed in for eighteen 
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rind thus formed two rooms three and a half 
feet wide by nine feet Jong, and three feat high. 
As I was accompanied by my wife and a child of 
three }*enrs old, there wna little room to spare j 
however, as we were not accustomed to make 
mountains of molehills, we act out, after two days’ 
preparation, and were actually four days, by a 
circuitous route, in reaching- the station of Mow- 
Gong;. 

Kever shall wo forgot what we endured from 
thf: bent and musqtrftos; the thermometer had 
risen to ninety-six degrees, and the famed KuUuiijy 
] L iver swarmed with musquitos; ami, as we were 
not able once to put foot on shore, we were well 
nigh devoured by tile voracious and venomous 
insects. Wo were literally scarred f rotft ! lt , ai i t0 
loot with eores5 but out of evil good is produced 5 
we enjoyed only the more the comfort of a mud 
plastered house without doors or windows, and 
conceived we had good reason to be grateful that 
tile trial of patience had been but of short dura¬ 
tion, and that n store of contentment was laid in 
likely to endure for some time to come. 

During a period of twenty-seven years’ service 
il lias seldom been my lot to enjoy, at one place, an 
undisturbed residence of more than n few months 3 
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some service or other has always kept me, T may 
say, nearly in perpetual motion. The permanent 
charge of a division, however, seemed to present a 
fair chance of becoming stationary at last. I had 
scarcely assumed charge of the division, when the 
vision vanished j orders suddenly came enjoining 
me to be prepared to conduct a military^ expedition 
into the Angahmee Nagah country, bordering on the 
territory of Muneepoor and Burmah. The object 
of the expedition was to meet the Angahmee Nagnh 
chiefs, and, by a conciliatory intercourse, to prepare 
them to co-operate with me in repressing their 
annual murderous and marauding incursions against 
our more peaceable subjects; to survey and map 
the tract of country in question, and to open a 
regular communication with Muneepoor and Now- 
Gong, through the Angahmee country tr id Dhee- 
mnhpoor, Sumokhoo-Ting, Poplongmaee, and Yang, 
which would facilitate trade, improve the condition 
of the hill tribes, and eventually lead to the aban¬ 
donment of savage habits, and the peaceable and 
prosperous settlement of this barbarous tribe. 

Although naturally fond of excitement and ad¬ 
ventures, I cannot say I felt much joy in being 
nominated to conduct such a missiou, for I was 
aware there would be great fatigue in marching on 
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foot through a mountoinoos, wooded country, and 
that I should suffer considerable exposure both by 
night find day, through the extremes of tempera! Lira 
from heat to cold, coupled with mine personal 
Hanger, mid, wans then all, with the best intentions 
hml rlie utmost zeal, I might still fail to carry out 
the views of Government, However, as die life of a 
soldier consists in prompt obedience, I gat to work 
cheerfully to make such arrangements fie the nature 
of my journey required. I immediately made up n 
small tout seven feet by nine ; laid in a supply of 
provisions, consisting of rice, dal, salt, &c., and 
other necessaries for the detachment and coolies, 
and sent off the whole stock from Gclnghaut up the 
river Dhunseeree to Dheemahpwr, from which post 
I determined on entering the hill?, 

A company of a hundred men of the 2nd Assam 
Light Infantry formed my escort under the com¬ 
mend of a lieutenant; an apothecary to attend the 
sick, a9 well as an uncoven anted sub'GssLBtjmt sur¬ 
veyor, completed our party. On the SQtb November, 
1845, we marched from. Now-Gong, and the daily 
incidents that hefel us till we returned home will 
now be extracted from the daily journal of the tour. 
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CHAPTER II. 

8tarti»g of tlic expedition—An extraordinary shot—Difficulty of 
progression—A vbit to Toolccmm Scnaputtcc—Dcoeription of his 
territory—Ui» life and adventure*—Internal feud*—Tlic Juki- 
moonah rapids—Tlic ruined city of Dhcemabpoor. 

20f/t, 21 st .—The two first marches to Koteen- 
tollce and Dubboka, about twenty-four miles, were 
through n level country, studded with flourisliing 
and populous villages and gardens, and intersected 
by streams and lnrge lakes. We passed through 
immense sheets of fine rice cultivation, and here 
and there small patches of sugar-cane. 

Q 2 nd. — At'half past seven a.m., we left Dubboka 
aud crossed the Juinmoonnh river in small boats to 
tbe south bank inToolecram Sennputtee's territory, 
and at once entered tree jungle, which we traversed 
for some miles. We then passed the two small, 
wretched looking villages of Katkutea and Deohore, 
situated in extensive plains of high reed jungle, but 
only a few acres of land were brought under culti¬ 
vation. Although the distance to Howrah-ghat, our 


Alf EXTRAORDINARY SHOT. 15 

encampment, was only ten milee, wo were five 
houi'ft 031: tho road, as, in, many places, wo were 
obliged to cut open a footpath through the dense 
high reed jungle to enable us to got along at nil. 
Oji loathing Ilowrah-ghat we waded through the 
Junnnoonah river knee deep, and wen snugly 
hooW in s few grafts huts hastily erected tor our 
accommodation in the vicinity of the village on 
the north bank of the Juittmoonoh. 

In the afternoon. Lieutenant Campbell, seeing 
innumerable trucks of wild animals, deer, elephants, 
buffaloes, and rhinoceroses, mounted Ids elephant 
for a little sport; he had scarcely left the comp, 
when hu suddenly come upon two rhinoceroses, ill 
the midst of miry reed jungle twenty feet high. 
With great dexterity he instantly fired two idiots 
ut the animal nearest him, and, by ft happy accident, 
the hall not only passed through the head of the 
animal aimed at, hut lodged in the head of another 
rhinoceros standing close- by it; wlien, to hia sur¬ 
prise, Loth animals fell dead on the spot- One 
rhinoceros having fallen on the legs of the other, 
Lieutenant Campbell was firmly convinced that Elis 
first shot missed and the second ball proved fatal to 
both animals; it seems almost incredible, but there 
je. tlo reason to doubt the fact. 
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23 rd .—We were five hours to-day in reaching 1 
Knchooamaree, a distance of about ten miles; our 
path was rough, winding, and difficult, through 
thick tree forest and high grass or reeds unvaried 
by the signs of cultivation or villages; and the 
ground in many places being still very miry, the 
effluvium from the rotten vegetation was most offen¬ 
sive. As Tooleeram Sennputtee’s residence was only 
a mile and a half from our encampment on the 
banks of the Juinmoonoh, we proceeded to pay him 
a visit. After wading through a very high reed 
jungle, we at last came to his dwelling, a wretched 
grns9 hut situated on the edge of a tank choked 
with rank weeds, in the middle of an extensive and 
poorly cultivated grass plain. A few straggling 
huts, inhabited by Cacharees and dependants of 
Senoputtce, formed all that could be called a village; 
a few pigs, fowls, and ducks, were wandering about, 
but there were no signs of comfort around any of 
the huts; no gardens or enclosures; all appeared 
poverty-stricken, os well ns sickly, in this wilder¬ 
ness of jungle 

Tooleeram Senaputtee, an infirm old man, was 
clothed in the meanest cotton garb, and looked 
more like a skeleton than a living being. He 
received me with civility, and, as he has experienced 
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greiH vicissitudes in life, I cannot refrain from 
noticing them, to show how principalities are not 
unfrequenfly formed in India, 

The extent of country intimated to Die rule of 
Tooleeram and his two 50115 , Tfookoolram and 
Biijnatk, is about 2,1130 square mi lea, being neatly 
one-fourth of the district of Now-Gong, eontaUi- 
in"j ljs far as we am loam* forty-four small 
villages, of l^OiS grass huts; calculating five 
person £ to each Tiutj the population may he as¬ 
sumed at o^315 souls,— the net revenue from 
whom would be 004 ra. 10 as, Koheedan, the 
father of Tooieemro, was a hlndinutgarj butler 
or table servant, of Jiriseo thunder, Rajah of 
Cacbnr. Shortly after Ills death, in the rergn 
of his brother Gobiud Chumler, Rajah of Gacliar, 
Itohacdan was appointed to some situation of 
trust lo the bills, where lie rebelled, and endea¬ 
voured to form an independent kingdom; but the 
Rnjjali of Gnchar, the late Gobiud Chunder, caused 
him to be inveigled to Dhurrumpoor, and there 
assassinated. At that time Tooleeram wan a 
ehuprnssec in GobindOhuLLdeA service, and, seeing 
liis life wcls in danger, he instantly fled to the hills, 
where he defended himself most successfully against 
several attempts made to reduce him. 


c 


18 


TRAVELS IN ASSAM. 


Tooleernm took part in the invasion of Cachar 
by the Burmese in 1824, and after the peace, when 
Gobind Chunder was restored to his throne and 
country, Tooleerara still retained possession of the 
mountains, in spite of every attempt made to expel 
him from his fastnesses. In 1828, Tooleeram, feel¬ 
ing himself infirm, intrusted the command of his 
followers to Gobind Ham, his cousin, by whom 
Gobind Chunder’s troops were defeated in their 
last attempt on the hills, but Tooleeram was not 
allowed to reap the fruits of the victory. His 
cousin, Gobind Ham, although reared from infancy 
by Tooleeram, now ungratefully requited his kind¬ 
ness ; he took possession of his principality, and 
compelled Tooleeram to take refuge in Jynteea. 

In July, 1829, Gumbhir Sing gave Tooleeram a 
party of Muneepoorees, by whose assistance he was 
enabled to expel his ungrateful cousin, who theu fled 
to Dhurrumpoor and eutered into allegiance with 
Rajah Gobind Chunder. About this time, to termi¬ 
nate these intestine dissensions, the late Mr. D. 
Scott, agent to the Governor-General, obliged 
Gobiud Chunder to make a cession to Tooleeram 
of a certain extent of country, which we agreed to 
keep him in possession of. After Gobind Chunder’s 
murder in 1830, Tooleeram went to Cachar, when 
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his cousin Gobind Ham again took possession of his 
country, He wna, however, quickly reinstated 
without resorting; to arms, by the interference of 
the Superintendent of Oaelinr. In June, 1S31, he 
wflB once move attacked by the follower® of Gobiud 
Bam and the Hanses, nnd narrowly escaped with 
his life. In Coeharj Tooleeram is held, in very low 
estimation, portly because it is supposed he was 
implicated in the murder of Gobind Chunder, end 
partly on account of his low origin j for people ire 
naturally not well pleased at seeing a chuprassee 
made a rajah. IIs has never received the title of 
rajah cither from the people or our Government. 
Of htc years he has pretended to be descended 
from siu old lino of prince® anterior to tlie late 
chief of Cad]ar; but hie pretensions rest Solely 
On the assertion of himself and his friends, and 
such a claim was not heard of before the year 183l>, 
His two sons, Wookoolrnm and Brijuath, are on 
the most bitter terms of enmity, as the younger, 
Brijnnth, ran away with Ills elder brother Ivockool- 
rnm's wife, and the woman has children by the 
younger, as well ns by the elder, brother. Noo- 
koolrftm was bent on destroying liis brother j but 
the old man interfered, and this catastrophe is 
probably postponed till the demise of the fn flier. 
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Tooleeram* receives a monthly peusion of fifty 
rupees from the British Government, and pays 
490 rupees tribute instead of the three maunds and 
twenty seers of ivory, or eight elephants’ tusks, 
formerly given. 

In 1833, Tooleeram, having executed two per¬ 
sons supposed to be British subjects, was tried at 
Gowohattee for murder, but at that, time ho was nu 
independent chief, and had undoubtedly the power 
of life and death ; and, as the persons appeared 
to have conspired against his life, and were not 
British subjects, he was acquitted, but his authority 
has since been restricted to the fiscal management 
of his territory and the settlement of petty disputes. 
All heinous offences are tried by the officer in 
charge of the zillah of Now-Gong. Tooleeram does 
not keep up any military or police force, and his 
power is very limited; his two sons now jointly 
manage the country, but the time may not be far 
distant, when the British Government may be 
under the. necessity of taking it under its own pro¬ 
tection, and pensioning off the two sons, a policy 
that is hi every way to be desired if the welfare of 
the people is consulted. At present it is a serious 
obstacle to the settlement of the Nagah territory, 

* Tooktram Sen*puttee died 12th October, 1M0. 
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and the extension of our subjects towards the 
southern frontier.* 

Q5tk .—On leaving 1 Itajchooamrtree, we had ft 
dreary march of fifteen miles through ft dense tree 
jungle and some plains of high gross* and were seven 
hours in reaching our encampment at the foot of 
the Jummoonah rapids or falls* called Seelbhetnb, 
The Oooliea cams into camp about sunset with our 
baggage and provisions* when the camp became 
a ecem* of activity* every cue exerting himself 
heartily to cooh his dinner. The scenery here is 
very wild* nnd the fall of the river over a ledge of 
rocks between a narrow gorge of low hills cannot 
he less than sixty or seventy feet* with y noise that 
can he heard at n great distance* nnd f after its fftli* 
os it dashes over innumerable boulders for a dis¬ 
tance of n hundred and fifty yards, the gloomy 
scenery around is divested of its monotony, and the 
traveller feels a pleasurable excitement which lie 
would not exchange fertile comforts of the fire-aide 
at home. At night in the dart forest* two or three 
hundred little fires of the troop and Coolies blazing 
forth on tha bonks of the foaming river presented ft 
most animated scene. Up to this point, small 
canoes navigate the jummoonnh river* and on our 
* Sm AppciKlift A. 
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day’s march many little huts were met with on the 
banks of the river, occupied by traders waiting- for 
the Meekira and other hill tribes to bring down 
their cotton to sell or barter for salt. Above the 
waterfalls, the river appeared very deep, and the 
current slow; boats arriving at the foot of the rapids 
are occasionally unloaded and dragged through the 
jungle, and are again launched upon the river a 
short distance above the waterfalls. 

26M.—On this day, we were four hours travelling 
through much the same sort of uninhabited, dense 
tree and grass jungle, till we reached the little vil¬ 
lage of Mohung Deehooa, on the north bank of the 
' J ummoonah. As the river was only three feet deep, 
we waded through it twice, and most of us being 
wet, our pace was increased to enjoy the comfort of 
a change of dry clothes. In the afternoon, a few 
Rengmah Nagahs visited us, and presented a fowl 
and a little rice, for which civility, we gave them a 
bottle of spirituous liquor, which they prized more 
than money or any other remuneration. 

27th .—Having risen at our usual hour of four 
A M., to allow time for the troops and Coolies to cook 
and cat their breakfast before starting, we set out 
at seven, and reached the Burjoree, a small stream, 
in six hours—distance 16 miles. The whole route 
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wae through a dark* dfunp^ chilly* gloomy forest 
with small undulating hills* and neither the thy nor 
sun was aeon throughout the day* Our road waa a 
more footpath* and the forest so thick that we 
could not eee ton paces before us. On reaching our 
camping ground* by the aid of the Coolies we cut 
down the jtingle, and quickly erected* with the 
brnnehea of trees and leaves, little eheds or huts for 
ourselves-* Slpahees, Coolies, and servants* and 
having served out provisions to the whale, and 
secured the camp against any sudden surprise* we 
retired to rest* rather disgusted with our position, 
but glad it was no worse. 

08/A.“The distance travelled to-day to DUaemah- 
poor was fifteen miles* which occupied* as yester¬ 
day* si* hours, We crossed numerous small tow 
hills* but the ascents and descents were easy, and the 
footpath tolerably open. The Forest was of pre¬ 
cisely the same character as yesterday; not a 
vestige of any habitation or a human being was seen 
between Mohung Dehooa and Dheemahpoor* a dis¬ 
tance of thirty miles. A more dreary and desolate 
wilderness I seldom traversed in any part of Assam. 
It seemed totally devoid of man* beasts, or birds j 
a death-like stillness everywhere prevailed* broken 
only by the occasional barking or halloo of the ooluck 
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or ape. As our view was confined to a few paces 
before us, while the earth was excessively damp—- 
the sun not having pierced the forest, probabty, for 
half a century—we felt n little depressed, and all 
hailed with joy the Dhunseeree river, at this 
season of the year about thirty yards wide, and 
navigable for small canoes till December, as far os 
Dheemahpoor. After erecting some small huts in 
the vicinity of the Now-Gong police-militia stockade, 
on the banks of the Dhunseeree, we soon made 
ourselves comfortable for the night. 

During our 6tay at this spot we were all much 
interested and struck with the ruins of the old 
city of Dheemahpoor, on the banks of the Dhun¬ 
seeree river. It is traditionally believed that this 
ancient city was founded in tho reign of Chukur- 
doz, Rajah of Assam, who died according to the 
Assamese historians, at Gher-Gong, in the year 
1003, after a reign of seven years. The entrance 
gateway of the old fort is still tolerably perfect; 
it is built of brick and mortar, but is now much 
injured by trees growing out of the walls.. After 
passing through the gateway into the fort, we met 
with two rows of thirty curious round sandstone 
pillars, carved with representations of the lotus 
flower; then two rows of fifteen square pillars. 
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roughly carved with figures of peacocks, tigers, 
deer, and elephants. Many of the pillars are 
broken and prostrate. The rows of pillars arc fifty- 
five feet wide and two hundred and thirty-six feet 
long $ ten feet between each pillar, and twelve feet 
between each row. Taking the average height of 
the square pillars at eighteen feet, twelve above 
and six under ground, and five feet square, the 
weight of each of these stones, when quarried, was 
not less than seven hundred and twenty-nine 
maunds, or about twenty tons. The largest round 
pillar is thirteen feet high and six feet six inches 
in diameter ; one of the smallest is ten feet high, 
and three feet nine inches in diameter. Whether 
the pillars ever supported a roof I could not dis¬ 
cover from any signs or vestige of its having been 
enclosed. 

The pillars are brown, or rather black, from 
exposure to the elements, and they are so soft that 
they can easily be cut with a knife, and break off 
in pieces with the slightest blow; which would 
lend to the inference that they were made on the 
spot from some composition of sand and other in¬ 
gredients, ns it does not seem practicable to convey 
such enormous masses of stone from the Nagah 
hills, which are distant from this spot thirteen 
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miles. Each pillar is supposed to have been the 
appointed Beat of a grandee according to bis rant. 
It is said that every year, on a fixed day, all the 
nobles assembled in this hall of audience, and a 
human being ivae decapitated between two square 
pillars in tho centre of the ball before the assem¬ 
bly, as a sacrifice to appease the wrath of the 
Deity. On the west side of the JJhuusccree, near 
the fart, there is a large tank completely choked 
with grass jungle, and surrounded by five nohor 
trees. On the eastern bunk of the Dhunseeree 
there are four large tanks also surrounded by fin 
almost impenetrable jungle, rendering it very dif¬ 
ficult to approach them. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Establiihmcnt of a station on the Dec boo river—A daj in the water— 
Vuit to the Chief of Kojapo-mah—Martial cxcrciac* of the Nagain 
—The cook i» taken ill—A bivouac in the jungle—Arrival at 
More mail—Hospitality of the Nagahi—A di plom atic, conference— 
Vigil to tho village—Description of the home* and their internal 
economy. 

From the 28th November to the 5th December, 
we were busily occupied in cutting open a foot¬ 
path through a dense forest to the Deeboo river, 
and clearing a piece of ground to encamp on at 
the foot of the Sumokhoo-Tiug range of hills. Three 
hundred Coolies daily carried up supplies of rice, 
dall, salt, oil, &c., to our depAt, near Rojapo-mab, 
on the banks of the Deeboo river, as we intended to 
make this point the base of our operations. Tbi9 
being effected, we marched to the entrance of 
the gorge or pass east of Sumokhoo-Ting on 
the 5th, and encamped in an open plain of 
high juugle in little grass huts at two p. m., 
after crossing over to the right bank of the 
Deeboo river. 
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Ct h. —Setting out from our encampment at 
eight A- h*, we if ended oar way along the eastern 
bank of the Deeboo river, over »£09 high precipices 
cod many steep acclivities, for two miles; but at 
last there was no possibility of climbing over the 
perpendicular lodges of rock in our front; we were 
obliged, therefore* to take to the river, cmd a 
ludicrous scone occurred- It was a bitterly cold 
day, and r slight drilling rain was fulling; to add 
to our discomfort, the water was two anti three 
feet deep, extremely cold, and running with ex¬ 
treme rapidity over a atony both The Sip&hees, 
cud alt of us indeed, immediately relieved oun- 
selves of our browsers, which each threw' over his 
shoulders, one leg dangling em ench side ae fur as 
the breast, and with short Cotton drawers nod 
naked feet we all cheerfully entered the water, 
and crawled along slowly' for a mile and a half. 
On each aide the bants were very precipitous, and 
many bluff high projections were surmounted with 
the utmost difficulty. The rolling atones in the 
bed of the river were ns slippery aa glass, and 
some of tlm boulders were particularly sharp, 
cutting our feet like n knife. Scarcely one of 11 s 
got along without an unhappy fail; but no mat¬ 
ter who fell, whether officers, Sipahees, or Coolies, 
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hearty shouts and laughter repeatedly proclaimed 
that another luckless wight had fallen, and had 
been saved the trouble of a bath. No one heeded 
the sufferings that we were obliged to endure, for 
all were anxious to quit the bed of the river as 
quickly as possible. We hud now been n long 
time in the water, and our progress seemed ex¬ 
ceedingly slow, and wc were becoming excessively 
cold, and shook to such a degree that we could 
hardly stand; hut we persevered, and. at last 
quitted the river, put on our clothes hastily, and 
trudged over a succession of low hills for three 
miles and five furlongs, which brought us to our 
encampment on the west bank of the Deeboo river, 
near Rojnpo-mah. Our feet were terribly lace¬ 
rated and bruised by walking barefooted over the 
rolling stones; and few of us, in a long life pro¬ 
bably, will easily forget the pain and suffering of 
this day’s march. 

In the evening, the chief of Rojapo-mnli came 
into camp and presented a few cotton cloths as a 
present. In return I gave him a bottle of brandy 
and saw him dear out of camp, with which con¬ 
descension ho was quite delighted; but, being 
still apparently suspicious of his safety, I perceived 
that he kept turning round every minute to sec if 
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any one was pursuing him. A few hours enabled 
ns to erect small huts for the Coolies, Sipaheea, and 
ourselves, and, as the rain had &ot in heavily, wo 
passed that evening over a good log-wood fire, 
though almost suffocated by tha smoke, 

7(A.—We were in a watched predicament to-day, 
as we oould not leave our lenity frail huts. e 
appeared enveloped in darkness, even at noonday, 
and a drizzling rain never ceased. We made huge 
fires with wet wood, and were nearly blinded and 
almost suffocated by the smoke; but the cold 
driving wind, and excessive dampness of the 
atmosphere and ground, were very trying; more 
particularly as many of us were laid. up with severe 
odds from walking in the river Peeboo for w many 
hours on the previous day ; nevertheless, the whole 
party was in good spirits, and no grumbling voices 
vrere beard. 

Sf&,—In the course of the day the sun came out, 
and several of out party proceeded to pay the chief 
of the village of EojiipO“mah a visit, who resided 
only about a mile and a half distant from camp. 
They were all treated with great civility, and the 
chief invited them into big house, and offered theca, 
out of a trough placed in the middle of the house, 
n ladlo of fermented liquor as thick ns mud, the 
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smell of which was quite sufficient to debar them 
from partaking of the proffered cheer. I was 
much amused by the action and gesture made by 
the chief on his being asked by me to allow his 
children to go to Now-Gong to be taught in our 
schools. He declined the offer, and said that he 
would rather part with his life than his sons, though 
I promised good treatment and plenty of handsome 
cornelian beads, the first consideration with a 
Nogah. The chief got up several times to 
reply to questions put to him through our inter¬ 
preters, and evinced much fear of our having a 
design of kidnapping his sons; but, after quitting 
m\* presence, they presently returned to camp to 
gratify their curiosity and barter something with 
the camp followers, and their suspicions seemed 
considerably abated. 

In the vicinity of Rojapo-mah great numbers of 
tea trees were observed growing luxuriantly in the 
jungle, some twelvo or fourteen feet high; but we 
did not discover that the Nagahs ever drink tea. 
We were unsuccessful in collecting tea seeds; for, 
although the Nagahs have no use for them, and are 
ignorant of their value, this was not the case with 
the pigs, for the shells were seen in abundance 
under the trees. The afternoon wns passed in 
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receiving i-ishe from the chiefs, find accepting their 
presents of elephants 1 tuglra, spears, and cotton 
cloths, fis tribute, or mark of allegiance to the 
British Government, We were much amused by 
the Nhgnhs performing their martial exercises for 
our diveraion, and throwing the spear as if in 
action with an enemy. They are particularly 
dexterous in holding the spear in the hand, 
spinning it round with great rapidity, and then 
suddenly throwing it with considerable precision 
at an object fifteen or twenty paces distant, 
1 1 alluding* yelling^ and jumping about with the 
greatest agility, as if in the presence of a foe, 

9fA,—Leaving a guard with our provisions in 
eamp, near ftojapc-mnb, we rose early to adjust 
the loads of the two hundred Coolies who carried 
our baggage and provisions, and; by nine A.U., each 
porter having received hisfload of about twenty 
seers, or forty pounds, and arranging them in, a 
long row in rear of the main body of our force, we 
pursued onr course up tiie stony bed of the Deeboo 
river, for six miles in and out of the water, noble 
and knee deep, over slippery rolling atones and 
immense boulders, for upwards of five hours. The 
latter part of tile route was over sonic gentle 
ascents and descents, through thick tree jungle. 
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till we reached the long- high hill on which 
Chcereh-mah was formerly situated. We then de¬ 
scended into an open rice valley which had just 
been reaped. Here, by the side of the roaring 
rivulet, the Decboo (for it had now become a 
small stream), we encamped for the night, having 
only progressed nine miles in about seven hours. 
Throughout this day’s march wo were compelled to 
keep to the bed of the river, for the country was 
so impenetrable from high grass and tree jungle j 
but, if we had delayed a few days till a path had 
been cut, we should have been saved much suffering 
in walking in the water for so many hours with 
bare feet. 

lOfA.—Just as we were preparing to set out this 
morning, my cook was found to be unable to 
accompany us to the next encampment; he was a 
great opium eater, and, his stock of opium having 
failed, sickness prostrated his strength. We 
gave him some medicine, and left a Coolie to 
bring him along after us slowly; but, as soon as 
we had started, he refused to be carried, and was 
accordingly left by the Coolie in tho encampment. 
We marched at half post eight a.m., and our route 
to Tokojinah-mah was first over low' hills, and then 
through several narrow valleys beautifully culti- 
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rated with aalce, or winter rice, winch was just 
ready to be gathered Lu. The ascent toTofcojmah- 
mah was tortuous and precipitous, over huge ledges 
of rocks and innumerable stone steps* We wended 
our way up to the summit of the hill with great 
fatigue, and entered a wooden gateway on the 
edge of a precipice by climbing up several stops. 
As soon as wc passed through the gate we found, 
on our right hand, a small piece of table land 
about IlOO yards square^ and on this spot were 
situated twelve Naguh huts. On turning to the 
left we commenced another ascent of SCO yards, 
to gain the summit of the range, on which were 
twenty houses. The chiefs of both villages 
attended on us 7 and presented cotton cloths, 
spears, fowls, and eggs, as tribute or token of sub¬ 
mission, and in return for their civility a little salt 
was distributed, After ft few minutes* halt ire 
proceeded on our way for some distance over 
moat difficult ground, abrupt ascents and descents, 
through grass and tree jungle ; and meeting with 
no strearna for some time, we were all greatly dis¬ 
tressed with thirst. By persevering, however, we 
at lust reached the Hongmah river, called by the 
Is T ftgabs, Deeyoug, and the joy we all felt at getting 
a drop of water to Assuage our burning thirsty can 
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only be appreciated by those who have been 
similarly situated. 

It was now past three o’clock p.m ; and, although 
we had been seven hours on the trudge, still we 
had only coine seven miles by the perambulator. 
The Coolies, or porters, with our baggage and 
provisions, were a long distance in the rear, and 
we were all completely knocked up. To proceed 
further in the attempt to reach Mozo-mnh that 
night was quite out of the question; we, accord¬ 
ingly, bivouacked for the night in the midst of 
bamboo jungle, about two hundred feet above the 
river Rengmnh on the side of a hill. We cut down 
the bamboos, erected small huts, and made our¬ 
selves as snug as the rough sloping ground w ould 
admit; but our camp was coufined, damp, and 
gloomy in the extreme; boar frost covered the 
ground, the wind was high and very cold, and, 
what with hourly patrols to be ready for any 
attack of the Nagahs, we passed a sleepless night. 

11*A.—At uine A.M., the thermometer stood ns 
low as forty degrees, when we commenced our march 
towards Mozo-mnh. After two hours’ sharp ascent 
over precipices two thousand feet high, by a path 
eighteen inches wide, we traversed a frightful 
gorge, and began to descend to the low hills, on 
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which Mozo-ronh swd Kona-mah ore situated, and 
encamped on the sloping aide of the high range, 
opposite Mozo-mah, In the midat of terraced fields. 
We were truly glad that we had met with no 
opposition whilst in the pass, or .many lives must 
hays been lost; for the Nalalia could have attacked 
m by rolling down stones upon us, whilst making 
our way through the peas, with perfect impunity; 
and, on thia account, m fatore, if open hostilities 
are over resorted to, this route should he avoided. 

The views yesterday and to-dny, as we crossed 
over the high range to Mowj-m&h, about 5^50 feet 
above the level of the sea, were very beautiful. 
We were delighted to sec numerous villages east of 
Mozo-mah, and a good deal of rice cultivation. Oil 
our first arrival in camp, it was pleasing to notice 
with what cheerful agility the Naguibs r»n oft" with 
their peculiar yelling noise, skipping over the walls 
three and four feet high, to the wooded hills, to 
bring us in a supply of firewood, as well as ham- 
boos, and we were not long in constructing little 
Hhoda or huts with the rice stubble of the fields. 
Daily did the Nagnhs resort to our camp in groat 
numbers, without the slightest fear, end bartered 
tlieir pigs, fowls, cotton cloths, and clothe made of 
the bark of the nettle plant, for salt, cornel tan bends, 
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&c. Every endeavour was made to induce the 
chiefs of the village of Kouo-mah to deliver up the 
persons who were concerned in the surprise and 
destruction of the outpost at Lunkae, in October, 
1844, and for which n portion of the village of 
Kono-mah had been burnt by Mr. Sub-Assistant 
Wood, iu January, 1845, but all in vain. The 
chiefs came into camp frequently, and represented 
the state of affairs; half of the inhabitants of the 
village, they stated, had fled to the jungles with 
their property, expecting that the lex talioni* 
would be momentarily enforced against them by 
our troops as before. They were perfectly at our 
mercy; we might reduce the village again to ashes, 
destroy their groin, and bring them to the utmost 
verge of distress,—still they, as chiefs, could not 
deliver up the delinquents. The community did not 
allow them to exercise such a power; nor were 
they acquainted with the names of the criminals, 
for a small body had gone on the foray from their 
village, and committed the massacre, and, conse¬ 
quently, it would rest with us to punish the whole 
community for the misbehaviour of the few; they 
(the chiefs) had restored the four muskets carried 
off on this occasion, and while they pretended to 
deplore the customs of th<tir country, in sanctioning 
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and approving these inroads, they implored the 
clemency of the Government, and begged that their 
tribute and submission might be accepted. 

The arguments used by the chiefs being correct 
in regard to their inability to apprehend and de¬ 
liver up the culprits, and the Tillage being deserted, 
and three villages having being burnt in the pre¬ 
vious expedition, without any good resulting from 
it, it appeared perfectly impassible to hunt down 
the Ifag&hs in these mountain fastnesses; and it 
seemed highly unadvie&blc to retaliate on them for 
past outrages, by seising their groin, destroying 
their houses, carrying off their cattle, and having 
recourse to other severities necessarily attendant 
on open hostilities, in the present crisis when the 
names even of the culprits were not known* In 
fact, such proceedings would only tend to exas¬ 
perate and close the door to reconciliation, na well 
as defer to an indefinite period the cessation of 
these barbarous practices; as conciliatory meaeures 
were also tile positive rmd primary object of the 
mission, we did not feel justified in rejecting thy 
submissiva demeanour and proffered tribute of this 
treacherous, savage dan, for the prospect of 
waging an unsatisfactory nnd hopeteea war, without 
any hope of ameliorating their future condition. 
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The chiefs were accordingly again taken into 
favour, and the assurance that their past misdeeds 
were overlooked, was received with manifest feel¬ 
ings of joy and confidence. 

All the chiefs were summoned to witness the 
taking of tlic oaths administered to them according 
to their own most solemn ceremonies. Written 
agreements were drawn out by us (for the Nagahs 
have no written language), and thoroughly ex¬ 
plained to them, and, to show their assent to the 
proceedings, they placed a double-barrelled gun 
between their teeth, after this a sword and a spear, 
and declared that, if they swerved from their oaths, 
they would fall by the one or the other. In their 
agreements, they promised not to molest their neigh¬ 
bours in future; to abstain from plundering excur¬ 
sions, and cutting off the heads of any Nagahs orother 
clans; to refer all disputes to British authorities; not 
to commence hostilities with any clan without their 
sanction; and annually to pay tribute as a token of 
allegiance to the British Government, who, in 
return, would redress their grievances, protect 
them from aggressions, and secure their general 
welfare by such measures as would conduce to 
their happiness. 

12 ^ > _i visited the village of Mozo-mnh this 
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morning: in company with Mr* Thornton, who 
continued his survey from the camp and through¬ 
out the village. On the summit of a hill joining 
the main high range leading to Poplongm&ee and 
Ynngj we counted 105 houses, and, as the hill is 
cultivated from the base to its summit in. plots or 
walled terraces, it would be a most formidable 
place to assail, aa each house is surrounded with n 
atone wall, mut a street with atone walls on each 
aide, four and five feet high, extends from one end 
of the hill to where it joins the principal range* 
P^om the top of the Mozo-mah bill, we had a fine 
view of many villages in the distance, to the north¬ 
east, and innumerable cultivated patches on the hillo* 
Their cultivation is managed with the hoc, and 
every terrace h irrigated by water being carried 
along narrow trenches* a great distance in every 
direction, so that these narrow-walled terraces, at 
first sight, look like steps ascending to the villages, 
till a nearer approach shows the cause of the 
labour bestowed in their construction* 

On our way up we saw twenty black and brown 
cows grazing in the stubble \ they wore of a larger 
breed thftn these found! in the plains of Assam, and 
were in excellent condition. The Nagabs do not 
consume milk, and cattle are net used for tilling 


DESCRIPTION OP THE VILLAGE. 41 

the ground, but are kept chiefly for sacrifices and 
feasts. They have many pigs and fowls, and eat 
every land of flesh. That of the elephant is highly 
esteemed, and a dead elephant is a glorious prize 
for a whole village. It is also said that they arc 
not averse to tigers’ flesh. We were treated with 
gTeat civility, and invited into their houses, which 
are gable-ended, and about thirty or forty feet long 
by tw'elve or sixteen feet wide. Each house was 
divided off* into one or two rooms; the pigs, fowls, 
wife, and children, were all huddled together, with 
the grain in large hamboo baskets five feet high 
and four in diameter, in the same room. In one 
corner was a trough filled with some kind of fer¬ 
mented liquor made of rice, which was thick and 
white, and most offensive to our olfactory nerves. 
In this trough they dip their wooden cups or 
gourd bottles, and all the morning the Nagalis 
lounge about in the sun in their little court-yards, 
and, seated upon a high Btone commanding some 
extensive view, sip this abominable beverage. The 
gable ends of the houses are generally built up 
with planks of wood fastened with cane and bam¬ 
boos, one above the other. The houses are built 
with no pretence to regularity; they are uncon¬ 
nected, have distinct court-yards surrounded with 
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stone walls, and a little bamboo railing* The eaves 
of tho houses arc within two feet of the ground, 
to prevent their being blown away by stormn, and 
the walla fire made of split bamboo interwoven 
together. The inside of the houses is exceed’ 
ingly filthy, and some of the old men and women 
were so dirty in their persona, that I should any 
they had not washed themselves for years, and 
this, perhaps, is not much to be wondered nt, for 
this morning the thermometer at seven a. >r. stood 
at thirty-six degrees, and the night was exceedingly 
c&ld. "Water left in a pan froze one-eighth of an 
inch in thickness, which quite astonished our camp 
followers ; and one gentleman, who had been born 
jn India, exclaimed, that for the first time in hia 
life he had seen ice and hoar frost on the ground, 
but he never wished to see it again. The climate, 
indeed, nt this time, was very fine; a strong, brac¬ 
ing dry wind and hoar frosts every night seemed 
more like England than actual residence in the 
East, 

Tim 2fagahs of Mosa-mah manufacture a strong 
thick cloth well adapted for their changeable and cold 
climate; it is made of the bark of the Stalks of the 
nettle plant, and is of a brown colour with black 
and red stripes, or quite plain, and is generally 
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used by the Nagahs as a chudder, or covering 
thrown over the body. The climate here is not 
favourable to the growth of cotton, but they pro¬ 
cure abundance from Sumokhoo-Ting. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

He policy Df tKiQiio^ Ihraia^l* tbo Ajignhmc® nos^h ami*J 
PMtaM* roiiita now praelicitfita-R gh™ j&flTPcjr 
I?ta;li of -ic touk- 

Last night was, as uaoal, excessively cold, 
Eind few of us enjoyed any sleep- Early in the 
morning the ground was coveted with hoar toast, 
and at eight a* it. the ttunDomstor stood at 
thirty-nine degrees. I was much amused to-day 
at the modest request of the Mozo-mah chief, to 
grant him a guard of twenty siphees to be sta¬ 
tioned in his village, when he said he should he 
able to Gght all his enemies, and he would drat 
comment* by tnhmg his revenge on Kona-mnh. I 
reminded him that ho had only just sworn not 
to go to war with any tribe in future, but par¬ 
ticularly with the Nag&hs of Kono-mah j all the 
Haggis were British subjects* and if be waged war 
with any of them I should punish him for so 
doing. If a guard were located in his village it 
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would be to put a atop to feuda and predatory 
inroads for skulls and property, and not for his 
aggrandizement, or to bring all the small villages 
under bis sway. The crime of murder would in 
future only be settled by the offender being hung; 
such was British law. This the chief could not 
at all comprehend, and he did not want any guard 
if he was not allowed to make war on his enemies. 

As some have advocated the expediency of open¬ 
ing a communication to promote trade with the 
north-eastern parts of Assam from this point, par¬ 
ticularly with the people called Shans on the 
other side of the Palkoe Mountains, from Northern 
Ava to the Khyendwen river above Munee- 
poor, the question merits attention. On a review 
of the subject it will be seen what benefits would 
be likely to accrue to the Province of Assam, if 
such a scheme was canned out. It is generally 
believed there are three routes from Assam to 
Northern Ava and the Khyendwen river. The 
first is by Hookong, a territory occupied by Sing- 
phoos, a lawless disunited people; and before that 
point is reached, a most desolate country of nearly 
two hundred miles has to be traversed, two causes 
sufficient to deter traders from following such a 
course, and it is, therefore, completely closed. 
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The second route is from Seebsaghur to Chengs 
bang itt tie Nogah bills, a journey of four dnyaj 
and, from Chengbnng to Lnngn. it ie estimated 
tint tic distance may be two days’ journey, and 
thence to tfte v-alley of tie Khyendwen it ia said 
to be two more j requiring altogether eight daya, 
two in tie plains and six in tic hills, Tic opening 
of this route is not deemed impracticable, though 
difficult, particularly as tie Nngalis have not yet 
been brought thoroughly under British rale, 
though they nominally acknowledge fealty to the 
British Government, Until thia he completely 
effected,, and we can ensure the safety of life and 
property to the traveller,, no trade could be carried 
on with Assam by tills route. At present we have 
little or no control over the Ufagahs, nor 13 there 
any likelihood of the Nagabe becoming civilised 
within the nsjet century, and desirous of a free 
intercourse being kept up with stranger. This 
route, therefore, even If opened, must, in conse¬ 
quence, be deemed closed to traders. 

The third route to tlm Khycndwen river ia from 
the south-eastern quarter 1 of the Kow Gong ^District 
through thsAngahmeo fs r ngah hills, rid Sumokboo 
Ting-j, Tohojinah-innh, and Mozo-malu Thia lust 
village is 13& miles from Now-Gong, or twelve days' 
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journey; beyond Mozo-mnh to the south-east the 
country has not yet been explored by any European; 
a thannah and police militia have been located at 
Sumoklioo-Ting since 1840, and the Anghamee 
Naghas have received our advances very favourably, 
and entreated that other posts might be established 
amongst them. When this is accomplished, and 
this tribe submits to taxation, which is anticipated 
to occur at no very distant day, there will, 
probably, not be any insuperable difficulty in 
crossing the southern mountains to the Khyend- 
wen river, estimated at about eight days’ journey 
from Moxo-raah. 

The supposition of the Angahmee Naghas becom¬ 
ing friendly, and fully able to supply all provisions 
inquired, 1 ‘enders such an undertaking apparently 
very feasible. But, admitting that this last route 
is opened, and safe for traders nt the point crossed 
in the third route to the Khyendwen river, the 
Shan population is very scanty, and, therefore, 
there could be little or no trade that would confer 
much benefit on the Assamese; and the route, 
once opened, would expose central Assam to all 
the cruel ravages of the Burmese, an old and 
inveterate foe, who would take every opportunity 
of any misunderstandings between the two Govern- 
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menta to send hostile putties to enter in to the very 
henrt of the unprotected southern frontier of 
Assam and centra of tlie vallejj lay waste the 
country, and cany off tlie effeminate people as 
slaves. If this route was once mode ensy^ it is 
greatly to be feared that the valley of Assam 
would seldom be left undisturbed^ and Our military 
three would be required to be located on the 
southern mountains, to guard the passes into the 
HW-Gong District. In every viewj therefore^, it 
would seem uncalled, for and unnecessary for the 
promotion of commerce, as it would be visionary 
and unwise to Open roads to admit enemies into the 
province* 

The fourth iiQute into the Burmese territoay fa y£fi 
Sumokboo-Tingj Tirecuh-mab, Poplongumee, and 
Yang, to Jluneepoor, which was travelled over in 
January, 1S3£, by Captains Jenkins and Pemberton j 
and, &a there is a police post established at iDh&emah- 
pcorj it only remains for the Jfuneepoor Govern¬ 
ment to establish another post at Yang, when the 
communication with Now-Gong would be immedi¬ 
ately opened,, ami rendered safe for travellers nnrl 
trade. At no distant day we may expect to see 
this route used, and by this course a little trade 
might be carried osi with Assniiig 
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The fifth route from Now-Gong: to Muneepoor is 
through Northern Cnchor to Silchar, on the river 
Sormnh; it is open and perfectly safe for travellers 
and traders throughout the year, and it is by this 
line that we hold any intercourse with Muneepoor 
by land from Now-Gong. 

14fA.—The thermometer at Mozo-mah, at seven 
A.M., stood at thirty-six degrees, and sheets of 
hoar frost covered the summits of the hills; we all 
felt the cold very much, and, setting out at eight 
a.m., we trudged along rapidly to keep ourselves 
warm, and, by three p.m., we reached Cheereh-mnh, 
making two of our advance marches in one, dis¬ 
tance ten miles; but it must be borne in mind 
that, after the first long ascent from Mozo-mah, we 
descended from the hills, which were upwards of 
5,000 feet high. Another circumstance that also 
rendered our return march more rapid and easy, was 
owing to the precaution we had token, whilst at 
Mozo-mah, of having some of tho narrow paths 
over frightfully high precipices, widened and fenced 
in, so that we traversed the passes in half the time 
occupied in our advance. The Coolies, or por¬ 
ters, and the troops, rejoiced greatly nt our return 
to our old encampment at Cheereh-mnh, for the 
former, being thinly clad, suffered exceedingly 
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from the cold experienced at Moso-mah, In fact 
the whole camp wan in a state of one continued 
cough nil night. Roaring fires were nondn, and 
each poider won supplied with n Nagah doth as a 
covering; but still their sufferings, while exposed in 
an open bivouac, wore great, and many were heard 
to say that they should remember the Nagnh (rip 
for the remainder of thair lives. It was laughable 
to hear the natives describe their Bufferings at 
Mtwo-mob to the people who brought us our letters 
from Now-Gong. The weather they said, was so 
intensely eold that even fire would not consume 
the wood, and when they put their hands into the 
flame, though they were slightly ringed, they felt 
no heat. 

Close to our camp, wa discovered a piece of 
cotton cloth, which the servants recognised as be¬ 
longing to the unfortunate cool; who refused to he 
carried by a Coolio, aud was left behind at Ghecreli- 
mah, on the 10thj be had been seen on the pre¬ 
vious day by a pnrty of police, close to our camp, 
who gave him some rice, and, though he was 
afflicted with a bowel complaint, we were sadly 
disappointed on our arrival in not finding him, and 
concluded that he had been devoured hy tigers. 
Two days afterwards, however, the chief of Mozo- 
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mah brought in his blanket to us at Rojapo-mah, 
and assured us that be had found the corpse close 
to our camp, by the side of the river Deeboo, and as 
there were no wounds or appearance of violence on 
the body, there can be little doubt but that the 
poor wretch died from diarrhoea, a lamentable 
victim to the effects, or rather the want, of opium. 
We all much regretted that we had not sent bnck 
a party of Sipahees with eome porters to bring in 
the poor man, but on the 10th, at the end of a 
fatiguing march, no one could have returned that 
day, and till night-fall we expected him to join us. 
Besides, os the chief of Tokojiua-mah, on the morn¬ 
ing of the 10th, had promised us that he would 
take care of him till we returned, we were under 
little apprehension for his safety. From all we 
could learn, however) on our return, the cook, it 
appeared, refused to go to the Nagnh village; he 
probably felt safer in our old camp than in their 
company, and, in consequence, sank under his 
disease, on the night before*we returned. 

15fA.—About eight a. m., the loads of the 
porters who carried our baggage and provisions 
being arranged, we commenced our march in the 
usual order. The morning was mild in com¬ 
parison with what we had experienced at Mozo- 
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nuili- still the ground wtu covered with hoar-frost 
in many places, and when we took to the hod of 
the river Peeboo, we felt it excessively cold, and 
were upwards of four hours in reaching BojapO- 
mah. Few of ub, however, thought modi of 
this day's exposure in wading through so much 
water for so many hours with naked feet, as we 
bad become imirod to this sort of trowelling; more¬ 
over, we were returning to our comp, anrl promised 
ourselves a few days of rest after our late fatigues. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Preparation* fur the expedition to Northern Cachur—Severe cold— 
The village of Beereh-mnh—Mode of life among the Nagain—The 
advantage* of teeloulum in the jungle—The village of Semicar 
—Flight of tlte inhabitant*—IToaang-IIajoo—A vbit to the chief 
—Return to Nair-Gong—Remits of tho expedition. 

The lflth and 17th were passed in making pre¬ 
parations for our trip to Hosang-Hajoo,in Northern 
Caclmr; we reduced our force to fifty bayonets; 
packed up our provisions—sixty maunds, or 4,800 
lbs. of rice, dal, oil, treacle, and tobacco—in small 
cone baskets, lined with leaves, each containing 
twenty seers weight, or a Coolie’s load, and were 
prepared to commence our march on the 18th. 
Unfortunately, it was a very wet day, and, as the 
whole camp was comfortably housed in little gross 
huts, we thought it most prudent to halt another day. 

On the 19th, at nine A.M., we set out and passed 
through the village of Rojapo-mah. The chief, who 
was very civil, took us to his house, and begged 
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ub to taste his liquor from a wooden trough; but 
we declined drinking 1 at so early an hour, and were 
"lad of any excuse to two-id partaking 1 of sncli a 
beverage. After leaving tlie village, the road was 
excellent for a couple of miles j wa then entered 
a heavy, dense, bamboo jungly which wo passed 
through with the greatest difficulty, and wore much, 
annoyed by leeches; after this., we climbed several 
low hills, and passed through dense, .wet, long grass 
and tree jungle alternately, "Wa then ascended 
a high hill, and wound round along the ridge 
for some distance till we descended to the Konboo 
river, at the base of the village of Chah-maln Ou.r 
camp was very confined and damp, and though the 
march was Only nine miles and a half, the porters 
with our provisions and baggage did not come 
into camp till six f.m,, greatly exhausted. As we 
had been enveloped hi a dense wet mist or fog all 
day, and our clothes w'ere completely saturated, we 
hailed with no little joy the arrival of the porters 
with dry clothes and provisions, though at a late 
hour. 

SGtJts —At eight A.M., hoar frost covered the 
ground, and the thermometer was at thirty-six 
degrees, but we started at nine* Immediately on 
leaving camp, we ascended a long, high hill, and 
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wound over a precipitous ridge for some distance 
with many ascents and descents, through heavy 
grass and tree jungle. We then passed through 
the village of Lehah-mali, consisting of thirty-nine 
houses. The chief came out to meet us, and pre¬ 
sented to us fowls, eggs, cloths, &c., ns tribute, 
and, on receiving a few conch shells, bends, knives, 
scissors, and handkerchiefs, us a return present, he 
was quite delighted, nud went hack to the village 
and brought us a basket of apples, the finest I ever 
saw iu India. They looked like orange pippins, 
but were as sour as verjuice. Wc saw some 
fine peach trees close to the village, and met with 
many oak and fir trees J coflee in full berry was 
also abundant. 

On leaving Lehah-mah the road was execrable—a 
mere blind footpath; aud the jungle so thick that 
our progress was much impeded. After climbing 
and winding round the sides of several hills, we 
quitted the grass jungle and came out on hills 
totally clear of trees, aud entered the village of 
Lakeh-mah, consisting of thirty-seven houses. On 
exchanging the usual presents the chief was well 
pleased, and we passed on to a deep valley, from 
which, by. a zigzag footpath, we were led over one 
of the most precipitous hills I have ever crossed. 
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We were obliged to crawl up it on OU^ liatidg and 
knees with naked feet) walking mu quite out of 
the question, for the paths were as slippery' ns 
glass* and a singla false. step would have ended in 
destruction by & roll down a precipice of many 
hundred feet. With great labour* however* ws all 
managed to crawl over it m perfect safety* and 
reaching the banka of a small stream* not far from 
BL'Ci-eli-mabj by five P. M.* in the midst of high 
grass jungle* we set to work quickly and soon 
erected grass huts* and the porters com big into 
comp by eight P. M.* completely knocked up* wc 
ware not long in getting our dinner., and making 
ourselves comfortable for the night. 

Seme idea may he formed of the impassable 
nature of the country we travelled over this day, 
when I state that we only ennae eight miles One 
furlong* by the perambulator* in eight hours* It 
is perfectly wonderful to observe the hardy little 
hill Kookie and Maekir porters* with their loads* 
wend their way over these steep hills and preci¬ 
pices ; each porter carries a spear, the handle of 
which being pointed with iron* be places on the 
ground* and advances steadily and safely over the 
mast fearful places* with greater facility than 
people of the plains can without any load or in- 
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cumbrance. Indeed, Assamese porterB would be 
perfectly useless in this hilly country. The Nagali 
guides and our interpreters seemed determined to 
take us by the most impassable routes; almost 
every high hill might have been avoided, if we had 
known the country, and had cut a path previously 
to our advance; but to this the Nagahs seem 
averse, and their endeavour always is to go over 
the summits of the highest hills in a straight line, 
forgetting, or being iguoraut, that the longest way 
round is generally the shortest way home. On 
this day we saw the snowy mountains of Bootan, 
close to Tezpore, at the incredible distance, I 
imagine, of not les$ than 100 or 150 miles in a 
straight line; we were all struck with their mag¬ 
nificent grandeur. 

21 at. — We marched at nine a. k., and after a 
long, tedious, fatiguing ascent, through fields of 
rice and cotton, we gniued the summit of the high 
hill on which the village of Beereh-ruah, consisting 
of 117 houses, is situated. The entrance to the 
village was over a single plank laid across a 
wide ditch, and the hill was steep and pangitd • 

• Panfit* arc • rpccic* of ibarpened bamboo Jtruck ix» the ground, 
and forming an effective defence againd any *uddcn iocunion of the 
enemy. 
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in ft very direction, and rendered inaccessible to 
any sudden attack. Having been greatly tatiguad 
by the previous day's march, although we bad 
only some three miles to go, we deemed it prudent 
not to proceed farther, and encamped at the foot of 
the lull. Tlio Nugahs here, as in moat other 
places we passed through, seem to land most idle 
lives, lounging about them court-yards, basking 
in the sun throughout the morning, und drinking 
the usual beverage, a fermented liquor made oi 
rice. 

The inhabitants of Beereh-mah are in person the 
meat filthy set of Xaguhs we ever met with* 
Their bodies are literally covered with dirt, and 
in dealing or bartering they practise many mean 
end petty tricks, in Order to drive as hard a 
bargain as possible. They are totally devoid 
of a spark of generosity, and will not give the 
moet trifling articles without receiving remtme- 
rntion. They are great traders in brass orna¬ 
ments, conch shells, and beads ; and it is said that, 
till very lately, it was the great mart on these 
hilts for the sale of slaves- The atmosphere hero 
was particularly clear, dry, and bracing, the ther- 
urometer standing at 30 deg. at eight A, si* The 
low hills close to Beerch-m&h appear to have nil 
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been under cultivation, as they are covered with 
grass three or four feet high, and are very free from 
tree jungle. 

22nd. — We left Beereh-moh at eight A. m., aud 
encamped at two r. M. in the midst of a heavy 
tree jungle by the side of a small stream, barely 
sufficient to supply our wonts; but as there was 
no water, we were informed, for many miles be¬ 
yond this, we were constrained to encamp, although 
wc hod only come seven miles in six hours. 

The first ascent from camp was long, steep, and 
fatiguing; a blind path led us over undulating 
hills, covered with tree jungle, and confining our 
view to a few paces before us, which rendered 
the march dull, gloomy, and monotonous. We 
met with the coffee plant growing under the shade 
of large trees most luxuriantly, and we picked up 
gallons of apples, but they were miserably small 
aud excessively sour. 

23rd .—Our route to-day was very tortuous over 
low undulating hills, or skirting round the base 
of high hills for three or four miles. We then 
traversed a comparatively level country, and crossed 
the Longting and Langjillee streams, at this time 
five or six yards wide; but in the rains they cannot 
be less than twenty or thirty yards broad. Be- 
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aides these streams- ive crossed two small rivulets, 
and after ascending the high hill of Bo^ompoe-mah, 
n village of twenty houses, we encamped clcwe 
to It, having, by tho perambulator, come thirteen 
mites throe furlongs in about seven hours. Be¬ 
tween Beereh-mah and Bosompoe-uiab, a distance 
of twenty miles, an uninterrupted heavy tree jungle 
prevails, devoid of a single human habitation; nt 
least, if nnv exist, they were hidden front our view. 
A more dreary, gloomy, desolate wilderness can 
scarcely ba imagined. We served out two days' 
provisions to each individual in enmp to-day, and 
directed the spore porters to hasten on in advance 
to their homes in Northern Caeftar by forced 
marches, as we could not tell how many days wc 
should be in reaching Cnehar, or whether we 
should have any surplus provisions, if not supplied 
in that district. 

SftdA—The nscents and descents tcniay were 
frequent and sharp. Tins path was very tolerable, 
though it was exceedingly winding, and passed 
through a desolate wilderness of bamboos, tree 
and gross jungle. Wo were six hours travelling 
eleven miles and a quarter, and encamped near a 
small stream in the midst of a bamboo jungle. 
Two leige rivers were crossed during the day. 
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called the Tumakee, or Dhunseeree, and the 
Toomkee, besides several other small rivulets. 

25th .—We marched at seven A.M., and passed 
through the deserted villages of Deelong and 
Koodecrong, situated ou rather high hills. The 
path was execrable the whole day, passing through 
dense heavy gross and kurjgra, or reed jungle, os 
well as high bamboos and tree forest alternately, 
and our view was confined to the narrow path over¬ 
grown with jungle ten and twenty feet high. We 
crossed the Par river, and walked up the beds of 
four other streams; the first, five furlongB; the 
second, two miles one furlong; the tim'd, four 
furlongs ; and the fourth, two miles and a quarter. 
We were all much fatigued by climbing over huge 
boulders and round rolling stones, in and out of 
the water, anklo deep, for so many miles, and did 
not reach our camp near Semknr, till four, P.M., 
distance sixteen miles. As usual, we encamped in 
a dense jungle of bamboos, and, though it was only 
four f.m., we could scarcely see. 

Our surveyor came into camp completely ex¬ 
hausted, and we thought he was attacked by fever; 
the fact, however, was, that he was a very abste¬ 
mious man, and was always boasting of the inex¬ 
pressible delight he experienced in satisfying his 
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thirat from every limpid stream, and eating sweet 
biscuits. Hy his own account; on this distressing 
march ho tied swallowed a quart of cold watery 
and he came into camp pale us death, and talked 
of going to bed directly. Perceiving; however, 
very clearly the position he was in., u r e gave him a 
pint of warm porter, ami ha rallied instantly, and; 
with a disk of hermetically sealed soup, and a 
slice of ham, he soon got over hie fatigue, and 
ever afterwards he failed not to join our party in a 
substantial In noli eon on cold fowl and bacon, or 
hee^ with a glass of brandy-and-water. 

Whilst leading a- sedentary life in the plains, a 
sweet biscuit flmi a glass of water may be whole¬ 
some enough; but the wear and tear and exposure 
to wet and cold in the damp jungles, united with 
excessive fatigue in climbing steep hills, certainly 
requite a mere generous diet; for I am persuaded 
that half the sickness on these trips is generated by 
bud living and over fatigue. In (ho evening we all 
sat down together, and mutually sympathized in 
each others sufferings over ^ glass of grog and a 
cheroot; and, before we retired to rest; we wished 
each other a happy Christ mas night, but no more 
returns of such a trying Christmas day's journey, 
through a country swarming with wild elephants. 
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26/A.—Having failed yesterday in reaching the 
village of Semkur, a short walk this morning of a 
mile brought ub to it, when we discovered that the 
inhabitants had all fled to the jungle, fcariug that 
they would be seized as porters to carry our 
baggage; not knowing that we required neither 
provisions nor porters, for we had brought what we 
required with us throughout the whole journey, 
and were thus quite independent of the Hill tribes, 
on whom it would be the height of folly to trust, 
when the success of the expedition depended on 
the freedom of its movements. Nothing, however, 
that we could say, prevailed on the inhabitants to 
return to their village. They urged the fear of 
being seized to act as pofters; but this was a mere 
pretext; they had had an affray with the Nagahs 
some months previously, and were appreheusive 
that they might be deemed answerable for several 
who were killed on the occasion; but mutual in¬ 
juries rendered retaliation unnecessary. All that was 
insisted on was a cessation from future hostilities. 

Semkur is in the jurisdiction of Tooleeram, and is 
inhabited by n mixed class of Cacharees and Nagahs. 
A few years ago it contained 200 houses; but has 
dwindled down to thirty-niue. They have several 
salt springs, and, it is said, they used to supply the 
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Nagahs with a large quantity of salt in exchange 
for pigs, cloth, and rice, of which latter article they 
grew little, cotiO ciing thoir attention chiefly to the 
m anufijeture of gjdt- Jfow, however, the aftlt 
springs are scarcely worked, or only siilEtiently to 
supply their own wants. 

2-7(A.—'We mordigd from Seinkur at eight a.tu.j 
and travelled over an undulating country, through 
high reed grass jungle and ham loos, for four hours, 
when, suddenly, our guide declared ho had for* 
gotten the path, and this ea Lifted u£ little surprise, 
as the country vu so fid] of wild elephants’ trucks 
that it was impossible to discern the right path, 
unless we were certain wc were proceeding in the 
proper direction- The grass, however, was ao high 
that we could not see five pncea before us; having, 
therefore, lost th read, we were quite bewildered. 
Our party consisted of about- 000 inen, and not a 
soul knew the route; in this dilemma we began to 
retrace our steps, and, after wondering about for 
eti hour io all directions through a heavy jungle, 
with our clothes completely saturated, at last to our 
great delight, Ram dess, a Cachnree guide, climbed 
up a tree and soon put us on the right troelc to 
Hoaang-Hajoo. Alter traversing a low ridge of 
hills for some time, exposed to the sun, we soon 



MOSANG-HAJOO. 


05 

became dry, aud then descended into the bed of the 
Mahoor river, up which we wended our way for 
two miles and seven furlongs. 

From this point, the nscent to the summit of 
the hill on which the village of Hosang-Hujoo is 
situated, is a distance of two miles. Being greatly 
fatigued, we had made up our minds to encamp on 
the banks of the Mahoor river for the night, but, 
gaining certain intelligence of our being so near 
our own more civilized villages in Cachar, in a 
moment all forgot the fatigue of the day, and a 
loud huzzflh proclaimed our advance to Hosang- 
Hnjoo, which we reached at four P.M., having come 
fourteen miles in eight hours. We were truly 
delighted at reaching this little stockaded out-post, 
gr.rrisoued by twenty men of the Now-Gong police 
militia, as all our anxieties lest we should run short 
of provisions, become bewildered in the jungles, or 
be attacked at night by the Nagahs, aud other con¬ 
tingencies, were now at an end. The Nagahs had 
built us comfortable huts, and we all spent a merry 
evening over a log-wood fire, and the meeting with 
letters from our friends added in no small degree to 
our joy and satisfaction, for we had been some 
weeks without receiving any dAk or post, ns the 
letter-bearers wisely refused to cross the Dliun- 
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seeree river to join oar party in a Muytry, where 
the lives of friends or foes ore in equal jeopardy, 
S&iA.—Early tliia monring, the Negah chief of the 
Till ago of Hoeang-Hajoo, invited m U> accompany 
him through tire village. We first went to ft Inrgfi 
building called ttangkee or the Duka ehnng, in 
which all the boys of the village reside, until they 
are married. The building was about sixty feet 
long, and twenty high* with gable ends. The 
inside of the house consisted of &ne large room, in 
the centre of which fl wood fire w&s burning on the 
ground, and wooden Stools were arranged in rows 
for the boys to sleep upon. At one end, a small 
j™ was partitioned off for the accommodation of 
an elderly man, who was superintendent of the 
establishment. There were forty boys assembled; we 
gave them presents of knives, bonds, and scissors, 
and naked them, whether they would lenrft to read 
Assamese, if a schoolmaster were appointed to teach 
them. They were highly pleased with their presents, 
and declared they would most assuredly try to 
learn the Assamese language, if a schoolmaster 
were appointed. A schoolmaster was accm dingly 
at once located in the village, and the Bible in 
Assamese and Bengalee, with other hooks, was 
supplied. In the course of a year, several hoys 


A VISIT TO THK CHIEF. 


07 


learned the first rudiments of the language, and one 
has attained such proficiency ns to be able to write 
an Assamese letter. Who shall say that the Bible 
will not be the means of changing the habits and 
ideas of these wild savages? The experiment is 
worthy of trial; they have no caste or prejudices of 
creed to deter them from adopting Christianity; 
aud, if successful iu one instance, it cannot be 
deemed visionary to anticipate that the darkness 
and ignorance that now overshadow the land may 
be speedily dispelled, when our rule will prove a 
blessing to these benighted tribes, who would 
henceforth enjoy the fruit of their labours in peace 
and prosperity. 

On leaving the boys, our attention was next 
directed to the Ililokee (a building of similar 
dimensions and construction with the Rangkee), 
devoted entirely to the use or residence of the 
girls of the village, who live in it altogether, in the 
same manner as the boys, until the day of their 
mnrriage. About twenty damsels presented them¬ 
selves; they were all decently attired; a large 
sheet with coloured 6tripes was worn round the 
waist, extending to the knees, and a blue cloth was 
folded over the breast under the arms: a profusion 
of glass bead necklaces adorned their necks with a 
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number of Lroaa earrings of oil iuzes. An old 
woman superintended the establishment, au d the 
utmost order seemed to prevail in both the 
Rarigfcee mid the Hiiotec.. 

The boys and girls take their meals with their 
parents, wort for them during the day, and at night 
retire to their respective asylums; all the youths 
aee the girls during the day without the smallest 
restraint, and they select their own wives, and are 
married by the consent of tliflir parents. In tiro 
afternoon, the chief came down to our camp with 
all the unmarried girls of the village, whom we had 
seen in the morning* They were all neatly dressed, 
ami waited in file two deep, holding each other by 
the band, and wheeled into line as regularly 
ns ft regiment on parade* AH the young men 
of the village followed in the rear, singing and 
clapping their hands, At first we could not 
imagine what was the moaning of the procession, 
until we ware told that they were going to honour 
our visit with a grand dance. Line having bean 
formed, and the cnrnp assembled, two damsels 
stepped out in front of the party, and danced with 
a peculiar kind of hopafep on one leg alternately, 
different from any tiling I have ever seen, in excel¬ 
lent time, to a song and clapping of hands by the 
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young men. When these damsels were fatigued, 
two others in succession modestly stepped out and 
kept up the donee, and when it was over, we gave 
each young lady a silver four anna piece, when they 
wheeled into line, and in ecstasies with their 
presents of scissors, needles, and beads, marched 
home with all the youths in regular order, singing 
as they went along. 

In stature the Nngnh women are short and 
athletic, with flat noses, small sharp eyes, the upper 
front teeth projecting a little, and the hair cut 
short whilst single; but, when married, the hair 
is allowed to grow long. They are coarse and 
plain, which is not to he wondered at, ns they per¬ 
form all manner of drudgery in the field, supply 
the house with water and fuel, and make what¬ 
ever clothing is required by the family. 

A vast change has come over the Nngnhs in this 
village; formerly shells and beads would purchase 
anything; but it is not so now. The chief re¬ 
marked, “ Since we became British subjects, we have 
paid revenue in coin, and with it we can procure 
anything we require; we, therefore, no longer 
want shells and bends; we are now protected by a 
guard from the attacks of our neighbours, con 
cultivate our land, have cows, pigs and fowls. 
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and enjoy the fruit of our labour in peace and 
security/* 

The iNogtihs are the most unprejudiced race I 
have ever mat with as regards their diet* They 
eat doga, ruts, elephants, t%ere, rhinoterosas* cows, 
pigs and Fowls; but* strange to say, they have no 
duehe. A dead elephant is esteemed a great prize 
as well os a delicacy. The flesh is merely dried in 
the smoke and eaten without any further cooking, 
either roasting or boiling. They are extremely 
fond of spirituous liquors, the stronger the better ; 
we gave them wine, beer, and brandy; the latter 
was highly approved of, but the hitter taste of the 
beer they did not at all relish; tlmy did uot either 
like vinegar or atiuces, or anything sour; but 
sugar, jams, aniseed, or anything sweet, ploagcd 
them much, amt they immediately aaked for more. 
In fact they ate and dranh of everything we offered 
them, and smoked our cheroots with great satis¬ 
faction, If such a people could receive a moral 
education, how soon would thair habits of rapine 
and murder be changed, and their fertile, well- 
watered soil, he converted into one of the most 
beautiful tracts on which mortals could reside, 

S&i-h.—We marched from Hosang-Hajoo at seven 

a.ji.j and reached Thyloosa, a Cacharec village of 
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thirty-one houses, not far from the Deeyong river at 
one p.m. The path was very tolerable, the ascents 
and descents frequent, but not long or very steep, 
and the porters came into camp at three p.m. 

80th .—To Alhoosa fifteen miles. In the course 
of the march we saw eight or ten small Cncharee 
villages j but we did not pass through any, our 
route being through thick bamboo jungle the 
greater part of the day. 

31ef.—To Patpoa fifteen miles five furlongs. As 
had been the case yesterday, the villagers had 
erected huts for our reception in a high bamboo 
jungle, and, on our arrival, the whole camp was 
supplied with provisions. Here the Havildar, who 
was taken ill at Semkur, and had been carried 
daily iu n doolie, died on the march. This was the 
second man of the detachment who died from cold j 
every care and precaution had been taken to pre¬ 
serve the health of the troops, by getting them 
little huts, and supplying them with abundance of 
good provisions, and giving them a pig at almost 
every Nagah village, but all in vain. They are so 
imprudent after a fatiguing march, in casting off 
their clothes when greatly heated and exhausted, 
and at night in exposing themselves to the damp 
atmosphere over their fires, that it is wonderful we 
only lost three lives during the expedition. 
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lif/ Jarnory.—"We were five hours marching to 
jjKgrmn, a distance of twelve miles, The path woe 
good and the ascents slight} hut our supply of 
water was scanty# consisting only of a couple of 
small pools of stagnant water, ns the stream was 
dried up* Our course from Ho&ang-Hojoo to this 
point was most dreary; we scarcely met or saw 
any vtllagee; our route for the lost thirty miles 
woe one continued monotonous trudge through 
hamhoo jungles, from day to day# our view being 
confined to the footpath we were travelling along, 
I suppose# however, our route was the moat direct# 
Mid fewer impediments to our progress were just 
with than would have been the cues had we gone 
from village to village. We were constrained, 
therefore, to sacrifice the change of scenery, and 
the pleasant meeting and intercourse with the in¬ 
habitants of villages, to the necessity of moving 
ouwarda with the greatest facility ; the more bo os 
the Sipfthses. still continued to suffer much from 
coughs, colds# swollen# bruised and cut feet, which 
compelled us, after leaving Sernhur, to cause three 
or four men to he carried along in doolies every 
march. To-day we saw a crow for the first time 
Eince we left Dheetnahpoor and entered the hills. It 
is a remarkable circumstance that there nve neither 
crows nor jackals iu the Jfngfth hills# and their 
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absence failed not to make us feel very sensibly 
that we were in a different climate and country. 

2nd .—Watjoor on the Deeyong - river. We made 
our inarch to this place in three hours. Here we 
paid off the Kookies and Meekir Coolies or porters, 
who served us so faithfully throughout this expedi¬ 
tion, which may now very properly be said to be 
concluded, as on this day we left the hills, and the 
next morning crossed the river Deeyong. From this 
point, in four easy marches through the plains, we 
reached the station of Now-Gong, whence we set 
out on 6th January, rid Allunkah, Kamurakattah, 
and Kottcentollee. 

The result of our trip may be now briefly stated. 
A long and successful tour of 338 miles had been 
mode from Now-Gong rid Kachoonmaree, Dhee- 
m ah poor on the Dhunseeree river, thence to Rojapo- 
inah, Mozomnh, and Kono-ranh, eastward. Our 
course was then to the south-west by Chah-mah, 
Beereh-mnh, Sankur, Hosang-Hajoo to Northern 
Cachar, debouching by the Deeyong Mookh or 
Mouths, on the plains of Assam to Now-Gong. 
The following table shows the stages and distance 
of each day’s journey:— 
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Not a shot was fired throughout the journey, or 
the slightest sign of a hostile feeling manifested 
towards the mission, which wisely was too powerful 
to admit of opposition. We were everywhere 
received with a friendly spirit, and the chiefs of each 
village rendered cheerful submission, and presented 
tribute of elephants’ tusks, cloths, and spears, 
according to their means. Mr. Thornton, who 
accompanied the expedition, surveyed the route 
traversed, and plotted off on a large scale a most 
valuable map of the greatest portion of the Nogah 
hills attached to the district of Now-Gong. The 
grand objects of the expedition, the conciliation of 
the tribes, and the acquirement of more accurate 
knowledge of the country, were, therefore, con¬ 
sidered to have been more fully attained than on 
any former occasion. 

The Kookie porters, inhabitants of Northern 
Cachar, in the Now-Gong district, who accom¬ 
panied us throughout the journey, are so little 
known, that they merit distinct notice. The in¬ 
formation given about them in the next chapter, is 
gathered from public reports, and inquiries carried 
on personally among the chiefs of the tribe and 
the people itself. 




PART II. 


THE HILL TRIBES OF ASSAM. 










PAET TI¬ 


THE HILL TRIBES OF ASSAIL 


CHAPTER VI. 

TEic Eodtta^Ptipalitlai—GwanuMDt—Hurtle ritu—Crimlul 
nw3c“PuncJflJ?—EeligioiS—Hucittug 1 aiul -wnj^Curioizia—Octtiji*- 
jtfi[.[{i|j—rmduc(ioiii^ChRrM(er—D job—K n W B 

The Kookies aveTj that they emigrated from 
Tippomh to Northern Cnchnr, in the reign of 
Kialaen Cbunder, eijity years ago, find in the 
years IfiHB, 1 Sil&j Gubin tl Chusnder, Rajah of 
Cach&r, omployod them to rouge war with Too- 
Ieernm Senaputtee. On one occasion they, in con¬ 
cert with Toolcerands cousin, Gobind-TLaifl, com¬ 
pletely took him by surprise) sot fire to his houae, 
cut up a number of bis follow era., and dispersed 
the remainder;, and after this event, finding the 
country probably free from enemies likely to dis¬ 
turb tliem, they remained in their present position, 
in Northern Cachftr. 

In the year 1940-47, several colonies of new 
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Kookies immigiflted from 'Eppanb, viA the bed of 
the Barak river, and joined their brethren in 
Northern Gachar. The number of tribes, find 
the total pojmlatioh, of all classes residing in 
Northern Cueliar, is estimated by the following 
Table at 01,345 —■ 
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Exterminating' wars amongst themselves having 
compelled the Kookies to seek shelter and pro¬ 
tection in Cachar, their attention seems wholly 
giii-en to agricultural pursuits, and they are oppiv- 
rently completely weaned from all desire of pur¬ 
suing their old custom of perpetual war with them 
neighbours. They live on the most friendly terms 
witli the ICachang Xagah and Meelrir tribe*, ami 
arc greatly respected by them for their known 
martial character. The marauding AngahniM Xo- 
gata look on the Kookies with awe or respect, nnd 
have, in consequence, never dared to attack them. 
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In the Tippflrnh district there are innumerable 
tribes or clans of Kookits under the rulo of here' 
ditary Rajahs nr chiefs. In Northern -Cacher 
the principal old duns- firs four in number, vm ,: 
Khelamabj Rauthoe, Bete, Lamkrmij and with the 
last colony several Rajahs or chiefs have arrived, 
whom nil tlie Koohice seem to rcape-Ct. They eve 
divided into three duns, ns follows i—■ 

Villages. ITouicv 

1. J&ngsenclnn > ♦ 28 . . - 907 

S. TMdaeo » ■ - 12 ■ - * 

3. Shingshooii ^ I - * * Cfl 

Grand Total 41 1,013 

For oach of the old clans there are five chiefs 
[)]■ elected managers of the community- The first 

jrt called n Ghblitnj the second, Guboorj. the 

third, Uurdmpea I the fourth, ChoEa Chapcn; and 
tire fifthj Tangba. Those five persons arc elected 
by the Roj dun, or village community, aid they 
form a council for the settlement of the affaire of 
the tribe, in accordance with the wishes of the 
people- In all affairs of importance they' assem¬ 
ble together, and nothing is decided on excepting 
by the majority of the votes of the most influential 
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members of the dan, given through the elected 
council. 

On the death of the Gh alien, the Ghaboor suc¬ 
ceeds him find not Ida sd-n or brother, and pro¬ 
motion is thus by regular, rotation. Oil the fifth 
being promoted to the fourth grade, his vacancy 
is filled up by a general election of a proper per¬ 
son from the tribe to fill the vacant scat. The 
council decide all petty disputes, and impose fines 
on the delinquents for all trivial as well as helli¬ 
ons offences, and the penalty of death ie not in- 
Dieted either by the Rajah or the council for 
theft, adultery, or murder, and whatever is realised 
from finea by the council is divided amongst them 
according- to- their respective grades. When a 
fine is paid with a pig,, the animal is killed and cut 
op into pieces, and portions are given to all the 
chiefs, as well as to the owner of the house in 
which the pig liae been cooked, and the rcmnmder 
Is given iu equal portions to the public. On mar¬ 
riages and deaths, and on occasions of worship¬ 
ping the gods, the chiefs are first presented with 
spirituous liquor, and after them others of leas dig¬ 
nity, which is considered a great mark of respect. 

Marriage is not consummated before the age of 
puberty. When a youth is desirous of marrying 
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into nny family* liie parents visit the pftTKits oi the 
damsel selected, and present a pitcher of spirihumB 
li^uar. If this be refused* the proposed alliance is 
declined J hut* if the liquor is accepted, the youth 
is sent for, and* U' his father is able to pey in kind* 
or coin, twenty-five rupees (21 Ifrs.) to the parents 
of the damsel, the marriage soon takes place; 
otherwise, the young man is formally made over 
to the eare of the parents of the damsel, to remain 
in bondage for a certain number of years, generally 
two or three, and sometimea five. Should ha fall 
sick, ha returns homo, and the period of absence 
does not count as part of the time agreed upon to 
bo served* When the period of service expires, a 
grand feast is given in proportion to their means, 
and the marriage ceremony is performed by the 
Ghalim, Or chief of the village. The bride and 
bridegroom place their feet together on a large 
stone, and the Ghalim, after sprinkling both with 
water, addresses the bride thus 

This nmu has taken you to be his wife: he 
faithful h and have no evil communications with 
other men, live with him, cheer him with liquor 
and meat, and nmke him happy all the days of his 
life, and may you be blessed with a numerous 
progeny. If you act otherwise,yon will be a worth- 

d £ 
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less creature, and will he fined heavily*" With 
this peroratj^rt the marriage ceremony concludes, 
and theaoafbrw&rd they are deemed man and wife. 

If b woman leaves her husband, nud ifl guilty of 
Adultery, the injured husband invites the members 
of the council to visit him at his house, pieces a 
jug of liquor before them, and states his complaint. 
The offender is immediately sum atoned j nnd, if 
guilty, does ]»t heBitufca to confess his guilt j the 
council of chiefs then fine lam, in property or coin, 
about forty rupees- The injured husband receives 
thirty rupees of the Ane> nnd the council retain ton 
rupees for their own rammerution* The Ihithless 
woman is not taken hack by her injured husband, 
but is permitted to remain with the defendant. 

If a maiden is seduced, ns soqu as the parents 
hear of it they have her married at once to her 
lover, with the usual ceremonies. If a widow ie 
seduced, a pot of liquor is exacted as n fine; hut 
the chiefs do not interfere in a matter of seduction 
a & in ft case of adultery. 

When ft man’s house ia robbed, or cotton or 
grain is stolen from the field, il the thief is appre¬ 
hended, iie is fined ten rupees, which is paid to the 
plaintiff, who then purchases a pig worth one 
rupee, and four annas wortli of liquor, and gives 
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both to the council for their decision on hia csiec. 

If the charge of theft ft not substantiated, the 
complainant in heed n pitcher of liquor, 

A year alter the death of a man's wife lie 
BtiTtunons her relatives, treats them with liquor, 
and solicits permission to cut his hair. la the 
second year he again assembles bin late wife'e bro¬ 
thel's and relatives, and gir£& them ft feast of ft pig, 
idea* and liquor, intimating thftt his wife has been 
dead so long, and that he is desirous of marrying 
again. If hie- request he acceded to, he may again 
enter the state of wedlock ; but without permission 
he cannot many again. A widow is hound by the 
gnmc custom as a widower. She may mniry again 
nfter three years have elapsed from the death of 
her husband, with the consent of her deceased 
hosbaudV relatives. 

If a man dies at night his body is burned in the 
morning* Vegetables and rice are placed on the 
spot where the body was burned, and the relatives 
of the deceased address tlie ashes of tbs consumed 
covpss tli us, “We bid you fore wall to-day ; what- 
aver money aftd rice you have acquired, leave with 
us.” On the following day friends resort to the 
deceased man's house, and offer up a sacrifice of ft 
fowl to the gods Tevue and Sangron. Liquor is 
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freglv partaken, the good qualities of the deceased 
are recited, and much lament atiou i& made. W hen 
a married man dEes, all Ms friends fiSflemtl* and 
bewail their lose. Vegetables and rice are cooked, 
and placed on the left side of the cor]>sc with fl 
gourd or bottle of liquor. The whole patty are 
then treated with liquor- The youths of the village 
prepare a bier, and the corpse is washed and dressed 
in new clothes to be burned. They piftcc on tho 
corpse his ssckle, spear, eating utensils, and personal 
ornaments, and a rupee on his mouth. The whole 
of the villagers then, dressad out in their war habi¬ 
liments, accompany the corpse to tha funeral* The 
men who heme tho body are entitled to tho rupee 
placed on the mouth of the deceased. The widow 
puts on all her best clothes and ornaments, 
adorns herself with flowera, and joins the proccs- 
sEon hearing the body to the funeral pyre. On the 
body being consumed to ashes, the widow puts 
aside her ornaments and flowers, and takes a final 
leave of her husband’s remains in the words, 
“ Thus long have we lived together, this day are 
we separated J" and, placing rice and vegetables on 
the ashes of her husband, with reverential obeis¬ 
ance to the same, she returns home with dishevelled 
hair. 
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The ftmwalfl of the Bell chn of Kookies are 
conducted in the following fashion. Soon after 
death the corpse « woelicd with warm water, and 
covered up with a cloth j after which friends are 
summoned to meet together at the house of the 
decked, where, after pacing the day and night 
in taking liquor mid food, each individual gives 
the corpse ei new cloth, the body is interred with 
tha clothe ornaments, eating utensils, sword aud 
spear, mid the company then return home. The 
day after the funeral a bamboo arrow is made, m 
front of the house where the deceased resided, and 
after being spit on by every one, is then thrown 
into the jungle. A tree ia likewise planted, and 
a fowl sacrificed, which concludes the obsequies. 
Most indistinct notions are entertained in regard 
to religion, Tha Kookies certainly seem to believe 
in a future state of retribution and a plurality- of 
gods or spirits, who, they affirm, have equal power. 
The principal deities worshipped ore calted Terse 
and Sangrtm, to whom fowls, pigs, and spirituous 
liquor, are offered m sacrifice on all oceans of 
sickness, famine, or other affliction, which they 
conceive is the surest method of averting evil and 
bringing their wishes aud undertakings to a suc¬ 
cessful termination. 
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The Kooikiea have no images or temples of any 
bind. When the spirit deports from the body, the 
auget of death ie supposed to convey it away 
according to its merits in tbia life. If a good life 
has been led in thia worlds the soul is transported, 
with a song of triumph, to the gods, ever after to 
remain at ease, and free to go whither it listetlu 
TJie ainuei'j however, subject to a variety of tor¬ 
ments—to impalement; to ho cast into u de^p burning 
gulf} hanging; cmd to arpooure to the excruciating 
ngouy of being immersed in boiling winter* Aa to 
how long liberty and happiness are enjoyed by the 
goad, or how long the wicked are tormented in the 
next world, no definite ideas seem to prevail* They 
imagine they are horn again in seine other stater 

Injuring tlie property of others, or taking it 
without payment; using violence; abusing parents; 
fraudulently injuring another; giving false evidence; 
speaking disrespectfully to then god; marrying an 
elder brother's wife; putting your foot on, or walking 
over, a man's body; speaking profanely of religion 
—ars acta of impiety. 

Feeding the hungry; giving dims to the poor ; 
liquidating (lie debts of the needy; giving shelter to, 
:md assisting, traveler*; bestowing anything re¬ 
quired by another to make un offering to the deity; 
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respecting superiors; fanning a person when over¬ 
come with fatigue and heat j Icing kind to chil¬ 
dren; teaching the ininah, parrot, and bheemrBj, 
to talk; worshipping the gods; bringing a person 
home nt night by torchlight, when bewildered in 
11 lej jungles; obedience to patents and superiors:; 
giving water to the thirsty, and being courteous to 
everybody—are meritorious deeda- 

Thc Itookies are fond of hunting, mid destroy 
many elephants for the sake of the tusks, which 
always meet with a ready aide in our markets, 
The weapons used arc a small bow with poisoned 
arrows, a spear, and ft dao or sword, ft most de¬ 
structive kind of heavy short weapon. They are 
fond of war, hat not apparency for the mere sake 
of plunder, but to gratify a spirit of revenge, or, it 
ts suid, to procure heads for some religious cere¬ 
mony on the death of a Itnjnh. They do not 
attack their enemies openly in the day, hut steal 
on them Ly nigEitj, aud having surrounded the 
place to he attacked, nt the break of day rush in 
on every quarter and exterminate young and old, 
woman and children, indiscriminately. If com¬ 
pletely successful, some few may be spared to be 
kept as slaves- Previously to setting out on a 
lioblilo incursion, they alter up a pig us a sacrifice 
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to the deity. If any one of the party is alain 
by tie enemy, the corpse is buried on the spot 
without burning-, the customary ceremonies being 
dispensed with, and neither relatives nor friends 
lnmeut together cm the occasion. If victorious, 
they bring home the heads of their enemies, ond, 
on reaching their villages, the warriors, dressed 
out in their war attire, have A dance, bent 
drums, pky hamboo-pipea and the lustrum flirt called 
jltiuijh} after which the heads of their enemies are 
fastened to ft pole, and stuck up at A spot where 
three or four roads meet together* 

In a memoir on Sylhet, Caehar, nnd other dis¬ 
tricts, by tire late Captain Fisher, .formerly Super¬ 
intendent of Caehar, that officer states, “The 
object of the ICookis inroads on the plains ie not 
plunder, for winch they have mover been known 
to show any desire, but they kill and carry away 
the heads of os many human beings os they can 
wise, and have been known, in one night, to curry 
off fifty* These are used in certain ceremonies 
performed at the funerals of their chiefs, and it 
is always after the death of ono of their Ilojahs 
that their incursions occur. The Kookies have 
been accused of caimilwJism, and I am aware of 
one histanefl in which the charge seemed eubstan- 
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tinted, but they disclaim the imputation with much 
vehemence." 

la my tours in the hills I have hud a good deal 
of communication with the Kookies, ns they arc 
the most hardy and best Coolies in the district for 
hill travelling* The Kookie chiefs have likewise 
frequently visited ms at Now-Gong} and when¬ 
ever X put the question to them, whether they did 
not eat the flesh of human beings slain in battle, 
they have invariably promptly denied the exist¬ 
ence of such a custom in the tribe with apparent 
abhorrence ; and although nothing comes amiss to 
a Kook ie—the elephant, rhinoceros, and beef, be¬ 
ing equal delicacies—we have been unable to prove 
that tliev are or ever were cannibals. 

Lieutenant Vincent describee the new Kookica 
ns follows:— w The new Kookie clans have an 
excellent form of government. They ore preaided 
over by Rajahs <md Muutrees, who deride all 
matters of dispute brought before them} and in 
such respect do they hold their Rajahs that their 
word is law. One, among all the Rajahs of each 
class, is chosen to be the Prudhain or chief Rajah 
of that clan. The dignity is not hereditary, ns is 
the cose with the minor rnjohsbipfl, but ia enjoyed 
by each lUjah of the elan in rotation. All the 
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ltaj aim are collected, linving sprung from the 
same original otobk j nor can any other person 
succeed! to this dignity until the present r&ee of 
Rajahs ia extinct. Should none of the family 
survive, the family of the chief minister would be¬ 
come the head of the clan, and, consequently, that 
from which the Rajahs would be selected; but 
there can be little fear of any such contingency, 
n& the person of the Ltaj ah is held to he sacred. 
For instance, should two ctona go to war, tile 
inferior members on both sidee might he killed, 
hut no one would think of killing either Rajah. 
It was on this account that the Hookies were bo 
iucensed at one of their Rajahs having been killed 
by tlie Rimzne Nagahs in August, ISECh The very 
night the Rajah died they assembled their forces 
from all quarters, to the number of 300 or SCO 
fighting men, fmd on the following morning moved 
to the attack of Nimzac. The Nflgahs, though wai> 
like and prepared to repel them, were terrified at 
the approach of such nn overwhelming body and 
fled iii haste from the village, and the Hookies 
followed them up, overtook and killed their Gong 
Boomh, the others only saving themselves by 
flight" 

The Kookios have some strange customs, one 
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being that of amohe'diyiug the dead bodies of the 
Rnj aha. After the dea th of a Raj ah bis body ia kept 
in this state for two months before burial, in ordci- 
that his family and clan may still have the aatia- 
fftetion of liaving him before them. Ho is then 
interred with grand honours, caws and pigs being 
killed to feast the whole don, and pieces of their 
flesh sent to distant villages. The heads of the 
animals hilled at his burial aw placed on largo 
posts of wood over his grave. His son, however 
young) is than elected Rajah, aead looked up to 
with ail almost anpMBlitimu respect. Should & 
Rajah fall in battle by any din nee, they imme* 
diatdy proceed on a war expedition, kill and bring 
in the head of some individual, bold fe&stinga and 
dancings, and then, after tutting the bead into 
pieces, send a portion to each village of the clan. 
This was. dene on the murder of the Kookie Hajah 
by the Nimzae Hagnhs, A patty set out on n war 
expedition and brought in a head from some Hagah 
village tributary to Mitmpoor, anti performed the 
ceremonies above described. This is considered in 
the light of sacrifice to appease the manes of the 

deceased chief* 

The tusks of all elephants killed by hunting- 
parties are the property of the Rajah to whose 
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village the successful hunters belong;; and as a 
reward the Rajah beatowg on them tJia flesh of 
the slain alaphmn, or feasts them with a pig, which 
is conaitiereti ample remuneration* 

Should any subject conceal n tusk, or indeed 
the smallest trifle, which the Rajah wilted for mid 
had demanded, he would immediately be tried by 
the Rajah and 31 natives, and himself and family 
degraded to perpetual slavery, AH the property 
they possess is fcy simple sufferance of the Rajah* 
Theft among them ia punished in the same way, 
by condemnation to perpetual slavery. The pare 
ties thus doomed become the property of the 
Rajah, are compelled to till his lands, nnd perform 
every bind of work required. 

The Koukies are inveterate Smokers, and even 
children of five years old are seen with a bamboo 
pipe in their moutlis. The men smoke pipes, 
either of plain bamboo, both bowl nnd stain, or 
brass bowls ornamented with a bird or some other 
device with a bamboo stalk. The women smoke 
* bubble bubble" or the tobacco drawn through 
water* This water, when well impregnated with 
tobacco-juice,, is, put by in a goblat to be drunk 
by the men, who sip a mouthful at a time, retain¬ 
ing it in their mouths far half and hour and up- 
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wanls, probably for the Bake of tie bitter narcotic 
it contains. 

The men, like tbe Nagaha, when not employed in 
cultivating or preparing their lands, eit basking in 
the arnij and smoking their pipes; the women, oil 
the other hand (here again like the Nagah women), 
are never idle. When not employed in household 
duties, or tha cultivation of their fields, they nre 
to he seen with their pipes between their teeth, 
smoking hard, and working away at the loom, on 
which they prepare four different kind*, of cloths. 
A white cloth with a black border for the men; a 
blue dyed cloth, also for the man, of about five feet 
long, both worn wound round the body ; a striped 
cloth, of about eighteen inches broad, worn m a 
petticoat, reaching from far below the navel to 
half-way down the thigh; mid a thick quilt made 
of pieces of raw cotton woven into a crass woof of 
cotton thread, the same as is mentioned under the 
head of the old Hookies. 

Tha Hookies culti vate rice and cotton, but in a 
rammer quite opposed to the system punned by 
the Caohawee and Hagals, the former of whom 
raise three crops of rice from the same land, and 
the latter four. The Kcokics raise only one crop, 
and then relinquish the land and Cut down new 
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fomta of bamboo for the cultivation of tlie suc¬ 
ceeding year. Their rice is of a very superior 
description to any I saw in Northern Cachnr, and 
is raised from seed brought from their own coun¬ 
try and Muueepoor. The crop is net cut till 
November, whflreaa that of the other Hill tribes 
is cut in August and September; their cotton 
is also very fine. Besides this they grow to¬ 
bacco, and all the usual vegetables met with in 
the hill*. 

The men ore powerful and hardy, but turlm- 
leutly inclined. Having been accustomed to war 
in their own country, they are exceedingly well 
suited for soldiers, and those that have been 
enrolled in the TCookic levy at Silchar have 
turned out well. The Kookies in Northern Cachnr 
(ire moat omious to be. enlisted in the Now-Gong 1 
militia, o desire that should he gratified, as likely 
to civiliiE! them. They ore frugal in their habits, 
no man thinking of taking a wife until he ls able 
to support cue, as be has to pay a dowry for her 
in the first instance to her parents, varying in 
amount according to the rank of the girl. They 
are alao particularly modest ami decent, each to an 
living with, his fondly in a separate house. The 
widows also live ill house* of their own (in this 



respect tike the Tingahs and Cochari<w), built for 
them by the villagers 

The men wear a largo ciotb, sometimes two, 
wrapped loosely round the body, and hanging from 
the elioukler to the knee. Underneath thi.9 they 
wear nothing, the whole body being hare, in which 
they consider there exists no want of modesty, ns 
such bus been their custom from time immemorial. 
When engaged m any occupation, they either 
wrap their cloth round the lower part of the body* 
or twist it round th& waist with the ends hanging 
down in front, the back being left quite hare. 
They nte always to be seen with a belt slung 
across the shoulder, suspending at the side either 
a sheath with their dfro or hatchet in it, or a 
knitted bug containing their pipe, tobacco, and 
tinder-box r The belt, in the case of n poor man, 
is merely a piece of deerskin, about two inches in 
breadth; in that of a wealthy man, four or five 
inches broad, decorated with four or fivo rows of 
cowrie shells. They also wear a kind of iron 
"skewer, ox, if poor, a porcupine's quill, stuck 
into their back hair, which is tied together in a 
knot. 

One of their ornaments has a very singular 
appearance. The ear is horod in the fleshy part, 
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ftiid drawn out and stretched over a thick silver 
ririL'-j one of which I found On measurement to be 
five inches *u)d n quarter in circumference, and one 
inch in breadth. Of course it takes time for the ear 
to attain this size ; but they commence at an early 
m?a bv putting pieces of bamboo and cane into the 
pierced holes* which gradually stretch the shin to 
the required size. A singularly distinguishing 
mark between the JAngaen and Taddoes clans ie, 
that the former have the skin of the ear stretched 
to its utmost extant* while the latter have very 
small holes pierced in the cartilage. 

The women wear n abort striped petticoat, 
reaching from the upper part of the stomach half 
way down to the knee. Married women have 
their breasts bare, but all virgins are covered, 
wearing a similar cloth to the petticoat wound 
round the boaom underneath the arinpite- They 
wear their hair prettily plaited at the back* the two 
ends being brought round in front and tied just 
above the forehead in the form of a coronet. Lite 
all hill people, the ICookies are most dirty in their 
habits, very seldom washing tlieir bodies, which 
ore covered with dirt and smoke. Probably this dis¬ 
inclination to perform necessary ablutions, among 
all hill tribes, may be accounted for by tbc water 
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iieiir a hill pfllnge being generally very scarce, mid 
also by the coldnosa of the dim etc. 

Tile Enjahs of the rfew Kookie clans annually 
collect cit the end of the harvest a pig and two 
m ennuis of dhan £ paddy), or an estimated value of 
three rupees from aaeli house, besides other collec¬ 
tions mode on extraordinary occasions, and all 
the elephants* tusks. brought in throughout the 
year by the hunters from their villages. They 
3iave hitherto presented only one elephant’s tusk 
annually to Government; this year four tusks and 
seventy rupees in cash wore collected from them, 
and they arc assessed for the future nt one rupee 
a house, on arrangement which I understand fmete 
great favour among the Ryots, as they hope 
their Hajnhs will be content with Government 
commission, and relieve them from their former 
exactions. 

The sites of the Kookie villages are well chosen 
on the broadsst parte of the highest ridges, with 
water near at hand, generally a small hill stream. 
Some of the chief villages contain as many as 900 
liouses, commodiously built on platforms raised 
between three and four feet from the ground. 
Every port of ths house is formed of bamboo, 
there being but few trees of any kind, and little 
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&r no grass in Northern Cachrtr h as the character 
of the whole country is ^ dense forest of bamboo. 
The posts of else houses arc bamboo®, driven deep 
into the ground j, the walls are formed of split 
bamboos, of which the platform ia alao made, and 
the thnteh Is composed of bamboo leaves neatly 
put on- For greater security against the in¬ 
clemency of the weather, ftn outer covering of 
apht bamboos fastened together is occasionally kid 
over the thatch. The house k divided into two 
rooms of a tolerable eiac. 

The houses of the poorer members being so 
good, it may be supposed that the Itajah hoa a 
fine building for himself; it may indeed be called 
n palace, being of great lengthj height, and 
breadth (1 havs seen some upwards of 100 feot 
ia length) built with large posts, and thatched, 
with grass, or grass and bamboo loaves inter* 
mingled. It is raised four feet from the ground, 
and ia very went inside, having a long room in the 
centre for the use of the Eajab, with email rooms 
on either side partitioned olT for the slaves, who 
coot and perform other menial offices. No ani¬ 
mals, with the e I caption of dogs, are kept within 
the house, which stands in a large courtyard, 
and, in addition to the usual stockading round the 
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viHacre* 39 ^ in the edge of the chief Udjoti uf the 
clatHj surrounded with n double palisade fur Ida 
greater protection. The minor IUjalia have a 
single poliaadie round their houses. 
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CHAPTER YIP 

Esptdiwynu igiicut Ibfi Angatmn* t'nfimfafi—Ficft £I[»li(jpn front 
Muiwtpor-StomJ ditto—First cipod Ilian front New-Gong— 
Sceonfl, iliird, fourtli, Mid. filth JSxpdliliMii fbocn IJow-Gwig- 

Tua country occupied by the Angahmee Jfagabs, 
south of Now-Gong^ is bounded on the north by 
the Dhunseeree river,, on the south by a high riing’s 
of mountains, forming- the boundary between the 
Muiitepoor territory ami Now-Gong, Poplongmaee 
being the most southern Angahmce Nagah village 
within the district. The western boundary extends 
ns Jar na Hoflang Hstjoo. The limit of the eastern 
boundary is still undefined and unexplored j but 
the Deeyong river on the north-east separates the 
Lotah jtfagahs in the Seebsogbur district from the 
Augjiluneo Nagetia, 

The first thus the Augahmes Negah country was 
ever visited by Europeans was iu January 
when Captains Jenkins and Pemberton^ with a 
party of 700 soldiers, and 800 Coolies, or porters, 
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to curry their baggage and provisions, [nacclied 
from Mnueepoor in progress to Assam, The rout© 
pursued was vui Sengmia, Mueeyangkk ang, Mu- 
rAmkhunao, Mohee Long, Yang, Foplongmnee, 
Tireea-mah, SumokhootiTig, Dhunseercc river, 
MoWng Dehooa and Knnisak, which latter place 
they reached about the S3rd of January IS32. 
The whole party suffered much from tbo want 
of provisions, and, in consequence, were obliged 
eventually to march the whole day through ft heavy 
dark forest,, until they arrived at Dehooa, where 
tlictr wants were supplied. The parly were opposed 
in their progress from Yang to Poplongmaee by 
the Angahmee Nagalis, and having no idea of the 
effect of fire-arms, their reactance was moat de¬ 
termined, They rolled down stones from the 
summit of the hills, threw epeara, and did their 
utmost by yelling nod intimidation to obstruct 
the advance of the force, but all in vain. The 
village of Foplongmaee, consisting of BOO or 
400 houses, was occupied by the troops, and a 
constant firing of musketry was necessary to keep 
the Angahmee INagahs at a distance, A stockada 
was taken at thu point of the bayonet, and the 
village was burned, iu which some lives were lost 
and many person & were wounded. Cunning, tren- 
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chca-ouEj vindictive mid warlike, the Angnhmee 
Nbgahs had hitherto neve-rencountered a foe equal 
to contend with them, end in utter ignorance of 
the effect of fire-ortne, they vainly imagined that 
.no party could penetrate through their territory. 
Luckily, the force vna well supplied with nnimu^ 
nition, and overcame nil opposition. 

In the cold season of 183% Lieutenant Gordon 
conducted the second expedition into the Augahtuee 
Niigub hilts, tn ijuty-livc juiCeis to the east of the 
route pursued by Captain Jcn|dns. He was 
nccompuuied by the late Hfijnli Gumbbur Sing 1 
with n force sufficient (Captain Pemberton remarks 
in his report on the eastern frontier) to overcome 
all opposition j hut a powerful coalition was entered 
into by nil the Hill tribes to jniTest bis progress, 
and ultimate success was entirely owing to Ids 
fire-arms. 

Northern Cadur having been annexed to the 
Zillah of Now-Gong, on the 3th January 1311SJ, 
Mr, Grange, Sub-Assistant to the Commisaioner, 
was entrusted with n detachment of the 1st Sehuu- 
dieSj, the present .find Assam Light Infantry, fifty 
men of the Caelinr levy, and a party of Shan 
Police Militia, to proceed to the Aaguhmee country, 
mid endeavour to repress the yearly inenvsiooft of 
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the Angsibtnw Nagahsinto Cachar for plunder and 
slaves. He reached the stockaded Thannah at 
Goomogoojae In. Northern Cachar, on the 11th 
January, and not receiving any inntructiona from 
the Superintendent of Cachar, he deemed St neces¬ 
sary to pay that officer a visit, and set out on the 
ISth, and reached Silchar on the Ltith. Return¬ 
ing- thence to the Gouniogoojee Thannnli, he was 
occupied till the SQtli January in collecting pro¬ 
visions, and CoolieG tocarry them, before his force 
could commence the march to the Angalirciec coun¬ 
try. His route then lay vid Semkur, Bcereh-mah, 
JJnlooklii-mnlij Muhye, Tirsenh-mnh to Tokojinnh- 
mnlij thence to Cliecreh-mab, Itojnpo-mahj Sumo- 
khco-trug;, a] id Ifohung Doelioa, which place Ijil 
reached on the ISth March. The Shana wore then 
located at Mol mug Decrmu. Tins levy returned 
to Cuchnr, and the Sebundy dofuchments to 
CWfllinttw* 

Tlirou gLout the journey the party was badly 
provided with provisions, and had hut few Codies to 
convey their bitggage mid food, and even those were 
pcapetually absconding. As they were harassed 
and jaded by daily long marches, and exposed 
to much wet weather, besides Frequent attempts of 
the Nugulis to attack the camp at nigkl* it i* 
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surprising thfit the expedition tori]] mated without 
further di&astnr than one or two Coolies having: 
been speared by the enemy. 

On the 3rd December, l{33ti, Mr, Grange was 
again deputed to visit the Angnhmee Hagahs. He 
set orut with the Shan detachm ent from Dheein&hpoor 
to Sumokboa-ting on the Slat Decernher, leaving 
the Jorcbath Militia to follow thence, when sup¬ 
plied with Coolies* On approaching the village 
of Smuokhoo-tiug, os was anticipated, the Nagnhs 
were not amicably disposed towards the detach¬ 
ment, and assembled with their spears ; but a little 
persuasion induced them to put aside their wea¬ 
pons, and to erect huts for the parly. At night, 
however, they oudoavoured to spear the sentries, 
and broke off all communication, stating that their 
spears were their Rajahs 1 . This conduct admitting 
uo aicuae, their grain was forthwith seized, and 
a stockade built, independent of the village. The 
Jorchath Militia having arrived, they were pheed 
in charge of the stockadea con tain iug the grain, and 
Mr. Grange set out on an excursion on the 2nd 
February to Hojapo-inah. 

Descending the Sumokhoo-fing bill to the south¬ 
east, he went up the stony bed of the Deeboo river, 
till be arrived opposite the low range of hills on 
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which Bcjapoinah is situated, Here the Xagaba 
hod easembled to obstruct hie progress; but the 
chief; Karebee; having been induced to come into 
camp, a friendly intercourse ensued. 

On the 3rd February the party reached Tireesh- 
ii]oh ; here they were, as on the first tour 1 ; treated 
with civility by the people. On the 4th they 
ascended the great southern range of mountains, 
fJjOOO feet high; by the path token by Captain 
Jenkins in hh route acrose the bills from Munee- 
poor in 1832, The ascent was extremely steep 
and harassing; and the whole party did not reach 
the email river below the village of Foplongmaee; 
or Echo-D ink, till three r. m. 

The next day the party encamped On the banks 
of the Tohool river in the same fences occupied 
a few days before by the Muncepoor troops, Pro¬ 
ceeding up tbc rocky bed of the Tohool river a 
short distance on the Gth; towards tlie reeky ridge 
on which Yang is ait-uated; all the JS'ogaba of that 
village assembled, and would not for a long time 
come down and show the way to the ground on 
which the Muneepoor troops had encnmpedr At 
last, after much persuasion; three men were in¬ 
duced to point out the route j. but; having gone a 
short diataiiLC; they set up their hideous war- 
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howl and rushed down a precipice. This act of 
treachery brought on them several shots from the 
Sipahces, who, after considerable difficulty, at 
length g-tiiiicd the encamping ground occupied by 
Captain Jenkins in 16 S3, between Yung ami 
Hoclc-ng. 

The country here is extremely rugged and re- 
pulstve in appearance, being composed of high 
rocky ranges, with but litde flat ground at their 
hoses. The aides of the ridges are covered with 
low bushes and small patches, of grass, aud a few 
scattered stunted firs. Daring the whole of the 
night the Efugahs were very troublesome. They set 
fire to the grass in all direction; and though the 
Mhelong Jtegaha had joined those of Yang* the 
ground being well pangied, that is, studded with 
sharp wooden spikes, no night attack was at¬ 
tempted. Hiving advanced thus far, and seeing 
no prospect of meeting the Muneepoor force, Mr. 
Grange commenced on the 7th February to re¬ 
trace his steps to Poptongmaee. He had hardly 
reach ed the footpath, which runs along the side 
of the Yang range, when the crash of boulders 
and stones made him aware of the treacherous 
attack of the Yang villager*. 

His party luckily divided into two divisions 
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without confusion, and thus escaped utter annihi¬ 
lation from the rolling etonea. The rear joined 
the rest witl] out accident, as soon as a diversion 
wbb made in their favour, by establishing on a 
knoll of the range a party who, by keeping 1 up a 
brisk five on the enemy, succeeded pcirtanlly in 
checking them in rolling down stones ; end in the 
interval the rear took advantage of tho cessation, 
and extricated themselves from their perilous 
position in a frightfully nnn,w and difficult pass. 
The Nn-gahs, however, having assembled En con¬ 
siderable numbers, the party were necessitated to 
cross over to tho opposite range, to avoid return¬ 
ing beneath steep declivities exposed to the rolling 
Stones of the enemy without being able to return 
their fire. 

After gaining the opposite range in safety, in 
spite of the jungle being set on fire in the rear of 
the retreating party, Mr. Orange reached the road 
on which he had advanced from Poplongronee, 
and encamped on his former ground in the bed of 
the Tobool river; but their fences lmd all been 
destroyed, and they were much impeded in tbeiv 
movements by the ground in every direction being 
studded with pangies. 

On the 8th, still continuing to retreat towards 
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the height of roplongmaoe, and Anticipating 
the intentions of the No gabs to roll down atones 
on the party ns they passed beneath, Mr. Grange 
took u party of forty men and dislodged the enemy 
from their breastworks; after which, joining the 
venr-guard with the boggage, he drove the enemy 
bofore him, and took possession of the village of 
Poplongmaee, a portion of which had been burned 
by the Jiuncepoor troops, who lied just left that 
part of the country. For the recovery of the sick, 
and of those wounded by the pangies, Mr. Grange 
was obliged to remain in the village of Poji- 
kmgmace four days, and on the iSth continued 
Ena retreat towards Sumokhoo-ting. The enonay . 
appear to have been humbled by this visit; for, 
on hrr. Granges departure, they said they were 
afraid to return to their village as long as he 
remained, but on a future occasion they would 
net oppose him, ns they desired pence; for three 
Nagafrs had been killed, and several badly wounded; 

Owing to the sick and wounded, the retreat 
from Poplongjunee to the De-aboo river was 
fatiguing, occupying from nine a . hi, till dusk of 
evening; but no attempt whatever was made by 
the enemy to moJeat the party as they retired vid 
Tireeah-iuah, Fojapo-inah, to Sumokhoo-tiug, 
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which place they reached on the 16th February. 
Ths flick were pin ced in the stockade, oil the summit 
of the Sumokhoo-tiughill, and being 1 joined by sums 
of the Jorchnth Militia, Me. Grange again set 
out on the ISth February to accomplish a meet¬ 
ing with some lnivless Angohmee Kagaha further 
eastward. 

The first day he encamped at IMijeepeh-mah, nnd 
the nest at Pripheh-mah, where a Coolie going for 
water was wounded by thelNogaha. Leaving Fri- 
pheb-mah on the SOth, before posting through n 
track of grass jungle, Mrs Grange took the pre¬ 
caution to holt and set fire to tho jungle, and 
clear the path of pnngies. In the interval, four 
INngnhs made their appearance in the rent*., evidently 
to set fire to the gross previously to an attach la 
front* Instead of returning or meeting the party 
in a friendly manner, they assumed their usual 
war attitude of de-fiance, and commenced jumping 
about and spuming their spears Tins conduct 
immediately brought the fire of the Sipabeee upon 
them, when one Nftg&h was killed, nnd another, 
though severely wounded, effected hie escape by 
rolling down n precipice. The path being strewed 
with pangMQ, these? had to he removed before the 
party could advance and form their fenced comp, 
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about four nicies i» advance of Fripheli-nmb, on 
tbs buuke of a small stream. In eIlg evening, 
beacons or lighta, aa signals, wen observed in 
all directions on tha high hill#, the nutnber of 
lights at each station signifying that the party 
was baiting, advancing, or returning. 

The progress of the party on the Slat waa very 
slow, in consequence of the number of pangies 
required to be removed from the path ; nnd 
although the distance was only five milea, the 
encamping ground at Jappeh-muh was not reached 
till three P.&f, The Dfagahs deferred thair at to oh 
on the party till within a mile of the village, at 
a rocky part of the hill, when five or six men 
sprang out of the leading files and throw their 
apwirg, and before the Sipahecs had time to fire 
they rushed down the precipice. Several men of 
the guard worn struck by the spears; hut their 
clotbea being tied on ln«aly they escaped un¬ 
injured. The enemy had erected on embankment, 
which they deserted, on a Hank movement being 
jnada to attack. The village was cmi'ied; without 
ntnch opposition, although the entrance was very 
strong* The passage wna through a uoitow lane 
with a stona wall oil each side, and a single plank 
of considerable thickness formed the door. The 
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villagers did not again allow tfaemeedvae till night, 
Tvhftti they pelted stones at the party from nn 
Itoljoining high piece of ground, concealing them¬ 
selves behind atone wnlls. 

The next diAjj after BaireliiD^ for the well some 
distance from the village, whan the whole party 
had partaken of the water they experienced very 
unpleasant effects, being 1 afflicted with a dirti¬ 
ness and henvincss of the upper eyelids which 
uinde it difficult to keep them open. On 
iug the well or reservoir, it appeared that the 
enemy had bruised and steeped a poisonous root 
in tins water. Tim Nflguli prisoners" said, that 
while the roet woo fresh its effects were whnt 
hnd been experienced; but, if allowed to rot, 
it would kill nil who partook of it in three or four 
days. 

Jappcli-mah is nn old village of 300 or 400 
houses ; and at this period the inhabitants oppressed 
nnd plundered all the small weak neighbouring 
vitlftgsa. The Jfogaha of Jappeh-m&b were fully 
prepared for the visit; they hud hidden their grain 
In pits and crevices of rocks in the jungles, and had 
even taken off the grass roofe from their houses to 
prevent them being burned. The party remained 
here, safely gloctfided in the village six days, and 
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destroyed all the greiti,. Iiouaea, planks, stools, and 
everything they could meat with, hat still the 
JN'agahs reftufid to come in find sulimit to our 
authority. A leseon, however, lvns taught them - y 
the time had now arrived when they could no 
longer attack defenceless communities with impu¬ 
nity, or without being attacked iu return, nml 
utterly defeated, Hitherto, confiding in their 
remote, inaccessible position, their insolence was eo 
great os to imagine that there was no power suffi¬ 
ciently strong to repress their marauding raids. 

After much difficulty in providing for the con¬ 
veyance of the nick, Mr. Grange commenced! on 
the £7th February to retrace liis steps to Sumo- 
kh oo-ting. Qu passing through Mijeopeh-zimh, He 
learned that three men had been killed and several 
wounded m the encounter at J appeh-mah \ and as 
they did not attempt to obstruct or molest the 
party iu this retreat, tho success of tho expedition 
was complete. 

Oil reaching Siimoklioo-ting on the 30th Feb., 
Mr. Grange found that, through the carelessness 
of a Sipfihce, Itis grain godown had heen burned 
down, and tho Nagaha of Sumokboo-tiug assuming 
n threatening attitude, by spinning their spears and 
showing other aigug of hoatility, it became neees- 
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Bar y on the let March to' capture a few prisoners 
eis hostages for the good behaviour of the village* 

On the following day the whole party encamped 
at Dhcemnhpoor, on the Dbunseerec river, distant 
from Suiuokhoo-dng thirteen miles. Here, in 
one of the densest forests of Assam, the Shan 
Police Militia were permanently located in a 
stockade, for the protection of the frontier through¬ 
out the year from the marauding inroads of the 
Anguhmce Hagahs. Tims terminated the second 
military expedition from How-Gong against the 
Angnhtnee N&gfths* A few months after, the nine 
prisoners captured at Sutnokhoo-ting, and taken to 
How-Gong, were permitted to return to their hills, 
after having sworn to keep the peace, and pledged 
themselves to re mam in future in entire obedience 
to the Uritish Government. 

On theStith Nov ember> 1340, lieutenant Bcgge, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent of the Governor- 
General, left How-Gong to make a tonr through 
the Angahmcc hills. He entered the hi!is on the 
££nd January, 1341, with a detachment of the 
1st Assam Light. Infantry. On life arrival at 
SuriiokFLOQ-ting, the Hfegahs deserted the village j 
hut in a few days, having restored confidence, and 
placed his provisions in charge of a guard, Its 
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wpft enabled to set out on tlic 3/th Junuftryj 
and rioted the following villages 3—Mijeapeh-mab, 
FrEpbeh-mah, Geeroopheli-muh, Sassab-niatij Mo- 
zo-mah, and Kono-mah. Thence he proceeded 
serose the southern range to Poplong-m&ee, anti 
turning northward returned to Sumokboo-ting 
Tir«ah-mah nndEojapo-mah on the Oth February, 
Ilia route then lay through Tlojapo-mabj Chah- 
meh, Lehiili-mah, Jalookeli-mah, Balockeh-radii, 
Ssmkur, on to Hoenng Hajoo in Northern Cacharj 
which place lie reached on the 2£nd February, 
haringj for the firat time, traversed the country 
without meeting any opposition - 

To im-ange the boundary between the Now- 
Gong district and tlieMnneapoor state, Lieutenant 
Bigge proceeded oil the 24th November, 1841, 
wid Northern Cachfiv to Silchar, nod tbcnco to 
Muticepoor, On the 2nd January, 1842, he edit in a 
joint report with Captain Gordon, Political .Agent 
at Mimeepoor, in which ha established the summit of 
tiie high range of mountains se the proper boun¬ 
dary line. Returning bo Now-Gong on the 
January, Lieutenant Eigge set out for Dheemnh- 
poor otl the 8th February, where be was met by a 
detachment of the Assam Light Infantry, - ami 
advanced ns for ns llojnpo-mab. Till the lOth 
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Mu nth he was busily occupied in a fruitless en¬ 
deavour to cut open a road along the banka of the 
Deeboo river, east of Sumokhoo-ting* The rainy 
season, however, setting in, he was obliged to 
desist from the attempt and return to Now r -Gong. 

No expedition was seat into the AngahmeeNugah 
country in 1S43, and the tribes continued their 
annual predatory and murderous raide ns usual. 
In lB4li they made two inroads, killing four par¬ 
sons each time, and carried off a considerable 
quantity of property. In 1854, two incursions were 
made into the Ranginnli No gab bills ; three persons 
were killed in tbe first foray and six in the second, 
and oil both occasions the people were plundered 
of their properly. Although eighty-nine persons 
were concerned in both attach^ from the difficult 
nature of the country, nol a single individual was 
ever captured, the whole party having retreated 
to their bills ns aeon as they had eoauniLtcd these 
depredations. Becoming still bolder, and finding 
that a guard of one Nnick and four Shan Police 
Militia Sipfthecs, detached from the atockade at 
Ilosang Heyoo fur the protection of the small vil¬ 
lage of Luufcye in Northern Ckchnr, obstructed, 
or was a check on their marauding incursions, 
they trencherously surprised the little party at 
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uight, on the third October 1344, and killed three 
Shun Sipstieee and a boy; one Sip&hee alone 
e&cnping with a wound to Hoaang Hajoo, to toll 
the fate of his companions. 

In consequence of the frequent audacious raids of 
these freebooters, Captain Eld, Principal Assistant, 
accompanied by Mr, Sub-A&sifttant Wood, and a 
detach meat of fifty men of the Bud Assam Light 
Infantry, set out from ■HW-Gong on the 10th 
Dacomhcr, 1644, with the express object of cap¬ 
turing' the murderers of Sipnhees at Lnnkye. On 
arriving at Ifoaiiug Hfljoo, Captain Eld learned 
that the Nngahs of the village of Assaloo ware 
apparently implicated in the attack made on the 
emnt] guard at Lunkye, through having afforded 
shelter in their village to tlie Angnhmce Nflgfthflj 
avfln if thay did not join in the attach, Mr, 
Wood was accordingly directed to visit the village. 
On his approach, however, whether from fear or a 
sense of their guilt, tliey took to immediate flight, 
and their village was in consequence burned. Pro- 
Cfteilieg thence eastward, they readied Eecreh^mah, 
and a portion of tho villagers being implicated in 
the late treacherous massacre at Luitkye, and 
having absconded, their huts also wore burned to 
the ground- Captain Eld then relumed, rid Dhee- 
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iruhpoor, to Now-Gong on the 10th January LH4&, 
and deputed Mr. Wood to visit the Tillage* of 
Mozo-nmti and Kono-mah from Dheemnhpoor, 
with the Assam Light Infantry detachment* He 
went up the bed of the Daeboo river to Gbeereh- 
mall, thence to Totojinah-mah, Mozo-moh, and 
Kono-mnh. Mr. Wood demanded of the village 
of Kono-mah the immediate surrender of the 
Nhgahu, who had tilled the Shan Sipahees at 
Lunkye. After considerable parley they restored 
the four musket* which they had carried off from 
Lunhya, hut ivould not listen to the damn rid of de¬ 
livering up the culprits} and aa they appeared to 
pride themselves on their prowess and glory m 
thetr successful rnids H there was no alternative but 
to undeceive them, and convince them of their in¬ 
ability to persevere in these practices with impunity. 
With great promptitude, Mr. Wood immediately 
advanced wiMi his detachment towards the village 
of Kono-mah ; the inhabitants instantly lost courage 
on the approach of the troops, and fled with pre¬ 
cipitation to the jungles, und part of the village 
wub in consequence reduced to a&hee. 

Such was the result of the fifth expedition, A 
barbarous, unprovoked maasnere of three Shan 
Scpoye hot! been committed. Conciliatory mea- 
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Burca were first tried for the apprehension of the 
clcIlitrpLr!!]ts without avail, and then the destruction 
of three of the enemies' villages ensued with ns 
Hide effect- In this predicament it fall to my Jot 
to succeed to the management of this state of 
affairs, Before, however, I proceed further on my 
journey into the Angabmee hills, I may here give 
some account of the Reng'mnh Nagahs and Mee- 
tirs, whose hills wc Imv.u skirted on our wny to 
Dhccmafapoor, nnd with whom we have held con¬ 
stant communication. 
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CHAPTER VIII, 

TJlC Hil^amsh, SllgFiliJI —lievcnuE acttlEinCut— J-Umwri nniL cnptiflmn 
——Mddc Qt BHi-CSfiinEnt -i-RevuchJC ifiltlsiriHlSi^JEcl^gjuti 
a’ld tllUDHH Of tJlfl 

Although the plains of the district of Kow- 
Goug have been under a revenue assessment since 
the conquest in 1824-25, we have been slow in 
making much progress towards subjugating tba 
HU1 tribes, or acquiring: information regard big 
them. In iBftO Mr. Grange Sub-Assistant Com- 
miaaionev, seems to have boon the first European 
officer, who met the Rengmoh Nagabe hi the 
vicinity of Mohmig Balloon, on hta way to the 
Angahmee If ilk S ubscquei itly, scarcely a yea r has 
passed without the officer in charge of the district 
having hod communication with them j but no 
revenue settlement was ever made with them, Or 
written agreement taken from them to pay re¬ 
venue, till February 1647, when Captain Butler, 
Principal Assistant, induced several of the most 
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influential Chiefs to- visit Now*Gong, on which 
occflftifln they readily assented to be taxed at one 
rupee per house, and gave him a written agreement 
to Tint effect. 

This measure being approved by the Agent to 
the Governor-General, Mr. Sub-Asbi&tnnt Masters 
was deputed in December 1847, to enter the 
Bongmah hills from Golaghnut; but, after visiting 
many villages, that gentleman round the country 
so lieavy and impassable from tlie deuee wet jun¬ 
gles, that he was constrained to return to tbe 
plains at ICageerungn. He again met with the 
Rmigtnah Nbgahs on bia route over tlie Meekir 
hills vi& Baxmenee, Stidham poor, on to Mohung 
Bchooa; when tlie Erst revenue settlement with nil 
the Rcngmoh Nagab villages discovered—thirty- 
two in number—was auccesafully accomplished. 
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From the preced in "Table, it appears, that thirty- 
two villages contained houses which, at four 
persons to each house, would give a population of 
2,756 person Sr The Eengmah Nagahs are evi¬ 
dently descended from the AngnhmeeXngflhs;. and it 
is said tbntj. in consequence of oppression nnd feuds 
in ilicir own tribe, they emigrated to the lugh hills 
occupied by the Tokophcn Nagahs; but further dis¬ 
sensions and attacks from the Lotah aiLdAiignfiir.ee 
Nagshs compelled them to take refuge on their 
present low hills in the vicinity of (lie Meekins, 

At the present day the Rengmah Nagaha appear 
degenerating. In physiognomy they differ but 
little from the Cueharce tribes, and many have mar- 
riad Gtsehnree and Assamese wives. The villages 
are small, and they have but few domestic animals; 
among these the principal are some cows of the 
hill breed, pigs, and fowls. They procure braee 
ornaments from the village of Gttenge, and spears 
from the Angahmee hTngnhs. A considerable quan¬ 
tity of cotton is grown in their hills, besides rice, 
which they barter for salt, hand-bills, beads ond 
hoes, to petty hawkers, who proceed up the river 
Jnmmoona with small supplies from Now-Gong, 
and sudly impose oil these uncivilised tribes hi 
their dealings with them, both in price and weight. 
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Lite other HiU tribes* they acknowledge the 
power of lx plurality of gods; and sacrifices of cows* 
pigs, and fowle, are offered on nil occasions. Mar* 
riage is regarded merely ns a civil contract* and 
no religions ceremonies are performed. According 
to the menus of the bridegroom* fowls, dogs, nud 
spirits* arc given as a. present to the parents of the 
damsel selected* and her consent being obtained* 
as well as that of W parents (for she has a right 
to refuse)* a grand feast is given by the bridegroom 
on the day of his marriage to the whole villnge. 
In return* they ore obliged to present the newly- 
married couple with a new house in the village* 

AH offences of a tiivial nature are settled Ly a 
council of elders of the village* who impose fines on 
the culprits. The llengmah Dfagnlis* like tits An- 
gahmea Nognhe* inter their dead* and pines the 
spear and shield of the deceased in the grave; a 
few sticks with some eggs and grain are laid 
upon it* and the funeral ceremonies conclude with 
lamentations and feasting. 
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MEPTCfUS. 

The tract of country situated in the Now-Gong 
district, Called the Meekir Dills, extends from the 
Kuleunec river east to the Jiimmoonah river west of 
Rubhoka, about sixty railed in length, or seven 
daya' journey h On the north; the Meekir hills ui'c 
bounded by the plains of the Mctkirp&r MebaJ, 
the Mongahe of Rungobegur, Kageevunga, and 
Bokakhat. From north to south, to the .Turn- 
moonnh river, the distance in a straight lino moy be 
thirty-five or forty miles. The Meekir villages and 
cultivation extend ensfcivavd only as far as the 
Euloanee river in Morung, Beyond that river 
tbe Rengmah boundary commences, and terminates 
with the Bhunseeree river, separating .Now-Gong 
from the Seebsnghur district. 

The Meokirs generally inhabit the interior por¬ 
tion of the hills; but a majority of their villages 
are within & day's journey of the plains. Accord¬ 
ing to the tradition of the tribes, they were origi¬ 
nally settled in Too leer am, Senaputtce's territory, 
under petty chiefs of their own selection. Some 
years ago, they wore conquered by a Elijah of 
Onchnr, from wliiwe oppression they were driven 
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to take refuge in Jynteefl, Meeting there with 
the seine treatment, some emigrated to Dcsmoroo, 
Beeltollfib, nod Ranee in the district of Knmroop ; 
the remainder took up their present abode in the 
locality described above, In this position, bow- 
ever, having 1 tbe plains of Assam on the north, a 
portion of CachfiT on the south, and being only 
separated from Jynteeo by a apace of thirty miles 
of W lands, the Meekirs were subjected to con¬ 
tinual demands from these neighbouring states 
Their chief reliance, however, was on the Rajah of 
Assam, who appointed their principal chief over 
the whole clan, and collected a tribute irom them 
in kind, valued at about 33S rupees per annum. 

The articles given were ;™ 

300 bundles of cotton 3C0 rupees. 

300 bamboo mala.. 10 >j 

300 bundles of naloolta, the bark 

of a tree used as a perfume . Id )f 

300 Sanchce pat, the Irork of a 
tree, used formerly and even to 
this dny, sa paper to write on 10 „ 

Rupees ► , . 38S 

.No regular revenue was paid to the Cachnr Und 
Jvntcen states; whatever was exacted in kind or 
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coi-jj wns more in the shape of black moil > and, 
from aU we eeu lwm nt th& present day, the 
jiggregate amount realised by both states may 
he estimated at about' half the sum paid to the 
Hojali .of As^nrai, or the annual mm levied by the 
atutes from the whola tribe, did not, probably, 
exceed in value EOti rupees. 

Iii consideration of submitting to pay tribute to 
the li-njoh of Assam, a strip of laud, called Meekir- 
p U lj Mohcl, at the foot of tha Meekir hills, was 
Q-rnuted to the Medan wider the Ehelwaree 
system, for 401 rupees 8 amice 11 jricu, On the 
death of the Meekir Chief, Kan Burra!], in 184-0, 
and the abolition of iho Khclwarce, and introduc¬ 
tion of the hfongnhwftree, system In 12 41 it, s., 
or lS3-5-Sfl a. Dr, the revenue amounted to 
SHOCKS rupees 7 arm ns 10 pice. On the change of 
system at that period, tbs Mchal of Meakirpali 
being 1 divided into nine Mongabe, ceased to be 
managed by the Meetire. Four heels or lakes 
bad been granted to the Meekirs rent free by the 
Rajah of Assam, but no Simmsd, or deed of gift, 
has ever been produced. The revenue derived from 
these lake# was as follows:— 
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TR* Ai 

1 Morec KnUuag ♦ , , + . ]2 0 0 

3 Maharool tl 0 0 

3 P&thcree ........ 600 

4 Jirnioogoorec IS 0 0 

Rupees . . . . 33 0 0 

In addition to the hike*, five fen'iss across the 
Kulluug were also granted by the J.tnjflh of Aesnih 
rent free, to induce the tribes to resort to the plains 
for the purpose of trading' with the Assamese in 
grain and dried fish. The estimated value of these 
ghats, or ferries* was a mere trine, vis*:— 


1, Depholoo Ghat or Ferry 

2- Snnahoa Mookh „ 

6. Ooncehattee ,, 

4. Meekirhath t , 

3. Nikamolee t . 

Rupees . 


2 a 
2 8 
2 8 
2 8 
2 8 

13 8 


The total value of the lakes and ferries may be 
estimated at 60 re- 8 ae. This amount, however, 
was not realized in cash, but in kind. Each ferry 
paid annually to the Meekirs twelve poorahs of 
rice, or four mounds, twenty seers. This was not 
the perquisite of any one chief, but the whole tribe 
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of Mcekirs was entitled to a share of the grain. 
The Biune system prevailed in respect of the Inkes 
or fisheries. They were annually let out and paid 
for in fish, whenever the Meekira resorted to the 
plains to trade. In 184G, the ferries being no 
longer let out by the Meek irs, and the bheels or 
lakes likewise being let by them for a mere trifle* 
this circumstance was publicly noticed, and the 
collector brought them on the regular rent-roll 
of the district, ns there was no reason whatever 
for their being any longer exempted from taxation, 
as they had no right to privileges not enjoyed by 
the public community. Mongahwarre settlements 
having been concluded with the chiefs, they re¬ 
ceive from Government a money commission for 
the trouble of collecting the revenue, os well as 
other MongahdarSr The Mcekira asserted that 
they bad a rent-free grant of 1,00ft pooraha of 
land, styled Asmkar, granted to them hy one of 
tho Rajahs of Assam; hut they have never been 
able to produce n copper pJtuiUt or stmmul deed 
of gift, either for the land, lakes, -or ferries: all 
claim, therefore, for either one or the other was 
inadmissible. The amount of tribute, realized from 
the Meekirs in the year 1S41 it- 5,, or I8d4-35 3 
far three years, will be gnthered from the fol- 
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lowing table, extracted from the profit and loss 
of articles sold, which had been given in aa 
tribute:—■ 

VLB. 

ISS4-35 . , * .. 159 14 4 

1333-30.* * . , , £33 8 0 

1886-37 .* . . „ . £40 14 0 

Eupees . „ * « * 551 5 1 

In 1937-38,. the avatem of taking tribute in 
kirn! was abolished, and (be Mcekira were formed 
into three imaginary grades or classes, and taxed 
at a certain rate for each grade, though amongst 
themselves no such grade or rank existed* 
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no t giving 1 the result or (satisfaction anti¬ 
cipated, it wna deemed expedient still further to 
simplify the system, and one universal rate woe 
adopted for tlie whole tribe, the poorest man pay- 
mg tha same as his wealthy neighbour, viz* two 
rupees four umn per house, whether it was large 
or small, capable of containing one family or two, 
1W any extent of land they thought proper to 
cultivate, and this rate has continued to the present 
day- 
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As the JMeekirs take up fresh land every two or 
tlmee years, oud remove their dwellings to different 
parts of the Hills, it is necessary to mate a new 
settlement ovary year with their chiefs. The 
revenue, therefore, fluctuates considerably, which 
will be seen by tlie following Table for 1831-33. 
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No correct census of the Meekir population to 
this day has been taken; but from the revenue 
statement given In by the Meekir Chiefs tor tho 
year 1951-53, there are— 

In the Meekir hille 1,494 houses 
In Northern Cachnr S3 5 

1,650 

6 persons in each house, 

ftpgfilO 

So that the population for the whole tribe ill 
the Meekir hills and Northern Cncbar, amounts 
to about fl,350 persons. This estimate, however, 
may be deemed less than the real number, con¬ 
sidering- the extent of country occupied by tilts 
tribe; but in the absence of other authentic docu¬ 
mentary proof it would be futile to offer specu¬ 
lative conjectures. For, strange to say, no public 
European officer has, till the present year, visited 
tlte Meekir hills or their villages, to ascertain by 
a personal examination the number of houses in 
each village. Even then it would be no eaay 
matter to arrive at a ssiiisfuctoiy conclusion in 
regard to the Meekir population, ae from five to 
thirty individuals frequently reside in one house; 
end they are so superstitious (hat they view with 
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great dread any idea of numbering the people, 
apprehending that sickness, ill-luck, nnc! deaths, 
would be the inevitable consequence; of such a pro¬ 
cedure, and on this account, mainly, have wc 
hitherto abstained from interfering with their pre¬ 
judices;, or causing offence. 

However, when Captain Butler, Principal Aeaist- 
nut, and Mr. Sub-Assistant Masters, passed through 
Bamoonee, Itoteeatollce and Dubbofca Dosara 
in January, 1848, and several other Doocirs, in¬ 
habited by Meekirs, which were also visited by Mr. 
Masters, a great extent of country was observed 
to be under cultivation with cotton and dec, and 
the Meekirs were scattered in every direction, in 
solitary huts, or in small villages of els or seven, 
and no village exceeded twenty houses, There 
&ccms little doubt that many families live together 
to avoid paying the house-tux* Their houses are 
l.milt on bamboo platforms, supported by innumer¬ 
able bamboo poets, eight or ten feet high, with 
a ladder, or oftentimes only a single polo cut into 
notches or steps, to ascend by, which in removed 
at night, aud they are thus secure from the intru¬ 
sion of wild beasts. 

The bouses vary in size according to the num¬ 
ber of families residing under one roof. Some are 
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thirty, some forty feet Jong - , and twenty feet wide, 
with the grass roof brought down almost to the 
platform, The whole building eO-isisis of one 
large room 3 they keep their grain in baskets in the 
room, nod men, women, mid children, nil lie down 
together on their respective mats hi their allotted 
places almost in n state of mature, for they wear 
only the smallest piece of cotton cloth round the 
waist, which extends not even to the knaes, and 
the women in their villages do not cover the 
breast. They are, nevertheless, chaste, and in 
their morel behaviour superior to the people of 
the plains. 

The Blcekirs have no particular creed, or any 
written language of their own, yet their dialect 
differs from that of every other tribe in the pro¬ 
vince, and we are at a loss to conjecture whence 
they came, or from what race they sprang. They 
abstain from eating the cow, more, it Ea believed, 
from prudential than from religious motives, ns 
they consume every other kind of animal, and are 
much addicted to the use of spirits made from rice. 
Although they have no priest to keep up the form 
or practice of religion, they do not totally neglect 
to make offerings to unknown deities. It is re¬ 
ported that they worship the sun and moon, ami 
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make sacrifices to both, of bogs, groats, and fowls* 
In fact, those sacrifices may be considered more 
in the light of feasts, as the portion allotted to the 
deity is very scanty, and composed of the refuse 
parts* They also sacrifice to rivers, and large 
stOnee, or trees, in their neighbourhood, which 
are considered the abode of the deities. On the 
appearance of any epidemical disease amongst 
them, they have recourse to sacrifices; and if the 
wrath of the deities cannot he appeased—that is, 
should the sickness not abate—they leave their 
]jouses and property, and retire to the densest 
forests, closing all communication with their for¬ 
mer habitations. In the year 19£f4-ft5, the cholera 
raged throughout the Hills, and sc alarmed were 
the inhabitants that there was scarcely ft siugle 
village that did not remove to a new site. 

The Hindoo Gosams, or priests of Assam, have 
hitherto succeeded in converting to Hindooiam only 
those Meekirs residing on ths plains, or adjacent 
low hills. On conversion they enter’ the class termed 
ICaeh, and are allowed to retain nearly all their 
customs, the priests being satisfied with the yearly 
contributions derivable from these disciples, and 
arc utterly regardless of their principles* They are, 
however, required to give up the use of spirituous 
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liquors, and in lien they acquire the pernicious 
habit of eating opium ► 

Marriage amongst them has nothing religious ; 
it 13 n simple contract between the parties, lhe 
suitor goes to the parents with a quantity of 
spirits; if has offer is agreeable, they drink to¬ 
gether, and all friends are invited to a feast. 
"When the suitor takes the bride homo, another 
fenat ie given by him, when the ceremonies are 
completed. Sometimes a man voluntarily engages 
to servo as a bondsman foe a number of years to 
the father of the promised bride; and when the 
period of service czpirea the marriage takes place 
with the -usual festivities, Polygamy is not prac¬ 
tised, and they reproach their countrymen of the 
plains for having adopted the Assamese custom. 
They burn their dead and bury the ashes, giving 
a feast before, and after the ceremony. In short, 
without eating and drinking scarcely anything of 
importance is performed. 

Unlike any other Hill tribes of whom we have 
any knowledge, the Meekiro seem devoid of any¬ 
thing approaching to a martial spirit. They arc 
a quiet industrious race of cultivators, and the 
only weapons used by them are the spear and 
Dfm handbill lor cutting down jungle. It is said 
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that, nfter an Attain pt to revolt from tho Assamese 
role, they were made to forswear the use of arms, 
which is the cause of the present generation 
having no predilection for war. Although they 
use Spirits immoderately, no affrays take place 
among them; robberies very seldom occur, and 
those of a very trifling nature. Petty thefts arc 
generally decided amongst themselves. The prin¬ 
cipal products of the Meekir Hills are cotton, 
canoes, wnx, lac, ginger, and rice* They change 
their cultivated lands every three years, and, as 
they prefer clearing fresh tracts to tilling the old, 
largo logs of timber arc becoming very scarce. 
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OH AFTER IX, 

THE ASGAHMEE RAYAHS. 

Tin AngnJimre STsj^ilif —TMccrjur «i till ijjCt- Ulld popalaLLou—- 
3£umcnHid bus cms-"Mndc nf viiuL'iiri—BcLIpim—Fuucmls— 
OslJiB—Onwiis—JJotfr gftiiljfl®- 

The following table shows tie number of Angah- 
mec Nngnh villages with tlie probable number of 
bouses and inhabitants in each. We have di&- 
covered up to the present day seventy-eight vil¬ 
lages, containing' 10^040 houses; and, allowing- 
five perform to each house, the population amounts 
to M } 74S. 
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70 
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_J. 

Total .p.p 

20,34$ 

101,345 


The villages are generally bu ilt on the highest 
and most inaccessible hills, north of the great 
range of mountains separating Assam from Munee- 
poor and Bnrmah, Every aide k atocknded, and 



































VILLAGES AND POPULATION. 143 

a ditch generally encircles the moat exposed pact 
of the village, which 1& studded with paiyies* The 
eloping side of the hill is likewise not uncommonly 
cut down so as to form n perpendicular wall;, and 
thus fortified, these villages could offer Serious rc- 
aLsteinee to any force assailing- them without fire* 
arms. These positions! however, are frequently 
ill chosen, being- commanded by adjoining heights, 
from which the internal economy of the village 
can be viewed, and a well-judged attack with fire¬ 
arms would render opposition useless. 

The houses are all built with gable ends, twelve 
or sixteen, feet wide by about thirty or forty long-. 
The roof ie made of grass and bamboos, and the 
eaves come down within ft foot of the ground, as ft 
greater protection from storms. Tha house is 
generally divided into two rooms. On one side of 
the entrance, or sitting apartment, huge baskets, 
five feat high aud four feet in diameter-, are placed, 
nud in a corner the spirit tub. Planks of wood are 
arranged round the fire on the ground for aents, 
end fowls, pigs, children, men and women, aeem to 
have free aceess j the filthy state of their dwelling* 
Cftn, therefore, ha imagined. In front of each 
liousc largo stones are placed, on which the Nognhs 
delight morning and evening to sit and sip, with a 
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wooden ladle from ei bowl, a most offensive ISqtiox- 
made of rice. 

The houses. though irregularly built, are gene¬ 
rally in two linc3, the gable ends of each row of 
houses projecting 1 tewtU'ds the main street* Into 
this everything is thrown, and it being the reoep- 
tftcle for the filth of the whole village, conse¬ 
quently the odour is so offensive that it is scarcely 
possible to remain long in the main road- All 
of the sir ell villages are subject to the largo villages 
Mozo-mah, Kbno-mah, Kohe-mah, and Iiopsheh- 
mab, and they are obliged to secure their own safety 
by paying them on annual tribute of cloths, fowls, 
cows, pigs, &c., according to their means, or as 
much as will satisfy tlie rapacity of the freeboo ters. 

The young men are fine, well proportioned 
figures,, and by no means had looking. Some tie 
their heir up in a knot on the head} others alltm r 
it to flow loose and about four inches long, which 
gives them a very wild appearance. Their cotn- 
jdg.xious are brown, mouths large, nose flat, high 
cheek bones, sharp small eyes, and a cunning, arch, 
severe, expression of countenance when excited, 
tliat truly denotes their traits of character, cruel, 
treacherous, and vindictive- No part of the body 
ia tattooed, ei is the custom with the Nagnha of 
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Upper Assam, Tho women ftre ihort, stout, and 
unprepossessing in appearance. They weave the 
clothing 1 squired for the family, wort in the fields, 
cut hud bring in firewood end water, and perform 
every description of drudgery. 

The drese of the Angahmee Nagnhs consists of a 
blue or black kilt, prettily ornamented with cow¬ 
rie sheila; and n coarse brown cloth made of the 
bark of the nettle plant is loosely thrown over tha 
shoulders. The warrior wears a collar round the 
neck, reaching to the waist, made of goataVhair, 
dyed red, intermixed with lung flowing looks of 
hair of the persons he has killed, and ornamented 
with cowrie shells. No one is entitled to wear 
tliu&c insignia of honour, unless he has killed many 
of his enemies, and brought home their heads. No 
regular government cun he expected to exist 
amongst wild uncivilized tribes, who are ignorant 
of the use of letters or the art of writing, urn! 
whose dialects differ mid are scarcely intelligible 
to the tribes on the adjoining bills, and w'hose lei¬ 
sure time la spent in the diversion of surpriemg 
each other in hostile attack, rapine, and murder* 

Still, every Angnhmee village haa a polity of its 
own, Their government is decidedly democratic ; 
for, although each village community ha^ u uoraL- 
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nal head or chief, it is evident their chiefs have no 
absolute power over the people. They do not 
collect any revenue, neither can they issue any 
orders with any chance of being obey'ed, if the 
measure or act is not popular. In oil transactions 
of importance, such as setting out on a pre¬ 
datory inroad, or to take revenge on any village, 
the aged and warriors of the village assemble 
together end decide on what is to be done - f hut it 
is believed that the counsel of the warriors is more 
frequently adopted than the sober advice of the 
elders and peaceably disposed. Every jo an is his 
own master, avenges his own quarrel, and from 
private jealousies, animosities, and injuries, innu¬ 
merable murders and quarrels frequently occur. 

The authority or title of the chief of $, village 
is hereditary. The eldest son, on the death of his 
father, or even before Ills death, if very infirm, 
succeeds to the dignity. In most vitlageg there 
are generally two chiefs, hut thoir authority £9 
nominal Their orders are obeyed so far only as 
they accord with the wishes and convenience of 
the community. They possess no exclusive power 
to take cognizance of offences against the p arson 
or property of individuals. The crime of murder 
cannot be expiated,' the relations of the murdered 
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person instantly, if possibly spear the murderer, 
without reference it? the council of ciders* unless 
(lie delinquent take refuge in another village, when 
lie may escape for years* but he is never safe. 
Years after the deed baa been committed he may 
be surprised and murdered,. for revenge is con¬ 
sidered a sacred duty never to be neglected or 
forgotten. Adultery is also an offence that admits 
of no compromise. If a man'a wife is seduced, 
the injured husband will surely spear the ecdueer 
pn the first opportunity. Thefts nnd other patty 
offences ore disposed of by a council of elders* nnd 
p hue i& imposed according to the degree of injury 
sustained* On such occasions. couch shells, speare, 
fiult, heads, rice* or cotton cloths* nra decreed to 
be given by the culprit* nnd the property* or its 
equivalent* to bn restored. 

The Angnhmce Nagfths appear, from all we can 
learn, to have no idea of a future state of retribu¬ 
tion of good or evil. They imagine there are many 
gods, or good and evil spirits, residing in their 
hilla*. To one* they offer up sacrifices of cows and 
irc&Awu ; to another, dogeand to a third, cocks 
nnd spirituous liquor. Each god, or spirit, has in 
their estimation the power to afflict them ivifli 
sickness* ill luck, and a variety of calamities* or to 
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make them successful in their incursions, and pro¬ 
sperous in their undertakings, or daily occupations. 
They choose their own wivesj the dfttnseVs consent, 
ne wall ns that of her parent^ being' obtained by 
presents, The bridegroom on the day of bis mar¬ 
riage gives a grand feast proportionate to his 
means to his friends, and in return they assist the 
new-married couple in constructing a house to 
live in. 

At sixteen years of age a yontb puts on ivory 
armlets, or ela« wooden or red-coloured cane ones, 
round his neck, He suspends the couch shells with 
a black thread, puts brass earrings into his ears, 
and wears the black Itiit \ and if a man has killed 
smother in war, he wears three or four rows of 
cowries round the kilt, and ties up his hair with a 
cotton band. If ft man has killed another in wftr t 
he is entitled to wear one feather of tho dhur.c^s 
bird stuck in liis hair, and one feather ie added 
for every man lie Jins killed, flnd these feathers 
are aho fastened to their shields. They also use 
coloured piaited dme leggings, wear the war 
sword, spear, shield, and choangn or tube For 
carrying j)anji& f. They nlso attach to the top of 
the shield two pieces of wood in the shape of 
buffalo horns, with locks of heir of human beings 
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killed in action hanging from tha centre- Before 
they set nut on n war expedition all os&emblc 
together and decide on the village to ho attacked, 
and the chief a pointed to command the party 
consults the usual omens, which proving pro¬ 
pitious, a fowl is tilled and cooked, and all partake 
ofit. 

They then provide themselves with spears, shields, 
and & p&njie clwintga* and coot lug two day& p food 
wrap it up in lcnvea hi baskets with some meat, 
and act out for the village to he attached, near 
which they lie in ambush during the night till the 
break of day, when they rash in upon it with a 
great noise, and spear the first they meet with, and 
afterwards cut off the head, bands, and feet, of 
their enemies, roll thorn up in a cloth, and return 
home- They then take tbs skulls to each house 
in the village and throw rice Quid spirits over them, 
and tell the skulls to call their relatives- The 
man who hm cut off the head keeps it under bia 
bedstead live days : during that time the warriors 
cat no food pi^pared by women, and do not cook 
in their accustomed cooking pot. After the fifth 
day, however, the heads or skulls are buried, and 
& great feast is given of pigs and cows, after which 
they bathe and return to their avocation a. They 
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do not go out singly on inroads, but in bodies. 
A JVnguh can never give up his revenge j be must 
avenge tlse death of a relative in some way or 
other, either by stealth or surprise -} til] une or 
two in return, and carry oif then heads, paujymg 
the road aftef their retreat to prevetit their being 
pursued. 

When a respectable hian dies ia the village, the 
inhabitants do not quit it for three days, and keep 
the body in the bouee, after which they kill no we 
'and pigs, arid give a feast of i-iee and spirits to the 
whole community, The body is then conveyed to 
the buryingf-grouud, where it is interred, and a 
stone tomb is built over the grave, three or four 
feet high, and all the tne=iq being dressed in their 
war habiliments, make a great noise, nnd jump 
about, and say, rt What spirit has come and tilled 
our friend? Where have ydu fled to? Come, lot 
us see you, how powerful you are. If are could 
aee you, we would spear you and till you with 
these spears ! u rind with similar vociferous speeches 
and Var-wboops, continually related, they curse 
the spirit, and strike the earth with their spears 
abd $ words. They then place nn the grave all the 
Articles of dress ly&rn by the deceased, aa well as 
Ids arms, Tits sword, spear, shields^ panjie tube. 
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wearing-apparel, tain boo spirit cup, spirit- gourd 
bottle, w&iethand, shells worn round the neck and 
anna, red earns arinleta, cane bauds worn on tlio 
legs, and coloured cane leggings and dhune’s 
feathers worn iu the head, Such is the custom on 
tlio doatli of men ; but if a w r oman dies, lier petti¬ 
coat watetband, clot]; tied over the breasts, brass 
Ornament* worn on the arms, and necklaces and 
spirit-gourd bottle, shuttle for weaving, spinning 
stick for cotton, cotton thread, dlum, grain, pestle 
and -mortar for cleaning rice, are fttl placed on 
her grave. The skulls of piga and cows are like¬ 
wise stuck upon sticks at one end of the grave, in 
memory of the hospitality eweised by the deceased r 
If a man falls sick, the chief person in the 
house Or family sacrifices a fowl, and after placing 
the entrails and feathers in the road in the even¬ 
ing, ho calls out to the spirit:—'" O spirit 3 restore 
to health the person you have afflicted in my 
family, I offer you the entrails of a fowl." After 
saying tine he returns to his house, and tftW the 
fowl's head and legs, and gives them to some other 
family ; the remainder is then eaten at home. If 
the sickness is very severe, a parson takes a fowl, 
and goes into the jungle, and leaves tho fowl alive 
as an offering to the living spirit. If it be to the 
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invisible Hosang spirit, tiiert ho kills the fowl 
and lanves it In the jungle; with tbe exception of 
this, they have no other remedies. If ft Ifagah bos 
cultivated a large extent of land, and falls sick, be 
kills i pig, and asks the chiefe or elders to partake 
of Ills feast, and assist him to ant hia grain. The 
request being acceded to, a feast is given, and the 
next day they cut the conn 

If a cow or pigs be killed by tigers, or if they 
die oft’ suddenly, on that day they r taka an egg and 
go to the spot on which the cow was lifter], and 
place the egg on the ground, saying, C{ 0 spirit J 
do not, we entreat you, kill our cattle from this day 
forth. Tina is not your residence, your abode is 
in the woods, depart hence from this dayn” After 
saying this, they return home ; it is a day of rest: 
and if cattle die suddenly, or if they accidentally 
wound themselves, that day is also one of rest- In 
the former case the whole village -community r&- 
mains at home, and in aft calamities the usual 
avocations are not thought of. 

A woman may live with a man without being 
married, and than go to another ; but she gives up 
bar progeny, and the children remain with the 
father. If a ftagah divorces hie wife lor any fault, 
shs does not return to her parents, but resides in 
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a house by bendf, and abe can marry again. If a 
man commits adultery bis head ia cut off! If a 
thief is caught in the fact, be is tilled. 

When a man wishes to erect a new bouse, he 
first collects all the necessary materials, such es 
bamboos, grass, and posts, and then fixes on a 
day, aod. invites his friends to a feast of fowls, or 
pigs, and spirituous litjuor, The house is forth¬ 
with constructed by his friends in a tiny, and at 
the close all partake of hie hospitality. 

When the Angnbmeee have nothing to do, they 
sit about on the tombs in groups, and pae$ the 
day in drinking spirits and gossippiug, and form¬ 
ing plans for hostile inroads on Elmir neighbours, 

If any village happens to diminish in number, 
the larger villages immediately insist on annual 
tribute being paid to them of cattle, pigs, fowls* 
dhari, and cloth, or otherwise they plunder it by 
force, and utterly ruin it. 

The Nagahe sink pits in the jungles six or seven 
feat deep, and fill them with panjiet, that if any 
animal should fall into ths pit it would be killed. 
The surface of the pit is covered over with branches 
and leaves of trees, and the new earth taken out 
of the pit is conveyed to ft distance to prevent 
wild elephants and buffaloes from smelling that 
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new jrrtfsiiid hae been broken, and so avoiding 1 
the suave. In January] on the full moon, tire 
wealthy slaughter cows us a sacrifice to the 
great god, $ive a grand feast to their friends; 
entreat the god to protect them and to prosper 
all their undertakings; and it is & season of general 
thanksgiving. 

Their mode of taking oaths is singular. When 
they swear to keep the peace, or to perform any 
promise, they place the barrel of a gun or a fipe&r 
between their- teeth, signifying hy this ceremony 
that, if they do not act up to their agreement, they 
are prepared to fall by either of the two weapons. 
Another simple but equally binding oath is, for 
two parties to take hold of the ends of a piece of 
Spear-iron, and to have it cut into two pieces, 
leaving a hit in the hand of each party; but the 
most sacred oath, it is said, is for each party to 
take a fowl, one by the head and the other by the 
lege, and in this manner to pull it asunder, inti¬ 
mating that treachery or breach of agreement 
would merit the aatne treatment. They likewise 
erect a large stone as a monument on the occasion 
of taking an oath, and say that, t; as long as this 
Stone stands on the earth, no differences shall occur 
between us^ 
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Like sill wild uncivilized rkeea, the .NHgBhs ate 
superstitious, and Buy business or undertakings of 
importance is decided by consulting omens. To 
ascertain whether an hostile incursion bn a neigh¬ 
bouring tribe would he successful, they cut a soft 
reed into fl&t pieces; if the slices fell cm. one side nr 
one upon the other, success is certain; if on the 
Reverse quarter, or scattered, it is ominous m pr&+ 
portion to the number of pieced, that haye fallen. 
They also pretend that they can discover future 
events by the flight of a bock ; if he flics strong and 
far it is an auspicious omen ; on the contrary,should 
til a flight be for a short distance anct weakly, ill- 
luck would inevitably attend any hostile expe¬ 
dition. If a deer likewise crosses their path, when 
staring 011 an expedition, they return home imme¬ 
diately, and postpone the undertaking to a future 
day. 

The only weaponA’iiMd by the Angahmee XfagahS 
are a apsnt and dao, n short sword or WtMulh 
The spear, in offensive operations, Is cither thrown 
or retained in the hand, aecordtngtocinjninstftnDEi, 
in close or distant combat with their enemies. The 
dao is used Chiefly for cutting down jungle, hnd 
apparently ns n war weapon, They likewise make 
use of a shield of no oblong shape made of split 
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bamboo woven together, will) eomefcLmes' a board 
behind to prevent its, being pierced by a spear* 

The ineuraiong of the Angohnsea iNognbs nre 
chiefly confined to attacks on small defenceless 
villages, the inhabitants of which they plunder and 
carry oft' into captivity, until their friends eftect their 
ransom hy giving cloths, couch shelly beads, pigs, 
and cows- Amongst the Niigata it is considered 
a point of honour to recover the skulls of their 
friends, who have fallen in an attack made on their 
villages, and prisoners «re always decapitated if 
they refuse to accompany or return with the victors 
to their homes* 

It is also totally incompatible with IS’ngah honour 
to forego taking revenge and it is incumbent on 
him to ransom or recover the skull of a relative 
murdered or captured in w&r* Year's may elapse $ 
but the murder of a relative is never forgotten, 
and when a favourable opportunity offers, pro" 
hably twice the number of victims are sacrificed. 
Retaliation again ensues, and, consequently, there 
ca n never be n tenni nation to these ox terminating 
feuds. Exclusively of revenge, however, one of 
their most barbarous customs is that of cutting 
off the heads, hands, and feet, of any one they can 
meet with, without any provocation or pm-existing 
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enmity, merely to stick tiiem up in their fields and 
so ensure a good crop of grain. This practice is 
verv common amongst the adjoining tribe of Lotah 
Nogahs, and the Angahmec Nagshs are said also 
to b* addicted to it., hut not so frequently. TEte value 
of slaves and cattle k strangely estimated at the 
following l-nteA male slave k worth one cow 
and three couch shells, a female slave is worth 
three cows end four or idvH couch abslle. 

A cow * * . . two couch shells. 

A pig ... - » » 

A gout .... „ } } • 

A fowl ♦ . . , one packet of salt. 

The price of salt in the plains is 7 rupees per 
maund of 40 seers or SO lbs., and s conch shell is 
worth 1 rupee, so that ample slave is worth 13 
rupees or 20 ecers; a female slave 34 rupees or 
OS awrej a cow 10 rupees or 1L; a goat or pig 
2 rupees or 4 seers each. 

Weapons, spears, handbills, and hoes, are pro¬ 
cured from Muneepoor. The land is roughly cul¬ 
tivated ; often rimes turned up with a crooked stick 
in lien of a hoe, for they have no idea of plough¬ 
ing The loud IB cultivated front the base to the 
summit of the hills in terraces, and irrigated by 
channels cut from running streams. They grow 
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rice, pumplfinsj gourds, yams, ehilluyjj and ginger. 
Cotton is not grown in the eastern part of the 
bills; but a coarse cloth is manufactured from the 
bark of the Stalks of the nettle-plant, and whatever 
cotton is required for clothing is procured frony 
Sumokhoo'Tiiigj Eojapn-mqhj and Beeroli-mpb. 
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DcjHirtun: frflKfl NiW- Ggnf to ’rial' tb& CWtCTn jp.Tl gf C.llQ district-- 
IV Jd cLeplmutJ.— A. nielli r.L (he YifcUffii gf LiiDJiluf* LjTiM—A Sni 
in [lie juiialil—AJ3 uMcipctldd addition to Hit party—Return la 
Udv^Cduk—A nother viiii Ifl tlvo IXi]K», »Qil diitUlblPKi 

J^ngnlu, 

A ft eh a fe»' cloys’ rest at Now-Gong, on the 3rd 
January I set out on my elephant with my family 
to visit the Government Bchoola, and institute final 
inquiries on the extern part of the division of 
Now-Gem g, All went well with ub till we reached 
Udeohur, where we found it impossible to get 
the phikes through the reed jungle; a path was 
thenceforward cut day by day previously to our 
marching to our grasa lmta, at every stages On 
Arriving- at KatOreOj we found that the namghur, 
building for travellers and geueral assemblies, 
bad been closed in for our reception, ns the villag¬ 
ers conceived this would render it more com¬ 
modious ; hut a party of elephant-hunters had just 
caught and tied up nine wild elephants to posts in 
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frail t of the najflghur. Two were of on immense 
siwe, called m i&tfUj or male elephants without 
tusks. These two monsters were within thirty 
paces of our door, and {.heir screech□ig and strug¬ 
gling throughout the night to break from tlseir 
bouds, miller alarmed us. They seemed perfectly 
furious ; their forelegs were tied to a large post, 
and their hindlegs were also fastened in a similar 
mannerj with an immense ropa or cable strongly 
secured round the neck, Notwithstanding they 
were thus fettered, no one dared to approach them ; 
they would have killed any person in an instant 
by stamping them to death, or throwing them into 
the air, had any one find the temerity to go near 
them, unpi'epared for n rush. The elephant hun¬ 
ters always took the precaution to hold a pointed 
spear in front, whilst tlisy threw down charm 
grass, or placed water for their subsistence. 

A few days before we arrived, a large elephant 
bad been tied up by the neck to a tree, and be¬ 
coming mad wit)] rnge at the loss of liberty, pulled 
down the tree, and being entangled was strangled. 
The body not having been buried, the whole atmo¬ 
sphere round Kntoree was scarcely bearable from 
tine putrid mass of flesh; we could not sleep the 
whole night from the offensive n odour,. which was 
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to produce a raging pestilence; as, how¬ 
ever, we were surrounded by heavy jungly we eoulrt 
not quit the spot that night, until the road was 
cut open; but the next morning 1 we started (it 
daybreak, and cut our way as we advanced. 

The noad was excessively roughs with slight 
ascents and descents, through fen-est aud grass 
jungle nitonlately, Taking the lead on a largo 
elephant m my houdah, with a good battery of 
guns, about mid-daj r I was surprised to hear iu 
my rear a general cry of alarm, and hastily re¬ 
traced my steps to the scene of danger, and then 
learned that a few minutes after I had passed ou 
with the Coolies who cut down the jungly a huge 
Mukna elephant had rushed out of the jungle, 
ami pursued the little baggage elephant, which 
was in the rear of my wife and child in the pal- 
kec. The wiki elephant had almost overtaken 
the httla elephant, which, in the utmost fright, 
screeched, and ran for its life, and passed by say 
pony, which was led a short distance behind the 
palkee. Suddenly seeing the pony, the wild ele¬ 
phant turned round and iled to the jungles in 
the greatest consternation, to the surprise of the 
whole party, most of whom had begun to c-imb 
trees. Elephants are,extremely afraid of horses, 
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and the 13 ves of my family and party owed their 
safetVj on the present occasion, to the fortunate 
cirenmataiMM of my pony having' seared off a eoIi- 
tiiPV destructive Hwkna elephant. 

On the lStl), after travelling 103 miles in ten 
dnva, we reached Golflghtuit, on the banlts of the 
Dhunseeree river, an outpost established for the 
residence of r gob-assistant. There are a few 
merchants’ shops, and a considerable trade in 
grain and other articles is carried on here. 
Having 1 seen quite enough of Che country between 
JCofv-Gmigand Golnghaut, to feol desirous of avoid¬ 
ing the eracrable read and exposure to the sun 
in passing through some deadly swamps, after a 
three days’ halt at Uolaglmut, we succeeded in 
getting a couple of canoes, nnd after tying them 
together with bamboos, and malting a platform 
And rod over the whole, which consisted of two 
little rooms, we dropped down the Dhunseeree to 
its j unction with the Brahmapootra. 

At this point we went ora shore to inspect the 
village of Taragunga, on the eastern side of the 
DbunseefCe. All the houses were raised on plat¬ 
forms four feet high, to secure them against the 
inundations, which are very extensive here, and the 
land must certainly be many feet under water in 
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tlie rains. We counted forty houses in the village, 
And they teemed to have an abundant slock of 
piga ami fowls. They find likewise some plcugh- 
bul locks, which they do not use themselves* hut let 
out to their neighbours on condition of receiving 
half the produce of the land for then - labour* The 
hoe is the only implement which the people of thig 
village make uae of* The inhabitants confuted 
entirely of Mesrecs, who, like the Hill tribes, do 
not drink milk. The whole elan appeared com¬ 
posed of squalid, apparently debilitated, men, a cir¬ 
cumstance which probably arose from the low insa¬ 
lubrious site they laave selected to reside on. All 
the Hearses I hod hitherto seen were stout, athletic 
men ; but these, probably from taking a large quan¬ 
tity of opium, the curse of the country, coupled wilh 
a low, damp residence, have degenerated. 

After drifting down the river Brahmapootra tor 
three days, in our mao or raft, we reached Lonk- 
hou Ghat, opposite Tezpore, on the Iflth, and 
taking poseeseiem of a few temporary grate huts, 
erected for our reception elose to the village, we 
Imagined we should have passed the night quietly; 
but at about eight P. sr., the villagers commenced 
using their wooden rattles, by polling them ivlieu 
suspended in a tree. They are formed of two 

M 2 


TJlAV£LS IS ASSAM. 


104 

bits of bamboo, so fastened that on being pulled 
they strike together. In addition to this, the 
noise of hallooing continued nt intervals of fin 
hour throughout the night. We got up to in- 
quire the cause of this to ub strange pastime at 
such an hour, and were coolly told it was to keep 
off the tigers and wild elephants; the former 
actually killing and dragging off their cows and 
bullocks from the sheds, if not narrowly watched; 
and the elephants were so mischievous that no 
granary would escape destruction if they were 
not particularly alert. Our servants declared they 
heard tigers growling several times, and from 
constant alarms ive scarcely closed our eyea, and 
rose unreff ashed at ei.\ A- >1. 

Wo mounted our elephants, and literally waded 
through the grass jungle fifteen or twenty feet 
high for about ten miles, without meeting with 
a vestige of cultivation or a single hut. Before 
reaching the Ropohec river our lives were in eon- 
gidernble danger. Some Coolies, who bad been 
sent out to out down the jungle on the road, set 
fire lo it, ns the quickest mode of clearing' the 
country, nnd we were, in consequence, obliged to 
beat round it, or rather outflank it, and crossed 
the Ropohee river with nil speed, when we were 
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HQ longer in jeopardy. Fen- the last f%bt miiaa 
we passed over a low, lovel, marshy country, 
cultivated in gome parts, and innumerable villages 
enlivened our way. We reached Now-Gong at 
smnset, only to appreciate more fully the comforts 
of borne. 

A few days' rest, however, sufficed, when we 
again set out on the Eullimg river to visit the 
tlmnnnhs of Jummoonnh Mooklt and Jagee 3 in a 
moo or raft formed of two canoes tied together, 
with a platform of bamboos over both canoes, 
which were also covered in with a bamboo nnd 
grass raof, thus forming- two snug little rooms. 
Our progress was alow down the river Kulluug 
and up the Kopeolae ; and after twelve days'tedious 
travailing, propelling our raft with poles, and 
dragging it with a rope, when opposite Degul- 
durae, on the flight of the I4th March, we were 
unexpectedly surprised by the birth of our second 
eon, JameH- Fortunately we were ouly n few 
milee from Now-Gong, and reached our home the 
same day, truly happy at the event, and prepared 
to enjoy and make the moat of our lot. I was, 
however, allowed to remain quiet ouly a few 
mouths, for, on the 30th November, 1840, T was 
again deputed to visit the Angohmee Nagflh hills;. 
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and 04 I travelled over nearly the same ground, 
a repetition of the fatigues and incidents of the 
seme kind of tour is unnecessary, and I need only 
allude to One circumstance, 

Being ordered to t&ke only n Small and select 
body of troops into the interior of the hills, 
contrary to my own judgment, the Nagahs at Mo- 
zo-msh despised so small a force, and imagined 
they could contend ogaiust it, and accordingly 
leagued together, and for two days our little party 
was in imminent danger. One day, at nbout 
one P- I "'ns surprised to see a large party 
with shields and spears, screeching, yelling, and 
jumping about in the most fantastical manner, 
coming down the hlozc-moh lull in regular battle 
array towards my camp. Wo immediately got 
under arms, and warned the Pfagnhs not to 
approach us in this hostile manner. Our position 
being very strong, a stream, with perpendicular 
bants on one flank, and high, inaccessible hills on 
the other, leaving our front only open to attack, 
the Wagahfl seemed puzzled what to do. They 
advanced, then halted, sat down in groups, quar¬ 
relled with each other, and at last, as they saw 
our glittering hnyonels in line, ready to receive 
them—and that, though we were but a small body 
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of men, we were not intimidated by their war- 
whoop, or numbers—t]i*y suddenly lost Courage 
and retreated. Within a couple of hours after- 
ward®, the principal chiefs of some of the largest 
villages, Joshe-mah and Gohee-mah, who had not 
formerly submitted, came into camp, putting aside 
their spears and shields, and thus a complete 
victony was gained over a set of savages, without 
firing a single shot, by aim ply not submitting to 
be intimidated, hut keeping a bold and determined 
front. 

It was tire first time they had ever appeared in 
the presence of a European, find they seemed very 
uneasy, and looked round in every direction, as 
if they meditated immediate flight* As they were 
treated civilly, their fears gradually abated, and 
they left us, highly pleased with them reception, 
after having sworn, with all solemnity and Nngah 
forms, allegiance to the British Government. 

Owing to great fatigue and exposure for Use 
last three nights and days, in bringing matters 
thue to n peaceable conclusion, J now, unfortu¬ 
nately, fell sick with fever, and was compelled to 
return to hfow-Gong on the 17 th January, 1B47. 
But before I left the hills, a military post was 
established in the village of SumokliOO-Ting, as 
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it wna evident flint annual military trips alone, 
unaided by a permanently locate*! police in tl»e 
hills, would never attain the object of subduing 
these lawless clans. lit February a police thnu- 
nab and school was also established m the village, 
ss, until principles of right conduct are instilled 
into the minds of the Hagahs, it is in vain to hope 
or expect any amelioration of their condition, or 
that their feelings or customs will be changed. 

A murder having been committed at Mozo-nmb 
in February,. 1847, the JDarogah Elrng Chund at 
Sumokhoo-Ting was directed to proceed to the vil¬ 
lage, and inquire into the cause of the aggression h 
Oh the 8tli March the Danogdi set out with 
twenty Eipahces from Sumokhoo-Ting, and arrived 
at Mozo-inah oil the 10th. Here he learned that 
the Nogabs of Lakeh-mah had, without any provo- 
catiou whatever, killed a Ungnh of Mozo-uaah, and 
that, according to then’ barbarous custom, they 
had cut off and carried away his head, hands, and 
feet. On the 13th ho advanced to the village of 
Meerun, after fearing three malingering Sipaheea 
behind at Moao-moh. Pie liad scarcely taken up 
his quarters nt Meeree-mah, whan a party of 
£0Q Bfogahs from LaJceb-maii suddenly made their 
appearance, and by taking up a position in am- 
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bualk on the Joahe-imah road, completely out oft" 
tbtEi' retreat. The I4t3a woa passed in abortive 
attempts by mcs&jigeg tb bring the Nagabs of 
Lakeh-mola to terms, who bad assembled 1,200 
warriors fin* the occasion in the vicinity of ffte 
village of Sleeves-mala, evidently intent on annihi¬ 
lating tiie party lodged in the village. On the 
1-Gtb, Bhog Chund ventured to visit the village of 
Kcgufr-mahn In returning, one Coolie woe slightly 
wounded in the faea witla a spear, by the Lnkeb- 
mah Xngalas, and they had tbe temerity, likewise, 
to take by surprise one of the Coolies of Joshc-niah, 
who was returning from Jleai'ee-mah, and whom 
they instantly tied Lip to a treej they then amused 
themselves with the diversion of target practice, by 
throwing their spears at this unfortunate mau. 
After this, each Nagah cut off a bit of the victim J 'e 
flesh, and held it up to the view of Bhog Chund 
and party, telling them they would cut off tlidr 
heads and distribute their Jlesli among themselves 
in the same manner as they had done to the 
Coolie who bad accompanied him from Joshe-mah. 

The IGth, and 17th were passed in necks* con¬ 
ciliatory messages to the enemy r On the 13th, as 
the Lakeh-inah Nnguhs had declined to receive 
any further -communications, but had sworn to kill 
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BhogChutid fi»d party, and had thrown up breast¬ 
works in every quarter to obstruct his return—while 
the Sipnliees hud been on abort rations for the lest 
five days, helcI further delay seemed only to in- 
crease the arrogance and confidence of the enemy— 
15hog - ' Ghuml at Inst courageously resolved on 
facing the danger with which lie was beset, find 
accordingly nmrclied out of the friendly village 
of Meeree-mah. He had scarcely proceeded a 
mile, when the war yells of 1,000 Nagnli warriors 
resounded m his eara, who were lying in nmbiish 
in every direction., behind breastworks of planks 
and walls. At this critical moment, seven out of 
seventeen of the Shun, Assamese, and Gaoharee 
fijpahees, composing the Now-Gong Police Militia, 
panic-struck by tlio war yells of the Nagohs, fled 
to the: jungles in the rear, leaving only ton Sipa- 
bees, with Bhog Chund, to fight the battle in the 
best way they could. Nothing daunted by this 
untoward cventj whan the Nngnhs were closing 
round tha little band, and from a distance throwing 
their spears at them, a Lance Nnick, of the name of 
Ahemi, instantly stepped out mid boldly challenged 
hia companions to follow him and force their way 
through the enemy, or they would be flayed olive. 
His advice was fortunately heeded, and being 
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supported by the cool decision of Bhog CHund, 
volleys of musketry were repeatedly fired^ and the 
breastworks were rapidly taken at the point of the 
bayonet The Nngahs were astounded at per¬ 
ceiving that tlieir wooden shields were no protec¬ 
tion against leaden balis, and hastily carrying 1 off 
ill air killed said wounded, whom later reports 
proved to have been numerous^ fled from the field 
of battle, The victorious patty returned to the 
friendly village of Meme-mah, and leisurely went 
back to Sumokhoa-Tmg on the £Iet without 
further opposition, and the greatest respect was 
manifested towards them by the weaker clans, 
for having liumblod one of the most tyrannical 
tribes in the country. 

Such is always the conduct of savoges^ibey 
can never be trusted j and if an inefficient or small 
force is sent against them, it is ten chances to one 
but that it is cither attacked in the day, or sur¬ 
prised at night. Greater boldness and presumption 
arc always sure to be manifested by savages when 
their aggressions pass with impunity, or their acts 
of violence are not instantly chastised. On such 
occasions procrastination or forbearance is con¬ 
strued into fear, and they are emboldened to 
commit the most fearful fit rod ties, The bravery 
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of the SipaliccSj to the credit of the Gov eminent, 
was rewarded by their i LCmetlinte promotion to the 
grade of Havikkra, and Bhogf Chnud was exalted 
to the dignity of a second class Dfircgfab, which 
his distinguished service merited. 
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CHAPTER XL 

The Anpiliir^e jNTa^ivli rtLeStlaji-^EiuhtlL mr] iJotli mi Li jury e*- 
pslHioilf Lii 1U& n:iu L Sia 

DuitiMG the jeftr 1846, a thousand Anguhmee 
Hagaba visited the station of Now-Gong., to trade 
with the merchants in salt and cornelian bends, 
which they greatly prize, and the utmost good- 
will was manifested towards the authorities and 
the people of the phi i i ls ■ Early in 184(b however, 
the Angubmee Kngnh chieib evinced a turbulent 
disposition amongst themselves j and the two 
chiefs of the village of Mozo-maL,, Jubelee and 
Milholey, had an unfortunate dispute about some 
land, Jubelee applied for a guard of ^ipaheea 
to bs placed in his village ; and both chiefs waited 
on the agent to t!ic Governor-General at Gowa- 
hattee, mid returned to the ii ills, as we tiiought, quite 
satisfied with the prospect of a gLtard being placed 
in their village either before or after iJih rains. 
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In Mey, 1840, however, Bhog Chund Davogab 
found the season 10 for advanced, that he could 
not obtain 0E«y assist once from the ^Nagohs to 
construct a stockade, amt, on that account, was 
directed to postpone the measure till after the 
rains, when, in November the principal assistant 
would proceed to Mom-mah, and select a good 
site for a stockade, distinct from the village of 
Mozo-mnh, 

In duly, Iinnever, a noted freebooter, Hurry 
Pcs Koch cry, employed as a Dorog&b by the 
Muneepoor Government, wrote n letter from Beve- 
mtih to Bhog Chund Larogah, nt Sumokhoo-Ting, 
asking liim to meet him to settle a case of murder 
that had been committed by the Nngnha of l£ono~ 
iflfth. With the concurrence of the agent to the 
Govemoi'-Geuern], he was directed to meet him as 
soon as possible at Hoorah-mah; in the mean time, 
however, Bhog Cliund Darognh heard tliat Jubelee 
hud called in n party of Tooleeram Sonnhputtefifs 
C;j l'Jj:' iie armed with stivtiit mmketS, to fight 

ngaiuat Millioleyj and conceiving that it was 
uecess&ry at once to interfere mid prevent blood¬ 
shed, ho sat out from Suniokh&o-XEug without any 
order® on the 17th July, 1840, neoompfimed by 
one Uavildor, one iNniek, one Lance Naick, and 
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thirty Sipalieea of the Now-Gong Police Militia, 
and a few armed Ticklahs. Ho armed at Mom- 
mall on the 10th July^ where he was well received 
by both chiefs and he induced them to construct 
a stockade Eu the middle of the village separating; 
the two clans now at enmity with each other* 

After staying five days at Mozo-moli, Bhog 
Chufld visited other largo villages in the neigh- 
bourlioodj and w r as treated in tlie moat friendly 
manner; he then returned to Mozo-maLj and ap¬ 
prehended seven Cacliarees armed with muskeg 
who resided, with Jubelee, and demanded of Mil- 
holey the surrender of the person wlm hod killed 
a mail of 0 libelee's clan. Mil holey was indignant 
at the request., and replied that ho could not sub¬ 
mit to such a dishonourable act, and entreated him 
not to attempt to apprehend any persons of bis 
chm, but to bind him and dnbelee and take them 
both to the Principal Assistant at NowGtmgj and 
lie would cheerfully abide by r his decision and 
settlement of the question. 

Strange and unaccountable as it may seem, this 
reasonable request was utterly scorned by Bhog 
Clumdj and instantly, in spite of all entreaty and 
warning, he apprehended two men of Mi3holey 3 s 
clan. This conduct so exasperated MUholey, that 
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he and his clan immediately left tho village of 
Mozo-mah, which was tantamount to a declaration 
of war; but Bhog Chund seemed perfectly reck¬ 
less and fearless of all threats, and continued in the 
village of Mozo-mah three days. 

On the 2nd August, after leaving three Ticklahs 
armed with muskets, to take charge of the newly- 
built stockade at Mozo-mah, he set out for Sumo- 
khoo-Ting. On the line of march no opposition.was 
offered to his party, but on approaching the village 
of Pripbeh-mah, one of the Nagah prisoners effected 
his escape ftom the guard, by jumping down n 
precipice, and was not seen afterwards. This 
circumstouce, it is said, caused Bliog Chund 
great annoyance, and he became reckless and des¬ 
perate, and bade the Nngahs defiance. Though 
warned by Nagah women and Jubelee that he 
woul’d certainly be attacked by Milholey that 
night, if he was not very watchful, he heeded no 
warnings, and did not apparently take any pre¬ 
cautions to guard against a surprise. No sentries 
were placed outside the huts, and it is evident the 
enemy were held in the utmost contempt. The 
party located themselves in the village of 
Pripheh-mah, in three separate houses; twenty 
Sipahees, with a Nagah prisoner, in one house; 
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Blioflf Chnnd, with the TScldnhs and ten Siplieee 
i]] another house ■ and the seven disarmed Cacharow 
in a separate house by themselves, whilst the 
Cooties lay down close by without cover. 

At break of day* on (lie 3rd August Nilholey 
and his clan surrounded the houses occupied bv 
Bhog Chand and jiarty^ am) with their usual war- 
ye)ta commenced the attach by flinging stones, and 
throwing spears at the lmts. Bhog Cband m* 
tivmted the Sipahees to come out and bout off tbp 
enemy ; but, excepting two or three Nepalese and 
Shun Sipahees, the remainder of tlie guard could 
not be prevailed on to quit the huts and fire in 
a hotly on the enemy. This feeble defence em¬ 
boldened the Nognhs to set fire to tlie huts, ami 
the ejection of the whole party Followed in n few 
minutes j but, unfortunately, at this moment Bhog 
Chnud, with the Shan Hnvildnr and two or 
three Sip&hees, proceeded to the edge of the hit],, 
where Xilholey was lying in wait f&r 3nm, con¬ 
cealed behind a high stone- From his ambus]] Nfl- 
holey threw his spear, which passed through the 
neck and came out between the shoulder-blade, and 
Bhog Chand fell dead on the spot. The Shan 
Hnvildar was likewise scared through the body, 
aud several Sipnheoa shared the same fate. The 
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death of the Havildar and Bhog Chand so dis¬ 
pirited the men that they were panic-stricken and 
immediately fled, leaving the killed and wounded, 
with all their baggage, and several muskets, ammu¬ 
nition, and accoutrements ; and they never stopped 
till they reached Sumokhoo-Ting the same day 
about nine p. m. 

The enemy hod three or four killed; and it 
appears they were either alarmed, or satisfied with 
what they had done, for, on the death of the 
Havildar and Bhog Chand, they returned to 
Mozo-mah with all haste; clearly showing there 
was no necessity for the rapid flight of the Sipa- 
hees from the scene of this disaster. On this 
eventful morning our loss in killed was one Daro- 
gah, one Havildar, four Sipahees, and eight 
Coolies; and the wounded amounted to one 
Naick, three Sipahees, and four Coolies; in all, 
the killed and wounded amounted to twenty-two 
men. It is wonderful that a single man was 
allowed to escape, so little courage was shown by 
the troops on tills occasion. 

On Nilholey's return with the clan to Mozo-mah, 
he was opposed by J ubelee’s clan; who, true in their 
allegiance to the British Government, would not 
permit the three Ticklnhs left in the stockade by 
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Bhog Gbaud: viis,, Dodhoo, Pook, ami Run Sing, to 
be given up to tliO enemy j they not only fed them, 
hut Enaintaiued open war, until the ensuing cold 
Heason, in November, when they all managed to 
return in safety to Dhccmahpcor. •Nilholey'a 
party meanwhile commenced to construct a fort 
on a high ridge of the mountains above tlie village 
of Kcmo-muh, to protect themselves against ttia 
vengeance which they knew awaited them, as soon 
as our troops could visit the bills. 

On theJ&Oth November, 1343., Lieutenant Vincent, 
junior nseistant-comini&gicneij was deputed to con¬ 
duct, in the political department, the eighth expedi¬ 
tion to the Angnhmee Nagah hills, and Lieutenant 
Campbell, second in. command of tlia 2nd Assam 
Light Infantry, commanded the party, which con¬ 
sisted of one Loohadar, one Jemadar, seven Ilavil- 
dars, seven Nfticks, one "Bugler, and ISO Sipnbeea. 
After passing nearly a month at Dheemahpeor in 
endeavouring to collect Coolies* ami in making ar¬ 
rangements for provisions, the force, divided into 
small parties, reached Mozo-muh by the latter end 
of December. On the npproach of our troops, 
Nilholey and his clan fixed a few shots, and retired 
to their fastness in the mountains. 

In tho beginning of January, 18C0, Lieu- 
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Tenant Vincent, with a email party of one Hit- 
vildnr, twelve Sipaheesj end fifty Nagah warrior 
proceeded to Beereb-mnh to have a consultation 
with the political agent of Kuneepoorj leaving 
Lieutenant Campbell at Moio-mab to build a 
stockade there in the middle of the village, as 
a permanent station for our troops- At that 
time neither of these officers seemed to- be aware of 
Nilholey’s haring constructed a strong fort in their 
neighbourhood; it was discovered neeiden tally, cm 
the 14 th January. Lieutenant Campbell, when out 
foraging in the jungles to discover concealed rice., 
with only n guard of eighteen men, suddenly fell in 
with the enemy, and followed him to his fort j this 
he coon found was not to be captured by his$ email 
force, and ho therefore prudently effected an'orderly 
retreat to his own camp in the village ofMo*o-tttflh. 
Two days afterwords, he deputed a native officer 
.with sixty-two men to take tire fort, but after a 
dfty h s useless exertion, and firing 500 rounds of 
ammunition., the party retired unsuccessful in the 
evening to Mozo-moln Notwithstanding 1 this at¬ 
tempt to capture the fort hod foiled, .Lieutenant 
Campbell did not make any other attempt to take 
the place; but, in the latter end of January, 
leaving half his force, about sixty men, at Ma- 
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zo-Ennh, he proceed cfl with 1remainder to visit the 
forge village of Joshelwnih. 

In his absence, a little before break of day on 
the BOth January, the enemy burned down the 
whole village of Mozo-muh. Lieutenant Campbell 
seeing the five from Josbeh-mali, proceeded forth- 
^vitb to Moao-mnb, where he found that he had lost 
all liia provisions. Ttaguh promises of assistance, 
in supplying - him with vice, lie knew were not to be 
relied on, and, in consequence, lie immediately 
retired through the posses, before they were occu¬ 
pied by the enemy, with the whole of Ids force to 
Dheumnhpoor, width place he reached m molested 
on the evening of the SBtb Jnmi&ry. Lieutenant 
Vincent also nr rived there on tiie same day, 
escorted by a party of Muneapoor Sipnheea from 
Bseveh-mab to Dbaemuhpoor- 

I had arrived a few days previously nt Dheemah- 
poor, and, in this state of affairs, finding there were 
no provisions in store, but only sufficient, to supply 
the troops for u short time, the posts of Smnolthoo- 
Ting Eheemahpoor. and Muhuug; Dehooa, were 
strengthened, and the officers and men returned 
tq Kow-Gong ; tor at that late season of the year 
there were many difficulties to be overcome, render¬ 
ing: u second expedition extremely hazardous, 
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Neither Coolies nor food could have been collected 
for such an undertaking, under many days; and, 
moreover, Lieutenant Campbell having 1 informed 
mo that 200 mou with guns would he necessary to 
capture so strong - n fort as tha enemy land con¬ 
structed, there wag no other safe alternative but to 
pursue a defensive policy, till the enguftig cold 
season ; for we had no guns at hand, and a second 
failure was on every ground to he avoided. The 
mm reinstating 1 of Jubclec's clan in tiro tillage 
of Mozo-mah, though quite practicable, was of 
secondary importance to that of taking tho fort, 
which could not he accomplished without gnu a, and 
a large reinforcement of troope. 

Title policy, however, was not approved by the 
Agent to the Governor* General, as the frontier boats 
did not prevent tlie Nagtihe fram committing mur¬ 
derous inroads on our villages in the plains. Two 
traders had been murdered near Mohung Dehoon on 
the 5th December, 1840, and twenty-throe Meekirs 
had been cut up nt Dcelao on the 8th January; and 
at Loongee'-jairj near Mohimg Helicon, eighteen 
Oaehai'fies had been slaughtered on the iSth 
February, To cheek these inroads, it woe thought 
expedient to divert the Nagahe by sending a de¬ 
tachment again into the Hills, and to assist ]?ovit- 


TRE JflJTTEf EXPflBrTlOEf. l&J 

hoIi in recovering" hb tost village, Lieutenant 
\ lucent accordingly act out from £7ow-Gong, on 
the 1 St-1 1 Pabrnmyj to cany out the ninth ex¬ 
pedition, lie reached DhoemahjKior on the .37th 
February, and on the 2nd March, having taken 
ten iNopolftw Sipnbecs volunteers from the 1st 
Assam Light Infantry, cue Hovildar, one Kalck, 
and twenty Sipaheas of the Now-Gong police, he 
eel out for Moso-iftfth with Povitooh and Ida clan, 
who amounted^ including men^ women, and chil¬ 
dren, to 300 persona. 

On the Gth March, the whole party readied 
Mozo-mah without a single accident, and without 
any Coolies to carry the baggage, Nilholey's 
clan, or rather a picket of twenty men, oil the 
arrival of otir troops at Mozo-mah, gave their usual 
war-whoop and lied to Kono-maJi, hotly pursued 
by our troops ; a portion of the village of Kono- 
mail inimical to us, and belonging to Peh 
lioo’a clan, was instantly burned to the ground j 
but that in alliance with ub was spared. In this 
manner the friendly Nagahs, of Mosc-tnah were 
reinstated iu their village, which hail been burned 
down by Nilholey in January. The consequent 
loss of provisions, had rendered it necessary for 
a Large detachment, under Lieutenant Campbell, 
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to retire to Dheeiiiahpaor. Lieutenant Vincent's 
apeedy retun) to Mozo-naali greatly astonished the 
enemy j but, in a few' days, the former evidently 
perceived the perilous position in which he was 
pieced, Before leaving How-Gong he had ima¬ 
gined that thirty men were sufficient to capture 
MoM-mah, and to main tain it : no one doubted 
hut that thirty Sipaheescould surprise Mazo-nmli j 
hut the attempt to secure it throughout the year, 
surrounded by numerous turbulent, treacherous, 
savage tribes, all acquainted with the country and 
people, was a perfect delusion. 

Oblivious of past declarations, on the 13 th 
March;, Lieutenant Vincent called for a reinforce¬ 
ment of fifty men of the 1st Assam Light Infantry, 
to take the duties of the post at BlieemnhpQor, in 
tiio room of troops withdrawn from thence for 
service in the Hills. By the latter end of 
March Lieutenant Vincent had assembled about 
TOO men at Moso-innTi. On the 4th April with n 
select party, after trailing all night, lie surprised 
the village of Ja^ucc-mah, composed of about 800 
houses, mid burned it to the ground, because the 
inhabitants were in alliance with the enemy, A 
party of Mcroo-trinhNagulis,our allies, accompanied 
Lieutenant Vincent on this night expedition ; and 
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ii is to be regretted, that, in the pursuit of the 
enemy, six persons were killed : two women amougat 
the number. As this village hud not openly 
Opposed Lieutenant Vincent, and almost every 
village in the country had similarly nasiatert the 
enemy with food and shelter, its total destruction 
by fire seems a harsh, vindictive measure, calcu¬ 
lated to e Kaapei-ate, and even, to make them im¬ 
placable enemies. 

On the 10th April, Lieutenant Vincent reported 
that tbo stockade of Mozo-mah was nearly' com¬ 
pleted, and provisions sufficient for thirty-five men 
would be in store in a few days* when be should 
bo ready to return to Jfo w-Gong with the 
remainder of the troopsj but, before he took 
such n step, be begged to offer his services to 
remain at Mozo-mah throughout the rains, as the 
K&gahe, would then slo that we could subsist .in 
their hilla for any length of time, during the hot 
ns woII ns the cold season. As Nil holey, bow- 
over, was so strongly intrenched in bis fort be¬ 
yond Kono-mah, he did not deem it prudent to 
attack bun j hist the policy ho was pursuing, of 
keeping him out of his fields and village, would 
in the end oblige him to surrender, he felt con¬ 
vinced, before the dose of the rains. The Agent to 
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the Governor* General acceded to this proposition, 
and directed Lieutenant Vincent to remain nt 
MoMHBflli, throughout the rains, with an efficient 
force. During the month of April, Li eaten nut 
Vincent saw clearly that Ins post of 100 men at 
Moao-mah bnt little impeded the movements or 
resources of the enemy] for they readily obtained 
all their supplies from Kono-mak and other villages* 
To prevent the enemy, therefore, from having 
access to the village of Kono-in&h, or their fields, at 
the request of a clan of that village he located a 
guard of two Jemadars, one Hnvildur, two N aides, 
and forty-one Sipahees, ut Kono~mab, on tlie £Cth 
April, in a stockade, Tine measure, he said, would 
’ completely prevent access to their village or fields; 
and, ae he was credibly informed the enemy were 
confined to their fort without any great store of 
provision, it would he impossible they could remuin 
ibr any length of time, bnt fnuet be speedily com* 
polled to surrender. Notwithstanding this reason¬ 
ing, the Agent to the Governor-General did not 
approve of the establishment of a post at ICono- 
moh; and he directed that it should be withdrawn, 
if MoKO-mab, Sunaokhoo'Ting, or Dheemah-poor, 
should be in any danger, 

Ou the 8tli May, throe Sipahees left the stockade 
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of Kono-mah to procure water from a spring* close 
tatin g with them two muskets. Whilst thus 
eng^agBcij two Nugabo suddenly appeared on the 
hill above them, at some distance* Upon this* one 
of the Stpnhees fired, but without effect} imme¬ 
diately a number of Hagftbe sprung out from the 
jungle close to the Srpabaes. Munsoobarra at 
ouco tried to fire his musket, but it missed fire 
three times; and seeing 1 there was no chance of 
escape from so many Negate, the throe Sipfthcca 
Bed with nil speed towards their stockade Men- 
soobnroe, however, in hia flight, having fallen 
into a deep Nullah, was quickly overtaken by the 
Nflgalis and speared to death, his musket being 
carried off' in' triumph. The other two Sipahees, 
though hotly pursued, reached the stockade in 
safety; a party of Sipaheee, on hearing a shot 
fired, had come out of the stockade to meet them, 
or they also, probably, would hare shared the 
some fate as their comrade Mumsoobaroe, The 
Sipahees had been frequently warned not to go 
from the stockade for water, except in large bodies, 
and with loaded imitate; but us this bud not 
been attended to, Lieutenant "Vincent now gave 
the Jemadar commanding the stockade at Kono- 
niah, written orders on no account to permit a 
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smaller party than twenty Sipahera* under a non- 
commissioned officer; with at least ten muskets, to 
£'o at any time for water. A stronger proof than 
tins of the folly of locating thirty-five men in a 
stockade in those hills could not be adduced. 
Sooh was the war in which we were now engaged. 
The Sipahees could not, either at Mora-mah or 
Kono-mnlij leave their stockade for a drop of water, 
except in a body of twenty men with loaded mus¬ 
kets j ami frequent attempts at night were mndo 
hy the enemy to surprise the stockades* 

On the JGSrd May; Lieutenant Vincent deter¬ 
mined to reconnoitre the enemies 1 ' fort at Kono- 
mnh carefully and minutely; and to surprise them* 
if possible, while engaged in cultivating their laud. 
On approaching the fort, he was assailed with 
atones, and fired at \ he returned the fire, and being 
satisfied; from a close inspection; that the right of 
the enemy’s position could not he taken without 
the assistance of a gucij he withdrew his party ; 
having one Sipahee slightly wounded with n slug; 
mad two or three others panji&L The attempt 
to surprise the enemy cultivating, previously to 
reconnoitring the stockade; failed; owing to the 
.enemy not having been at their usual occupation 
that day, but Out hunting and bathing in the river. 
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About the 07Hi Juty, Lieutenant Vincent sue- 
needed m effeeting'j for thirty-seven rupees, the ra»- 
som of TooleertLinij a Cocbnree boy, who had been 
onmed off from the village of Loongee-jair on the 
36th February, by a marauding party of Angabtuec 
Nagahs. Two other children were at the same time 
earned off, but had been sold to different villages; a 
little girl was sold to some Nngabs aiBeereh-mnb, 
but could not he traced The fata of the third hoy 
was horrible; he was purchased by the adjoin¬ 
ing tribe of Lotah Negnhij and a man of the 
village having died immediately after the purchase, 
it was considered ft bad omen, and that ill luck had 
befallen them on account of this captive child. 
They therefore flayed the poor boy alive, cutting 
off his flesh hit by bit until lie died. These cruel 
and superstitious savages then divided the body, 
giving a piece of the flesh to each man in the 
village to put into his dvfo f a largo corn basket. 
By tliis they suppose all evil will be averted,, their 
good fortune will return,, anti plentiful crops of 
grain will be ensured. 

Tho experience of six months 7 residence In the 
hills had now conduced to change entirely the 
views of Lieutenant Vincent, in regard to the 
feasibility of either maintaining a small post in 
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htlbj or subduing tho tribes with thirty muskets j 
which in February he. had doomed practicable. 
On the 20th August he reported that Audarod j 
Sipahee, when only forty-two paces from the 
atochflde at Kono-mab, was suddenly spoared to 
deatli by two of the enemy secreted behind a 
atone. This act of treachery, coupled with the 
suspicion entertained that the professed friendly 
XrgiiliB of Kono-mab were not so faithful us they 
ought to he, induced him to withdraw the guard 
at ouce from Kono-mah on the following day. 
The store of rice end the Sipaheea' baggage 
were first removed from ICouo-mali to Mozo-in&h, 
and then all the houses of those Nagaha residing 
in Kono-mah who were not awora to go to 
Mcawnah, were burned down. The Sipahees* huta 
were ids* destroyed by fire, and the whole of 
the troops quitted ICono-mftb by 5 f.m. on the B4th 
August 

Lieutenant Vincent remarked on this occasion, 
u p f[ & no t consider my position at ITossO'imah, even 
with an increased force, though perfectly tenable, 
M safe ns it wna when I had an advanced picket at 
Kono-nmU; and nothing should have induced me to 
withdraw it, had I not been convinced of treachery 
from within ; for though our troops can withstand, 
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and! have successfully withstood, repeated attempts 
at surprise and attack, both on their way to and 
from water, and at ni^lit in the etoctade, still it in 
impossible to expect them to ha prepared against 
treachery at tlteir very threshold/' 
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CHAPTEH XII. 


T^C tCUth Tnitilnrj cxpodjllim— PLnil 


It was now evident that the guard stationed at 
iCono mah from the 30th April to the 34 th August 
had mot been efficient in preventing the enemy from 
procuring provisions from nil quarters ; mid the 
Nagrnhs hud thus been enabled successfully to oppose 
a large detachment from March dll the latter 
elate, Lieutenant Vincent could only depend upon 
the IflO warriors of Jiibclee’s clou, reinstated in 
the village of Mozd-mah, in March. The burning of 
Jaquee-mah and part of Kono-mah did not further 
his object, nor lead to the capture of the fort or 
tlie submission of the enemy. On the con- 
irarVj Lieutenant Vincent acknowledged that the 
last during defy the treacherous murder of AndmroQ 
Sipahee, showed clearly tbnt the nnimoaity of the 
enemy was unabated j msd lie was of opinion that 
they bar! no intention whatever of surrendering, for 
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Nilholey was daily extending; his fort, and there 
u r ns no hope or possibility of hid. being 1 driven from 
it Except by si gun or mortar, and being 1 buoyed up 
by the assistance they had received from other 
villages in food and shelter for tlnsmsilves and 
families, all efforts to induce their suliiAiwn had 
proved fraitle&Sn 

Thie J esuit was what many experienced officers 
expected before flic ninth expedition set ont in 
February from Now-Gong, Thirty Sipnbecs only 
were solicited by Lieutenant Vincent for this expe¬ 
dition, but with 100 men ha was enable to do jnore 
than to muintnin his post, and that be did it an 
successfully great credit is due to him, for he had 
many difficulties to contend against: he ia not to 
Warns for having been deputed, or rather for having 
volunteered to return to the hills., and attejnpt- 
ing to bring about wliftt was considered highly 
hazardous and impracticable; namely, tbs capture 
of the fort of ICouo-mah, or the surrender of 
Nilholey n»d his clan. 

It has, however; been urged that, by Lieutenant 
Vincent's retain to the hills, all further inroads on 
our villages were prevented. It is true, no aggres- 
stone occurred after his return to the hills in 

March, but if he had not returned, it ie very 

o 
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doubtful whether any further inroads would have 
been attempted, as the season was far advanced, 
and the Nagnhs ftt that season arc generally buaily 
occupied in cultivating their land* The expadi- 
tin)], therefore, may be deemed uncalled for, and it 
put the Government to an enormous expense : the 
friendly dan of Mo&o-mah might have been rein¬ 
stated in tho ensuing cold season, find the troopa 
would have teen snved much harassing service 
and many privations, which they had to endure in 
cm eight months’ riege from March till October. 

In tills state of affairs, and earing there was not 
the slightest chance or hope of getting the better 
of the enemy; on the 2fl.th August, Lieutenant 
Vincent wrote <( I strongly recommend, therefore, 
that a force of not less than Four or five hundred 
bayonets, accompanied by a gun, should enter these 
hills ns soon as the season will allow, in order that 
tills hitherto successful rebellion may at once he 
brought to 0)i issue $ I would also recommend that 
the assistance of the Huneepoor government should 
be obtained in crushing tills hydra-headed rebellion ” 

The failure of the eighth, and the severity of the 
ninth expedition; greatly exasperated the Naguhs, 
for previously to the last expedition, there were only 
IflO warriors of Nilholcy’a clan, and £00 warriors 
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of a portion of ICono-mali, openly opposed to us ; 
but in Augturt, 1850, lieutenant Vincent report 
t(mt the strength of the clans who wen opposed to 
ua in the attack 011 ICono-mah, might be calculated 
as follows:— 


Mozo-moh, Chief Ml holey . 

WlHign. 

. . 100 

Konomnli, Chief Pelhoo 

♦ . 300 

Cheerelwnah. 

* . 200 

Joshs-»nab. 

. * 300 

SOO 

£f In addition to the above, the following villiagea 

are known to be hostile to us, and many others 

on secretly opposed to us, who 
flings throughout the hills 

inhabit every 

Viltnuct 

Hoorn 

Gcroo-mah . * , , 

. ICO 

Tijapa-niah , . L * „ 

. 00 

Beephco-mah . f „ . 

- 40 

Fh&rJkekre-mnh , . 

- 60 

Tcsheh-mah . > „ . . 

, 700 

Kede-m&h 

, 300 

ICskre-mfthn . . , . . 

*1,000 

Carried forward - - 

. Ufi&O 

0 3 
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Total houses brought forward £,0&O 
Warriors per house . . . - 3 

4 h 5t>0 

Additional warriors in 1st list 600 
Total number of warriors . G,300 

So that there was, by thia list, not lees than o^SOO 
warriors arrayed against us. 

Lieutenant Vincent says, “ I have thought it 
necftsscrv to enter at some length into the present 
posture of affairs, as it is my opinion that, unless 
im overwhelming force is sent into these hills in 
the ensuing' cold season, nothing permanent will he 
effected* Hitherto the Agent to the Governor 
General, ami ths Government, imagined that 
Lieutenant Vincent had beeri most successful, and 
that the Nftgaha were on the point of submitting 
to our authority. This startling report, however, 
dea rly showed the true state of affairs. The 
Agent to the Governor-General could no longer 
conceal hie d isappoititment, and es pressed his 
opinion that he had anticipated a different result. 
He acknowledged he was not prepared to see 
so large a force required nt Mozo-mali, or to find 
Hilholey making so determined a resistance. Tlie 
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Government was ft! So surprised, and expressed its 
displeasure. Tlie delusion was nt an end: Govern¬ 
ment immediately sanctioned the assembling a 
larg’e force of 500 men, under Major Foquett, 
commanding the find Assam Light Infantry, with 
two three-pounder gmia, and two mortars, to enter 
the country as too 11 as possible,, for the purpose 
of relieving Lieutenant Vincent, and capturing 
the fort of Kono-moli, 

On the £4th September, the Agent to the Gover¬ 
nor-General warned me to prepare to conduct, in 
the political department, the tenth expedition to 
the Angahmee Tfugah Hills ; but before I set out 
from Now-Gong, orders ware received from Go¬ 
vernment, that in the present state of affairs, it 
was necessary that the Agent to the Governor- 
General should himself proceed to the frontier, 
and, in some convenient position, personally con¬ 
duct the expedition. The Agent to the Governor- 
Gcncrnl accordingly reached Dheemahpoor about 
the 16th of December, and ramamed there til) tits 
SOtli December. This order gave universal satis¬ 
faction, as for teii years past officers and troops 
had been harassed with annual useless expeditions 
to these hills. Captain Heed of the Artillery, and 
Lieutenant Diver of the Light Infantry, with a 
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detachment of Light Infantry, and two three- 
pounder guns, proceeded to Mozo-mah in November; 
and in December, having collected 000 Coolies, and 
despatched rice for the troops to Mozo-mah, I 
accompanied Major Foquett with a detachment 
and two mortars, in progress to Mozo-iuah, which 
place we reached on the 7th December, after a 
harassing march of forty miles from Dheemahpoor, 
greatly impeded by difficulties we experienced in 
getting the 1001101*8 conveyed over the hills. 

About eight o’clock on the morning of the 10th 
December, 1850, the party enumerated below,* with 
two three-pounder guns, and two four-inch mor¬ 
tars, left Mozo-mah to capture the fort of Kono- 
mah. At two P. M. the mortars commenced firing 
shells on the fort, at a distance of 600 yards, but 
owing to a dense fog, and the narrow ridge of the 
mountains on which the enemy’s position was 
situated, the shells seemed to have little effect, 
falling either short of, or beyond, the position. 
The two three-pounder guns were then advanced 
within 150 yards of the fort, to effect a breach 
in the barricade for the troops to enter, but the 

* One Major, one Captain, three Lieutenant*, one AjabUnt-Sur- 
geon, one Semeant, throe Snbadar*, three Jemadar*, oeventeen 
Jlavildara, tvrcntj Nakka, three Bugler*, 281 Sipabeca; total, S54. 
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defences being very strongly contracted of stone 
mid timber, end not being injured lifter nanny 
rounds of shot and canister bad been emended, 
tbs gu.ua were advanced to within seventy yards. 
Still, sa there appeared no hope of breaching the 
borne fide, and the day was closing, U» whole 
pnrEv advanced to escalade the position. On 
reaching the defences, a deep and wide trench 
stopped all further progress j and na it ym 
flanked nt each end by an abrupt precipice, and 
exposed to showers of spears, musketry, and stones, 
tho troops were obliged to retire to the spot where 
the guns first opened bro, and there bivouacked 
f or the night. It was extremely cold, and as 
they were without food, water, or shelter, the 
sufferings of all were very greet* To prevent a 
surprise, a desultory fire was kept up during the 
uiglit ou the enemy's position; and on the morning 
of tits 11th, when the party' rose to resume hostili¬ 
ties, th& frigidly Nagnlis reported that the enemy 
had evacuated the fort, and our troops immediately 
took poftaesaion of it. 

Thus fell one of the strongest forts ever seen m 
Assam, after n siege of sis teen lurcrg* duration. 
Our Ids* in wounded on this occasion consisted of 
two HavildarSj three Snicks, one Bugler, and 
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twenty-five Sipohees* and three Sipahees were 
tilled. The mountains were covered with &now on 
the 12th, and the c&Id wm extreme* so much so., 
that it was wLth dirticiiJty tlie Sipahees could be 
prevented from leaving the fort* whilst it was 
being dismantled: Indeed many did go down to 
the volley below the fort, and were compelled to 
return. After the capture. of the fort* I wrote to 
the Agent to the Governor-General as follows* on 
the 17th December :—■ 

u The experience of this expedition has shown 
very clearly the great diH’LCultifl£ that have to be 
encountered in carrying on warfare in this woody 
and mountainous country. Unable to move with 
less than EJG0 Coolies* If opposed, we should Suffer 
aisrioug, loss without the possibility of being able 
to injure the enemy. I have used every means* 
therefore* to conciliate the JN 7 agaha of those villages 
said to be friendly to us* and ill return they have 
supplied us with rice, and assured roe of their 
desire to he on friendly tonne with us. At present 
I see no prospect of apprehending ?{il holey, or bis 
followers-; and if they receive encouragement or 
assistance from the Muneepoor government,, the 
contest may be prolonged for an indefinite period. 
The Government having decided on not resuming - 
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Tooleeram’s country, we are deprived el' all assist¬ 
ance from his poople f and our own population of 
Meekira being very scanty, we all all be unable to 
continue to employ them in conducting expeditions 
into the Angahmee Nagah hills ; for, rather than 
submit to thiij service, I mm persuaded they wit! 
leave tlie district, or be utterly ruined from not 
being able to attend to their cultivation. 

11 In the present state of affairs I do not rs* 
commend violent measures, unless we are openly 
opposed. We have driven the enemy from his 
stronghold, and las must now be sensible of our 
power; and it is a question to be considered, 
whether it would not he more advisable not to 
interfere with the internal alFairsof the Nagubs, but 
to supply them freely with salt at Dhcemahpoor, 
aud to main tan i posts of tha police, militia, and 
light infantry, at Dheeinahpoor anti Mohuiig 
Dehooa, for the protection of our frontier► 

u If we establish a military post permanently in 
tho Hills, & European officer with civil power 
Mi superintendent of the J?agali Mile, on a salary 
of 1,000 rupees will be, I conceive, indispensable, 
and not le&s than 150 men would be safely left at 
Moziwnnhj besides a large detachment, as fl sup¬ 
port, at Dhecmflhpocr* 
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ft Bv a defensive or offensive policy o»r frontier 
is equally exposed to sudden inroads j but to dis¬ 
tinguish the guilty from the innocent is exceed¬ 
ing] v difficult, acid an indiscriminate destruction of 
If ag'ah villages cannot be contemplated—especially 
if we decide &n retaining possession of the country 
^as we should, by auch a proceeding., destroy our 
resources, and have no claim on the Jfagnh& to 
supply us with rice, hut probably exasperate them 
to the commission of the most doling nets of mi'o- 
city sod opposition to our measures/' 

In company with Major Foquott;, I returned on 
the £5th Deoettiburj from Mozo'inab to Fheemeb- 
poor, when I was called on by the Agent to the 
Governor-General to give *m opinion us to what 
measures were advisable to adopt in our future 
intercourse with the Angahmee Kagahs, and 
the following suggestions were offered 

“ After mature consideration, it appears to me 
that our endeavours for some years past to put 
down the internal feuds of the TTogftb communi¬ 
ties have proved a complete failure. I, therefore, 
beg leave to suggest that, for the future, we 
leave the Nagahe entirely to themselves, and 
wholly abstain from any interference with them. 
The guard posted at Mwo-mah in March lost, 
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I would withdraw., as soon as the wounded men 
can he removed with the mortal's and guns. 
By this step, I am aware, the Mozo-mah clan 
will be exposed to the vengeance of the enemv. 
^ e however^ not called on to support them 
or any other small clan, or there would bo no 
end to such a system: we ought not to aide with 
any party. The Nagahs of Mozo-mah, about 100 
warriors, have been reinstated in their village, 
and the fortified post of the enemy at JConp-zaalt 
having been effectually .destroyed, we can now 
withdraw' car forces without its being mistaken for 
weakness* 

“The Hozo-iddIi clnn hove no elnim ou us for 
special protection j they called in Gaebaroes with 
muskets to fight against Nilholey, and the lata 
Davogah Bhog-jChund, having taken their part, 
lost Ida life* There aro many smaller villages than 
Mozo-mah which protect themselves, and, ns you 
gave them muskets in February last, they are 
better off tbnu many of their neighbours who are 
unprovided with fire-arms. 

Cl It would be unsafe to lenve a smaller detach- 
meut at Mozo-mah, than 1{50 men with a European 
officer invested with civil and military powers ; and 
after past experience of all the difficulties to be 
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surmounted, such n measure doea not appear ad¬ 
visable : snore particularly so, sb the gunrd at 
Sumokhoo-Ting has, through the treachery of the 
jtfagahs, been obliged to be withdraw!), 

«To bring' the’NflgaliB into complete subjection 
by permanently occupying the country > would, ae I 
hare before reported, involve the employment of at 
least a regiment of 500 men, with several European 
officers, guns, and mortars } aial the enorju OUfl ex¬ 
panse attendant on each a measure, besides the 
absolute necessity that w.ould then follow of con¬ 
structing roads throughout the country to facilitate 
military movements, leaves us no alternative hut to 
adopt a strictly defensive policy for the future,” 

The campaign being now, as we supposed, closed. 
Major Fot|uett reduced the force in the hille, and 
made over the command to Captain Reed, at Mo- 
io-iush, to wait there till the final orders of Govern¬ 
ment were received as to the future management of 
the Angalimee Nagahs. Captain Reed reported on 
the 11th January, that on the 9 th he bad been 
with a detachment of one Subadnr, three Hftvil- 
dars, two Nnicks, one Bugler, and sixty-five 
Sipabees, with a band of Mozuiuah warriors, to 
Joshe-mah, to procure rice and to seize ft noted 
warrior, who had fought against us on the IGth 
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December. ‘Whilst they were in the village of 
Joehfl-mphj ft hand of Kohc-msh wamors in full 
war costume were discovered treacherously coming 
to words them; but tile Kono-mah Kagahs were so 
impatient to go out to fight them, that the Kohe- 
maho took firight oad fled back to theta own village. 
The noted warrior being sick, was found in a hut 
and carried off a prisoner to Mozo-mahj and the 
detnehmeait returned to ilozo-mah uninterrupted, 
although an alarm was given that villages would 
come to the name. Captain Hood now thought it 
advisable to send down for a whole company of the 
2nd Assam Light Infantry from Solaghfiut; half 
the company to come to ifoM-mahj and the re¬ 
mainder to stay at Lheemahpoo-r, as he had only Itlfl 
men at Mozo-mah, A further reason for more 
troops was, that a rumour was spread that 3,000 
Muncepoor troops were coming to assist the Nagahe 
against us; and to prevent the hostile clans uniting 
their forces, he proceeded to Kono-mah,, in tho hope 
til at they might he induced to attack our force in 
the open field, which was greatly desired. 

Having been informed on tlia 21st January, 
ISM, tliut ft strong party of the enemy were 
sheltered in the village of JPoplongmaec, Captain 
Heed determined to make a night march to up- 




THAVELS- IH AB&AH. 


m 

prebend them; but owing to the darkness of the 
night, when lie reached the heights beyond Kouo- 
mah, it wae found \m possible to gpet to Poplong- 
maee before daylight. He, therefore, bivouacked 
on the mountains all night, and after a tedious 
march the following day over high mountains, 
about three o'clock at night they approached 
Popiongmnee; but the enemy wcro fully aware of 
their movements, And ran away. Fines were 
imposed on the houses in which the enemy had 
been sheltered, and those who did not redeem 
their property had their houses burned. The 
troopa etoyed at Popkmgmace two days, to allow 
of some rice.being sent off to Mozo-mah. The 
night attack seemed to have instilled a wholesome 
dread of our vengeance into tho winds of the 
people, if they sheltered the enemy. 

After tins expedition, Captain Reed proceeded 
to the eastward with two three-poundere, one 
mortar, and men, to- visit a large village 
which had a short time ago sent a challenge, by 
demanding why the Sipnhees did not come to 
fight them. On the 3rd February, the party 
reached Sassah-mah, where they' heard that ei man 
had been killed by the Hagfihs of I£ogue-ma!i. 
This village was visited in order to apprehend 
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the offender, and finding it vacated, the houses 
of the ckn concerned in the murder wen burned 
to the ground- After proceeding a little further, 
they came on six villages culled Sapheh-mnh, inha¬ 
bited by a very rude people, who were ill-disposed 
toward^ us. Two of the villages came in and paid 
tribute, but the others declared they were ready 
to meet us with spear and shield; consequently, 
after halting two days, and not being able to get 
them to give rica, a village which they had 
vacated was burned to the ground!, and notice 
was sent to tho other elans that, if they did 
not come in, their villa gas would share the same 
fate. This had tha desired effect, for early next 
morning the heads of clans of the whole of the 
villages come in and inquired what tribute was 
required; an ample supply of rice was then 
brought in for the troops. 

The JVIozo-naah N ngahs understood but little of 
tha language of the people to the eastward, and 
finding great difficulty in provisioning the troops 
and transporting the guns, Captain lieed had 
resolved on not proceeding to make further dis¬ 
coveries j but on the Mb February, two heralds 
crime into camp from Kekrfr-mah, bearing o chal¬ 
lenge from the people to come and prove who 
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had the greatest power in tiw« they or 

our Government: the Muneepooriee, they am^ 
tinder Gombhser Singh, were flfrfiid to fight them, 
and we warned afraid al». After seeing our musw 
kete and guns, they scornfully declared they did not 
care for our (tA^rt^w) tubes: meaning muskets, 

(i Your Sipahees are flesh and blood as well ns 
^e, and we will fight with spear and shield, auri 
see who are the best men 3 here is a specimen 
of our weapons," handing over a handsome apenr* 
Their village was said to contain abont 1,000 
bouses, and they were dreaded by all around as 
a bloodthirsty people who think nothing of murder 
for the sake of plunder 3 they boasted of having 
a man in their village who had hilled seventy men, 
the greater part of them probably murdered, and 
not killed in fair fights 

As it would have had a most injurious effect 
to return to MoKHnah without a coopting the 
challenge of these people, for it would have been 
attributed to fear, Captain Reed determined ot once 
to uphold the name and honour of the Government 
by accepting the challenge. He therefore told 
the messengers, that if they really wished to fight 
ns, they would soon have an opportunity. Captain 
Reed waa accompanied by Lieutenant Vincent, but 
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hearing - that four other villages would join Kckrc- 
nwh* the greatest caution was necessary* He, iti 
consequence, sent to Mozo-mah foe Lieutenant 
Gimpbel!] to join him with fifty- men. On this 
office? coming- out* he hud 150 muskets* two three- 
pounders, and n mortar* nntl about $00 friendly 
Negfths to fight on om - aide with, their spears. 

On the 9th February they were encamped at 
the village of JCede-mah, about two miles from 
Kekre^mnh* and" observed the enemy very busy- 
in making impediments on the path lending to 
the village t and so difficult and steep did the 
approach appear, that Captain Heed determined 
not to attack on the southern slope of the hill, 
but to ascend the mountain about a mile further 
north* On the 10th* therefore* n march wns made 
to the village of Kcgo-mah,, about two miles dis¬ 
tant,. and the troops eu camped near the river* 
which runs at the foot of the Xekrmm&h Moun¬ 
tains* where they halted for the night. This move 
puzzled the enemy considerably* aa they ware 
uncertain at what part of the mountain the ascent 
would he made. The next morning* the 11 th 
February* the troop nearly reached the top of 
the mountain without much molestation ; although 
an attack was attempted on the rearguard* and 
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one Coolie was wounded j who died thfl following 
night- 

The Advance guard, being urged on by the 
friendly STogahs, our allies, got too much in 
advance; but, having secured a good position osi 
a high piece of ground commanding the village, 
their fire was most effective- The enemy were 
now hotly engaged with our friendly Nagaha, 
lighting with the greatest desperation, and in the 
heat of battle attempting to cut off the heads of 
the Naguhe as they killed them* The Sipahees 
of the lit and find Assam Light Infantry, how- 
eve]', booh drove them out of the village, killing 
and wounding many of them- The guns were 
fired, which created the utmost consternation, and 
tlic enemy fled in every direction, utterly discom¬ 
fited, leaving 100 slain on the field of battle, 
including many of their moat noted warriors. The 
loss on our side was two No gabs killed and six 
wounded, and one ciimp follower hilled and one 
wounded. Wo believe the above estimate of the 
loss of the enemy to he far under the truth. It 
h currently reported that about BOO No gabs w'Ore 
kilted and wounded upon this occasion j and doubt¬ 
less many women and children were murdered by 
our ruthless barbarian allies, who show no mercy 
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iB battle, and delight in bloody warfare, exter¬ 
minating young and old. Captain Heed atitea 
that it was not biy ^vi^Si to dee-troy the village j 
hut, actuated by feelings of revenge, our NaguK 
auxiliaries sat fire to it on all aEdee, and a strong 
wind blowing at the time, the greater part of the 
houses were soon destroyed, with a great quantity 
of grain. Only about six bouses were saved in the 
centra of the village, in which the troops took 
shelter for the night, 

So determined and hostile were the enemy, that 
several times during th$ night they attempted 
to attack the troops, and it wkb found impossible 
to procure water for the troops during the night 
without great risk, the enemy lying in ambush in 
all directions. Even in the evening, wheu the 
Sipalieee were on the alert, and when the mortar 
was being fired, a cook sitting close to it wan 
wounded by a spear being thrown at him. The 
day after the battle, on the 13th, the troope re- 
turned to Kekre-mab, and met with no opposition 
on the way buck to Moio-moh. 

Thus fell Kekre-mah, offer One of the most 
bloody battles ever fought in Assam, The Govern¬ 
ment considered tho attack unavoidable, and most 
creditably conducted by Captain Heedj but the 
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expedition itself seemed scarcely to have been 
called for, and the burning- -of empty bauMS was 
regarded as on unnecessary piece of severity. It 
was not deemed desirable that a post should be 
maintained nt Mozo-mfthj and directions were given 
for the -immediate withdrawal of all the troops from 
the Hills to Dheemahpoor m t beyond which no mili¬ 
tary force was to be maintained, it being the wish 
of Government to abstain entirely and unreservedly 
from all concern or meddling with the teude of tlie 
numerous savage tribes beyond our own fron¬ 
tier. Thus terminated the tenth expedition to the 
Angahmee Jfagah hills, in March, 1&5L 
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CHAPTER XIII, 

tVld-jporti In Anam-^S-pKinwai vf AisaHtM xnmiic Ash&uc 

C'JKoaid, «c. 

Fhoh the vast extent of waste or jungle laud 
everywhere met with in Assam, there are, perhnpa, 
few countries that can he compared with it for 
affording diversion, of all kinds, for the English 
Sportsman. A shihang ol- sporting elephant is in¬ 
dispensable; anti when seated on the animal's back 
m a well-secured howdnh—a kind of square wooden 
tower containing shelves for four double-barrel 
guns^nll wild animals of the forest may be feor- 
lewly encountered anti overcome, But the reader 
must not imagine a field-day in Assam unattended 
with danger, or less exciting than fox-hunting; for 
at no time would it be safe or prudent to go alone 
on n solitary elephant, to bent through dense, high, 
and almost impenetrable reed and grass jungle: 
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though keen sportsmen frequently do so, and eujoy 
excellent sport. 

To ensure success and avoid danger, a party is 
generally formed of from three to twenty elephants ; 
making a grand line in this way, tigers, buffaloes, 
rhinocerijoes, (leer, and hogs, are all beaten out of 
their lairs,, and can seldom escape death except 
by flight. On many occasions, buffaloes rush down 
with awful fury upon the nearest elephant, when, 
unless the sportsman happens to be an expert 
shot, the elephant is gene rally gored and lace- 
rated in a frightful manner, and the mahout or 
driver of the elephant not unfrequently severely 
Injured. Sometimes the howdftb, or tower,, is 
thrown off 1 the elephant's hack by die shook sus¬ 
tained from the buffalo's charge, and the sports¬ 
man with his guns is hurled prostrate on the 
ground with this elephant. In this predicament 
nothing but the immediate assistance of another 
elephant prevents inevitable destruction* 

It is a noble sight to see the wild buffalo, wounded 
end rendered furious, Isis head armed with enormous 
horns, lowered to the ground, rushing down with 
the speed of a cannon-ball upon the timid ele¬ 
phant i who, however, being well trained, stands 
firm and receives the shock, which is truly terrific: 
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the elephant, if doe knocked down, is hurled back 
many yards by the violence and strength of the 
buffalo’s charge. 

At first, buffaloes that have long been un¬ 
disturbed by the sound of a gun, aeem to court 
danger, and proudly walk out to meet it, fiercely 
pawing the ground and tossing their heads; hut 
death-blows being dealt out freely to their com¬ 
panions, they become in time alarmed at the sight 
of the elephant and sportsman, when thph>- flight is 
so rapid that it ia no easy matter to come itp with 
them* In Lower and Central Assam largo herds 
of 100 buffaloes are frequently met with; the 
devastations committed on the paddy fields Is in¬ 
calculable, and numbers of lives arc annually lost 
from their attacks on the people. In one day’s 
sport it is no uncommon event for three or four 
sportsmen to shoot thirty boffaloes, twenty deer, 
and n dozen hogs, besides one or two tigftcfl. At 
times, a tiger, being surrounded by a field of ele¬ 
phants En a small patch of high grass, shows 
great sport J for as often as he is beaten up by the 
elephants, he turns round and with a tremendous 
roar rushes across the plain towards the nearest 
one, and jumps upon its head or stem; the 
elephant then becomes dreadfully alarmed, and 
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screeches out in the most terrific manner, shaking 
its body with all its power, to free itself from 
the claws of the enrnged monster cEinging to 
it. In this predicament the aporteman is help¬ 
less; as from the violent motion of the elephant, 
all ho can do is to hold fa-fat to the howdah^ for 
if thrown out, he would be torn to pieces; but a 
skilful sportsman, on perceiving the tiger’s approach 
towards hie elephant, will generally atop the rapid 
charge of the tiger by one or two well-directed 
shots, wliicli will either prove fatal, or no cripple 
the beast as to render his efforts to charge futile. 

Few elephants can be brought to stand repented 
charges of a tiger; if the sportsman fall to shoot 
the rigor in the first charge, the elephant in¬ 
stinctively seems to loss confidence, and no exer¬ 
tions on the pftrt of the mnliout enn induce the 
elephant again to encounter the danger of a 
second charge, by advancing to beat up the tiger 
concealed in the grass : a tiger 1 s charge is always 
desperately fierce, and seldom met without making 
its pursuers feel the power of its fangs and claws, 
and causing sometimes fatal accidents. 

Wot less exciting Is the rhinoceros hunt. This 
animal is found in the highest end moot dense 
reed jungle, generally near a river, or Blseel 
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Joke, in a very miry place* The squeaking grunt 
of this beast 13 peculiarly sharp and fierce, and 
the elephants became &o alarmed that few wait 
ita approach in the shape of a charge, but mostly 
quit the field with the utmost speed, scarcely 
giving the sportsman time to have a shot, If 
the rhinoceros succeeds in overtaking the elephant, 
it inflicts terrihla wounds on the haunches of the 
latter with its mouth, and with the horn on its 
nose endeavours to rip up the belEy of the elephant. 
Of aU the animals of the forest, the rhinoceros 
is most feared* from i(s destructive powers ; and, 
ns it possesses an enormously thick ski:s, it re¬ 
quires a good gun or rifle to bring it down. 
Nevertheless, we have known several rhinoceroses 
killed with one hall, if hit in a vital part; other- 
' wise, as with the buffalo, ten or fifteen balls may 
be fired without effect. The rhinoceros is found 
in every part of Assam. 

The most pleasant sport in Assam is deer shoot¬ 
ing; all kinds are found in great numbers, and in 
open plains many may be killed in a day, Black 
partridges, and the common gray purl ridge, are 
plentiful, and a few quail and hares may be 
found; but they cannot he pursued on foot, a a 
they Tie in the densest and most impenetrable 
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jangles, An elephant ie indiopensahlej and hut 
few sportsmen are- steady enough in ft liowdnh 
to bag* many head of game in a day, 

Aasam ia so intersected by rivers, that the 
Assamese prefer moving about in their little 
canoes to travelling by land j the Dooms 
or Kudeals (watermen) soem greatly to enjoy 
themselves on these boat trips, for they are 
always singing songs as they puddle along. A 
facetious friend has felicitoualy given mo the 
following version- of ono of tlteae boat songs 
universally sung throughout the province 
Assumes boat son&> 




B Step fL'j bflSLbf.1 eLifitL-lv £dbi& ; 

Rough fliiJ Jiorr:- ii:n rive r'a flowing., 

11*01 hot, Hurry bdt iTprry b<i| A«- 
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J 1 S«I the aun » fiat didoinfr 
To the pawn hii thirge renpilmg, 

EiM kill Tilery Lml, Hurry kl A™. 

. “ Full may, bey^, Retting ftufng, 

Theugh the rapid* wie nw nearing, 

Htm ljol, Horry M, Knriry he] Ace- 
11 lu the wtU-plied Aar coLlidin^, 

Sftft£y o'er diem TC AH gliding. 

Hem kl, Hurry kl, Hurry kl A«. 

Hl Keep her elwr that granite block there-, 

See, the cicura the toakcu rock there, 

Hflia kfl,EanJ kl, Huny bal Am. 

L< Nott tli* thniibiniil JangtrU aver, 

Nothing jjunj her tiMta* shall move her. 

Ram kl, Hurry M, Huny bal Am. 

J| Seffli ruHl imke the ghat, my Ltirtifi l 
Speed, the night id jon-inl [lArtie*, 

llam hat, Hitny kl, Harry kl Am “ 

For the anmsement of my fair readers, I 
have also added other specimens of Assamese 
harmony- 

AH ASSAMESE AIR. 
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“ SUad« are ialMiflg fisrt—pull awn/, 4i, boyr 

All eur tail: will hick IkJhieI— jrtiU away, gIik licy- 
11 Round Tlii.rr.Lj’fl's JMSlul Ht fltmr — pu[L HWJ1V, dt, luy ; 

Sot 1 I 1 -; IticVili Glint appear—pull away, ch h hey ■ 
w Strihe (tetUicT f*r j'fciir ]i«a—put I away, «tl t hey, 

T-flTrr.rd.i aiLr juv-eptheartS ii:l our wlv«—pull a'TR}', ell, hey. 
u Pini vie jiDofet the fragrant — pull away, ■eh, hey, 

Mtfrybetu; then will elumbara ipeeil—pull affay, eh, hay. 
“T7e mast rffltk 3f we wetililive—pnll awny, oh, hey; 
SnbLhwiJ] dLtf backihiah give—pull a\f&y„ oy, bey." 
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” CefiiO Urd jalil tlm merry rimed, 
Tripping over 0,i[ii.ii> gmnnd, 
Rata, Krishna, Hurry. 

14 ,Dmi» and ring we all isigbt lon^. 
This tha!f he i2ie miIj- Hop, 

Rain, KseiL ILi, Hurry, 
and imifio all the theme, 

ItU the nttldy manning beam. 
Wain, KrEili in, Hurry. 

11 Lei :hc mdfly rnt^Q arrive, 

It but sur long revive, 

Rani, Kriahm, Hurry. 
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Ll iiilfitl S 17 Jilt FcdiL- 1 * 7 , 

ULidie we']! Ein v tliToufilnuiL tiw i*y, 

Hi I si, KtJiiba, ] C-j-ry- 
,L LeJ JJi® [tiBlfttw up^Uidfi i«] tf; 

Lc - ihv wary jij:i dtociemi j 
SllLL :rj? m--g *1ijiLL I'iuii iso cad,! 

Raja, liristiLi, Hurry. 1 ' 

The character of the Assamese cannot he better 
illustrated/ than ’by noticing soma of their customs. 
In former times, none but the nobility, the Boorish 
Gohoin, Bur Palm Goliaiu, Bur Gohoin, who 
formed the thief council of the kingdom, were 
permitted to wear shoes; and to this day the 
Assamese strictly adhere to the custom, for shoes 
are not worn by the lower classes throughout 
the country. 

The right or title to rid* in a palkee or tlotn 
was, in ancient times, only enjoyed by the nobles, 
and they bad to pay for the honour of being per¬ 
mitted to ride its such a conveyance 1,000 rupees 
(100?.) to the Rajah, A short time since, q native 
judga, on being' asked why he did not use a pdftee, 
replied, ef Any one may now ride in a palkee; 
in former days, when wa paid 1,000 rupees to ride 
in a palkee or dola, then there wub some dignity 
in being thus conveyed, and none but men of rank 
were entitled to this privileged 
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Iu the ieigu of Komlwsurjlriiif from 1794 a<d. 
to 1S09 a.d., the Boom. Gohnin, or prime minister, 
egtoblishfid the practice of haying all the Dooms or 
fishermen marked on the forehead with the sign of 
a fish, pricked into the skin with the juke of 
the bela nut, which ia indelible. There was a 
Burttth w chief appointed to enforce the cuetom, 
ai5 d the fee received by Min was four annus for 
every person thus stamped. No fisherman could 
decline receiving the mark, hut all were required 
to submit to the operation; even iu the present 
day there arc fishermen still living in the Now- 
Gong district, hearing, the sign of a fish on their 
foreheads. 

The origin of tills barbarous custom is said to 
have been as follows:—On the occasion of some 
grand festival or meeting of Hindoos, a fisherman 
had accidentally been present* and, in eon sequence, 
the whole of the Hindoos had become contaminated, 
or lost caste, and purachit atonement was necessary. 
This, however, they thought could bo avoided by 
makmg' the fisherman a Hindoo, by allowing him 
to touch their foodj but the cii-cum stance reaching 
the Boots. Grimm's ears, ho directed the whole 
party to he instantly marked with the sign of n fish 
on the forehead. Another current story is, that 
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the custom was established to prevent the mixture 
of different castes, tvIjLcLi it wns supposed would 
ensure the stability of the respectable ciasu^ wnd 
their complete separation from any hiterconree with 
the lower orders. 

The class termed tionees or sweepers were snlj- 
jeot to a similar degrading 1 mark; oil of this gnule 
being stamped with the sign of a broom on the 
forehead. The king's kheU or clan of doolee Or 
palkee bearers were rtlso distinguished by having 
the sign of the kekaoree dob, n kind of [wilkce, 
prEcked into the skin of the right qrm. To en&me 
the separation of the different low classes from 
the higher orders, another striking distinction 
wns enforced: neither rnoosaulmeu, fishermen, 
sweepers, uoc braziers, were jiermiticd to wear 
long hair. The dooms or fishermen of the present 
clay not bearing the mfivk of n fish on their 
forehead, arc highly displeased at being coiled 
hv that name] they consider it a disgrace or 
insult, and insist on being called nuddealg, or 
watermen, which title in their estimation Is 
more honourable- In numerous ways the nobility 
find respectable classes raised up jn&upefiibie har¬ 
riers to secure their distinct ion and separation 
from the meaner castes. Ho person of low birth 
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could wear the chddcr or sheet mufllty thrown 
oyer the body ns ft covering', except it was folded 
on the left shoulder nnd not on the lightn 
Tti-eLr superatitiou is likewise apparent in their 
never cutting bamboos on a Saturday or Tuesday, 
supposing it to he unfortunate, nod that the atoms 
of the bamboo so cut will dry up and not shoot 
out again, A not uncommon custom prevalent in 
Assam, is to effect a marriage against the consent 
of parents. Every year in the month of April the 
Eehoo festival takes place; this being kept up 
with music, dancing, and rejoicing, and lasting 
Geven days, all classes are particularly fond of 
being present on this occasion. An unfortunate 
youth having failed to secure the consent- of the 
parents of the girl he has selected to he his wife, 
then has recourse to a strata gem to effect Ins 
object. He lays wait in the Tosd till the damsel 
passes by to the fair or festival with her female 
relatives, when, with the uid of hi a companions, 
he carries off the feigning reluctant bride, and 
immediately marries her privately ; when in n few 
days the parents are obliged to be reconciled and 
consent to a public marriage. 

During the Assam dynasty, this offence was 
punished with some severity j the offending youth 
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receiving forty stripes with a leathern strap on his 
naked buck. The season of the Behoo, or spring 
festival, however, lias always been claimed by thO 
female hsx cs a period of considerable license} and 
the exercise of their freedom within that period 
does not seem to be attended with any stain, 
blemish, or low of reputation. When the day of 
marriage has been fixed on, the bridegroom and 
bride are both bntbed daily for five or three days 
before marriage by the females of tins family, who 
bring two pots of water from the titer, morning 
and evening, and throw it over them; excepting on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays} on which days one pot 
only is thrown over the bride and bridegroom, is 
these d&ys are consecrated and unlucky, being 
called after tire planets. Mars and Saturn. 

If the funeral obsequies of parents be not per¬ 
formed, children camiot marry till they are, !Neitlier 
can a younger brother marry before the elder, 
unless the elder brother gives in writing bis per¬ 
mission to bis younger brother} after which the 
older cannot marry, as he is considered to have 
renounced all worldly connection; or if lie does 
marry ho is not associated with by his family, and 
is deemed on outcast or excommunicated. This 
custom, however, i-s hot strictly adhered to iti 
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Amato : I have known instances to tlie contrary 
unattended with the&a conseqcienees- The prteet 
was bribed and the community feasted, when the 
elder brother was permitted to marry after hia 
younger brother. 

■If a mnn dies inside n house, no Hindoo can eat 
in it afterward. or reside in it, as it has become 
impure; it is generally polled down and. burned, 
and a new house erected on the same spot- All 
Assamese when dying are, therefore, invariably 
brought out to die ict the open air on the bare 
ground, that the building may be preserved } and 
also to ensure tbe happier liberation of the spirit 
from the body. 

The general mode of fighting is abuse with gross 
foul language, pulling the hair, and striking with 
the elbow, not with clenched fist, .if a man has 
bis hair pulled in a .quarrel lie is dishonoured; 
be must disve off his. long locks immediately, 
and obtain purtuMt absolution from the priest by 
paying him a sum of money and giving a feast to 
the community ; as lie is excommunicated, and not 
considered a member of the society till the cere¬ 
mony of pumchit atonement has been performed. 

There are inany kinds of slaves in Ae&am, dis¬ 
tinguished by distinct appellations. The Mooruken 
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is a fcmd of chnpunca, neither servant, slave, nor 
equal, but partaking of all. The master provide 
the hlocmkea with a pair of bullocb nnJ a ploiiLfh. 
autl he tills his master^ land for two days. On the 
third Jay the Moorukeft may piongh his own ground 
with his master's bulloeka and plough* If he does 
not take his reward or wages thus,, by using his 
master^ tattle aiid implements of husbandry, he 
is a perfect slave, lives in Im master's house, la 
constantly fed and worked, and receives a share of 
the prodact. 
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CHAPTEli XIV, 

The 4i»trtsl of Stm-Clwnfi. 

I.v Joly, 1SS0, the district of Now-Gong was 
separated from Doming; nnd distinct civil esta¬ 
blishments were sanctioned, for carrying on busi¬ 
ness in the civil, criminal; and collectors' courts r 
The boundaries of the district arc forEfied, on the 
east, by the Dhunsceree and Deeyoug rivers and 
an undefined, unexplored; tract of country occupied 
by Angahroce Natalis j, on the wegt,by the Mcnguh 
of Dcsh Cumooreah in the Kamroop district] the 
Bavrumpootar on the nortU j and on the south; 
by Jyntea&f -and the Tytiognh river in Northern 
Cache r, nnd ei higll range of mountains Hepfirating 
Now-Gong from j\fujjeepooi r H Within tltis boun¬ 
dary the number of squitre miles in the whole 
district amounts to 8,7 IS. 

The hand-quartern of the Kill ah of Now-Gong 
have been removed to three different places since 
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it became a substantive division. It was first 
established by Ltaateoant Rutherford in July 
at Poornuah Godoun, in the midst of the 
village of Meeltir Halt, on the loft bant of the 
river Kullaug, eight miles oast of tha present 
station; hut this was given up in May, IBIMj, on 
account of the site being confined, and so densely 
inhabited that llicrc was no spare land to admit of 
public buildings being erected, eioept by tbs 
tnoval of the Ryutis. The second station selected 
was BunggagtiL's; bnt this was found to ba 
unhealthy, and not sufficiently central for the 
convenience of the people resorting to the courts; 
therefore, in June; 1839; the third and present sta¬ 
tion of Now-Gong was selected Oh the left bank of 
the Kulluiig river. Now-Goug is likewise called 
HuggTecjnu (Reed stream), from the name of a 
Bmall stream which has forced its way out of 
the KuLlimg river, a little above the station, on 
the opposite bank, and passing through T&lesa, 
Gown to the Ruopohee river, 

Now-Gong, it will b& admitted, enjoys as pretty 
a circle of cavniage roads as any ail lull in Assam* 
The road, winding along tha banks of the Moree 
KuUnng lake, is particularly picturesque, passing 
beautiful garde as, cultivated fields, and luucmer- 
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able hamlets, winch evince the comfort nnd iwo- 
sperity of tlae inhabitants. The road to Deemoo- 
roogooree, $ast of the stations, and leading on to 
Belogooree, which is »inc mites distant, presents 
at all times an animated scene, as the laud h 
in a state of high cultivation, and the whole 
country eeeme studded with ban'cee, or gardens, 
and flourishing villages. An extensive hmd road 
protects and secures the entire front of the station 
from annual deep inundations; but,notwithstanding 
this precaution, ns the soil is sandy, the water 
percolates through the bund-roads, and inundates 
the land: a common occurrence in Assam. At 
Now-Gong, nearly half the station is a sheet of 
water; and it cannot .well he otherwise, ns the 
station is low and full of hollows, or channels of 
the beds of rivers or streams that have taken otlier 
courses. Some little money has been oxponded on 
improvements by Government, but ev vast deal 
remains to be done before Now-Gong ton have any 
pretension to rank high in point of snlubrity. 

The public building at Now-Gong include n 
kacherry or court, a handsome end spacious edi¬ 
fice, iu which the principal assistant in charge 
of the district, n junior assistant, n sub-assistant, a 
sadder anteeu end mocnaifF (the native judges), 
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conduct business in the jadieinl, magisterial, mid 
revenue departments A new brick g*ao] and 
circuit house have likewise been constructed, and 
si brick thannoh utiil it record office wete erected 
in 1845-40. Tiierc are two ghats on the river, 
fLTid a stupendous bridge on sa.nl posts over the 
TCuthng river, SOS yards long, SO feet high, 
and 10 feet wide, was erected by the magistrates 
sin L&47- In the same year, the magistrates 
likewise erected a most substantial churchyard- 
wall of hriekj 150 feet (square. Tins wqs much 
required, as the sight of the exposed Christian 
graves in a heathen land, dnily desecrated by the 
natives,, and apparently utterly neglected and un- 
enred. for by Europeans, was discreditable, and 
led tc unfavourable impressions of tbeir rulers 
being formed by the Assamese. There are seven 
private bungalows-, three of brick, and four of]ftth 
and pUistei-, occupied by the priucijMil assistant, 
junior assistant, sub-assists nt, apothecary, and 
miastODAlUlL 

Although Wow-Gflug ie regarded by many as 
one of the hottest and most unhealthy stations 
jti Assam, some years* experience proves it to 
be as salubrious, if not more -so, than any other 
station in Assam. It is allowed that, at times. 
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the bpat is vary oppressive, and fevers of the 
ipost malignant kind prevail throughout tho 
district, fiomc parts of which cannot he visited 
in any season of tile yem- hy Europeans, 
without danger of being- prostrated by the 
deadly malaria of the dense, damp forests, and 
miry reed jungles- The diseases common at 
i^Off-Qong. su _ e described in the following extract 
from the medical annual report of Kow-Gang, 
made in 1843, hy Mr, Apothecary Simons:— 
«Tbfl climate of the station, through its situation 
on an open plain removed from the vicinity of the 
hills, is from all accounts salubrious; but, ns the 
changes, in the atmosphere and the periodical 
winds and. rainy Bfflson are tlie same hs. are 
eiperienced in the whole valley of Assam, it 
capnot differ very materially in point of henlthi- 
ness from any. of. the adjoining districts. The 
prevailing disease appear to bfl dysentery, 
diarrhoea, fever, spleen, scqwctla of fever and 
rheumatism, and ulcers. Dysentery attaelrs nil 
classes of the population, especially those in 
the habit of making use of opium. The convicts 
in the gaol appear to be the principal sufferers j, 
Owing, probably, to the disuse of opium while 
incarcerated, and other depressing causes d?pen~ 
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dept on confinement. Diarrhoea k the. next 
disease which produces such great mortality 
Omongat. the, population and prisoners. It is 
raise produced by the same causes aa dysentery, 
with this exception, that it is moro dependent 
on atmospherical changes and the use of in¬ 
ti igiestible and. crude food, Fevers of tho inter¬ 
mittent type an* the most com men, combined 
with affections of the spleen, anti frequently 
run on t» dysentery and diarrhoea- Remittent 
fevers are not very common, attacking, but few 
of the natives. In Europeans, the disease, being 
always accompanied with determination to the 
brain, generally proves fatal; and in them it is 
only produced by exposure in the surrounding 
country and vicinity of inarjihes. liheurnntism 
attacks but few, and is generally prevalent during 
tho ratny and cold season. Ulcers are produced 
amongst the convicts by tha chafing of the irons. 
Ttie endemic disease of this district is hronehoule, 
by which one-third of the population is affected; 
and it attacks Oven the residents, who are not 
natives of Assam. It seema apparently to he 
confined to females and males of lax fibre and of 
n cachectic disposition of body. The cause of 
the, disease is principally owing to the use of 
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stagnant mater, and residing in villages which 
are in the vicinity of extensive marshes, 

ff The monthly average range of the ther¬ 
mo-meter in ft brick bungalow in 1S51, taken by 
the medical officer of ^Now-Gong, ie shown by 
the following table* 

fC July, August, and September, are the hottest 
months, and from a number of years* experience 
we can state that, generally, the range of the 
thermometer is from 80 a to 92? in those months. 
The fill! of ntin, liteivEss, varies from sixty to 
eighty inches in the year*® 
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To facilitate the fiscal management of the dis¬ 
trict, it is divided into twelve tnehals or sections, 
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nud the revenue settlements cure made with £75 
wiongahe. The gross land revenue for 1851-h2 
was J ,54,500 fs. IS as. 3 p., and net revenue 
rs. 4 ns. 5 p.* Each poorah of a land is 
considered equal to an English acre and a quarter, 
which is taxed at different rates; the land on the 
plflhjs^ being the 1st cl use, at 1 r, 4 ns. per poorah \ 
all other klndjj or qualities at 14 as. per pocrnln 
In the Hills, hoes are taxed at 1 r, 2 ns. each, 
trod where the hoe tax is not in force^-amonget 
the Hill tribes of Nigaha, Kooldes, and Cactiarc«s 
-—lie uses are taxed at S as. .and 1 r., and the 
itfeebira at 2 re. 4 as. per house, for any quantity 
of land cultivated. Fisheries are said to heads of 
villages at so much for tbs take or pond for the 
year. The community are allowed to fish, in all 
Small ponds and grates, and no pond is let fas- less 
tlian £0 In no part of India is the rant so low 

us in Assam, and the fertility and productiveness 
of the soil cannot be disputed. 

Every Mozah, or village, is held by a Mongah- 
dar, nr chief of the community, who receives IS rs. 
Sos. per cent, on the amount collected from his 
inongahs, for the trouble of collecting the revenue 
from each ryutt, or peasant, and paying it into 
♦ Sk Tildes La AjjpraiHif. 
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the collector's treasury. The Mon guilder ia assisted 
in this labour by n. kagfuttee, or village accountant^ 
who measures the land and keeps accounts of 
the ryuttej or peasante* of tile extent and kinds 
of land occupied by each ryutt, and the amount 
of revenue to be paid by him yearly; and end] 
ryutt is furnished with n pottah of this account: 
that is ? a statement of the quantity ftnd kind of 
land in his pMO&jaion, and the sin omit of revenue 
he bos to pay annually. This statement, being 
signed by the collector, forms the ryutt's title- 
deeds, or right of possession to his laud, nnd ia a 
check on the Mcngahdftr, if he collects move than 
the amount at which the ryutt is assessed. Tho 
riliogo kagutfy received 2 i*s. 8 ns, per cent on 
tile revenue collected^ as a remuneration for hEs 
duties, A ticlilabj or pcon^ is also allowed to 
assist the Mongahdar in summoning the ryutts to 
pay him their revenue. 0na ticldah is sanctioned 
for every bOO rupees of revenue, whose remune¬ 
ration is d vO, per annum. 

The quantity of land granted in this district, 
for charitable and religions endowment denomi¬ 
nated kithiroj land, amounts pa, 0 s. 3 kg, 

13 J1. Out of tliis large tract of laud, only 0,078 p. 
Is, 4 ks. 10 Is, are undar cultivation, assessed at 
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half tlit khirnj or full rates, The remainder,, 
14,4-01 pa, 3 da.-fi kg., Sis,, is waste or jungle land. 
Tlieae grants have been sanctioned in thiity-tno 
decrees, eight on the production of the customary 
copperplates of the ancient kings of Assam, and 
twenty-four on oval testimony. 

The population of the district is estimated hy 
Captain Butler, Principal Assistant-Commander, 
at 248$ 05 persona, esclusivo of Angahmae and 
Reitgmah NogfttLS, a mounti tig to 104,140. 

In different parte of the district. Government 
has established fourteen vernacular schools for 
tbo instruction of the Assamese population; 
scholars are registered in the school, and the 
average daily attendance is 003. The expense of 
the schools amounts to 1,000 re. per annum. The 
proficiency attained by the hoys at these institu¬ 
tions is very low indeed ; few stay longer than is 
sufficient to enable them to rend and write a 
common petition and a little arithmetic, with a 
slight knowledge of surveying in use in Assam, 
When their education is, in their own opinion, 
complete, they ove qualified to become village 
tnguttees* or writers. 

One of the greatest impediments to the advance¬ 
ment of education in Assam, is the indifference 
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with which it is received by the respecfnblc classes, 
They show no wish whatever to see the rising 
generation educated, or made wiser than them- 
salves: in fact, I am half inclined to believe that* 
if the higher classes could prevent the youth of 
A jwun from being instructed), they would not 
hesitate to do no. The supinenesa and indifference 
of the most influential men in the district, the 
Bishoyalis, or Mong&hdars, cun scarcely he ima¬ 
gined, except by those in personal .and constant 
intercourse with them. They seldom visit the 
schools, and when required to repair or build a 
school-house, they deem it n kind of oppression: 
it is, indeed, lamentable to "witness the lukewarm¬ 
ness of the native gentry of Assam in regard to 
education. To this caose chiefly, and to the fact 
that the only disaffected subjects of Government are 
in the want of efficient schoolmasters, ca tt be justly n t- 
tributed the circumstance that no greater progress 
has been made in instructing the youth of Assam. 

Another great obstacle to the spread of know- 
ledge throughout Assam, is the influence of the 
priesthood, who employ most oppressive modea 
of keeping the people in snbj action to them¬ 
selves, through grass ignorance and superstition * 
Although the priests ore interdicted from collecting 
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more than the Government-rate of Khirnj land, 
there is little doubt but that twice that amount is 
exacted : indeed the Ryuttg nve mere slaves* and 
oblig ed to be at the call of the Udheekury or chief 
priest, for ahy service he thinks proper to com¬ 
mand. So great is the oppression of these priests, 
that nearly two-thirds of their grants are per¬ 
fectly waste. It would be well if their tyranny 
was confined to exacting the utmost of the produce 
of the latid the Kyutta can give} but this is not 
ell. They demand fromthe Ryutta, on a variety 
of picas* Bagae Khundm* or Hath Khurch 
money, to defray present necessities; Bufgtmec* 
a general tax; Magutiee* or free gifts of dlian* 
suvsoo, oil* and rice; Morechft* or fees on mar¬ 
riage; end SnlnmeOjOr presents on appointing 1 their 
servants to conduct the fiscal duties of the ghutfro 
lend. 

The U(lhcckary } or chief priest* likewise exer¬ 
cises the power of excommunication for civil of¬ 
fences ; oud, nihil the offenders pay a heavy fine 
and receive putschit absolution* they are ex¬ 
cluded from society and are perfect outcasts: ]io 
one daring to associate, or to eat* or drink with 
them* or to lend them any assistance whatever. 
Rather* therefore, than incur the displeasure of 
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the chief priest, the Hyutta ^vill submit to Almost 
any oppression that- eon be imagined* 

Thu very great eonsideratiou shown to these 
priests by allowing; them such nn extent of country 
cm one-half Khiraj rate*, would, from any other 
class of men, ImvO called forth the utmost grati¬ 
tude ; but the reverse is the case with theae in- 
satiate priests. * Though they had lost everything 
under tlae Burmese rule, and on the British con¬ 
quest acquired grants to which they had lost all 
title or claim, yet they may truly be said to he 
the only disutfocied subjects oi Government in the 
plains of Assam* The priests, ill short, may be 
considered the greatest impediment we have t* 
contend with, m enlightening the rising genera¬ 
tion. Possessed of great power over the minds 
of ttLo people* bigoted, ignorant, and avaricious, 
they do not promote, in the smallest degree, 
through the meane at their disposal, the education 
of the people* 
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CHAFTBE XV. 

Tiic f.iiiLW p™pjcticf tile dinriet- 

l]iB district of Ifow-Gong-, being intersected hy 
numerous rivers and streams, nil mnre or le&a 
navigable for many months in the year, is thug 
rendered particularly mneJ], adapted for commerce. 
The soil is rich \ it abounds in fine forests of 
eawl timber in Dantiptir, with this advantage over 
other ports of Assam, that from no point bug the 
timber to be conveyed a greater distance than four 
miles to a navigable stream. Coal also has been 
met with in several places, though it lias not yet 
been thoroughly- examined as to extent or quality; 
but mines will doubtless bo worked to supply 
steam era ere long. Limestone is found in abundance 
in Northern Cachar; but it has not yet been burned 
in any quantity. 

Tha staple products of the district are rice, 
mustard-seed, cotton, silk, lac, wbi, sugar, treacle, 
ivory, and opium. 
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In 1347, there were 3,420 poorahs of land cul¬ 
tivated with opium ; and, calculating that a poorali 
of land yields 10 seers of cotton cloth saturated 
with konse or opium, the annual produce was 
COO mounds 20 seers, which ie equal to 48,320 lbs- 
Valuing it at the average rate of 3 rs. per seer, 
(.he Ryutts realized from the salt of opium 
1,21,300 rj. There ia no article of commerce 
sought after with such intense avidity in Assam 
a* kfltLut! or opium ; qnd its baneful effects can only 
be appreciated by those who witness the degene¬ 
racy of tha people- It is consumed by all classes, 
high and low, i'icTl and poor, old and young, men, 
women, and even children; and its consumption is 
limited only by the puree or means of the opium 
cater. It is affirmed that the ecstatic delight of 
the confirmed opium eater ia so great that ha 
cannot, or would not for all the world, forego his 
daily dose of the pernicious drug; and wo know r of 
no instance of n person having relinquished the 
habit, who had once been enslaved. 

Two-thirds of the population arc addicted to the 
use of opium, and the tendency to the increase 
of crime, consequent thereon, moat be admitted. 
When individuals are brought up before the magis¬ 
trate, charged with larceny and burglary, nine out 
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of ten invariably state that they committed Hie 
crime to procure opium, No extra tax is levied 
on opium ; but there is little doubt hut that if b 
heavy to* were Impend on its cultivation, the drug 
would not be raiseil to such an silent, and con- 
sequent!/ the price would be greatly enhanced, 
so tli at the Hyatts could not afford to purchase it. 
The richer classes would then enjoy the luxury, 
while tlio mass of tho peoplB being gradually 
weaned from the habit by the increased taxation 
on opium, would, probably, in the course of time 
give it up altogether. Opium ia now sold to the 
people by Government; but, unless a high tax be 
imposed on the cultivation of opium in Assam, its 
consumption will not diminish: when it can only 
he procured by purchase, the peopla will learn to 
do without it, or a much smaller quantity than 
they now grow in the gardens will he consumed. 

In no district in Assam are the people in move 
prosperous circumstances than in Now-Gong. 
Else, their common food, is cheap and abundant; 
numerous rivers and lakes afford a plentiful supply 
of fish; their gardens furnish vegetables and fruit; 
and the climate rendering but little clothing 
itecessJu-y, with a trifling revenue to pay, they 
have every reason to be satisfied and contented; 


£40 TliAYEL9 IN AStiAM. 

and, I believe, they nro grateful tor tba protection 
of the British Gowumwit- 

With all these advantages, however, they arc a 
licentious, degraded rocs, and appear degenerating 1 
rapidly. Numbers of children die annually, and 
the period of their existence seems diminishing. 
Few adults attain old age, and we almost despair 
of the population increasing 1 , or of their condition 
beiu^ ameliorated by education or the acquiremant of 
more industrial tidbits. In time, the Assamese might 
intermarry with tlic athletic Hill roues, but these, 
unfortunately, on becoming partially civilized by 
nrixmgf with and marrying Ajaunese, grow nd- 
tlLctcd to the use of opium, and deprive us of the 
hope of a hafdier or mol's enterprising race even¬ 
tually springing up in Assam. Opium, it ie enid, 
was first introduced into Assam in 1704 from 
fieri gal, when our troops aviated the Eojali against 
the Muttucks; since then it has spread over the 
whole country, and deteriorated and enfeebled the 
population. 

Previously to the conquest of Asaora, in 1634, 
the inhabitants of Jyntoca were in tlie frequent 
habit of capturing our subjects in Syc-het, to offer 
up as ucrificu ut tha shrine of Knlee. In 1833, 
two British subjects were passing along tha high 
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road in Assam, when they W suddenly seized 
and carried up into the Hilts in the neighbourhood 
of Groba, iu the Xow-fioug district After haring 
been decked out with new clothes but) jewels, they 
were led away to be sacrificed, together with two 
other pel's*ns, also subjects of the British Govern¬ 
ment, One of the individuals, however., succeeded 
iu unmddng 1 hie escape, and on his return to the 
plains, he gave information of vrhot had occurred \ 
nud aa no tidings were ever afterwards heard of 
the three other individuals, little doubt retrained 
but that they wore* sacrificed. The chief had 
been frequently required lo surrender the guilty 
individuals, but nil to nopurpowj and there being 
strong ■ reason for believing that the chief had 
wilfully screened the perpetrators of this horrible 
crime, (he G over no r-Ge o cm 1, Lord Wilburn lien- 
tinck, in February, 1BUC-, confiscated all Ids terri¬ 
tory situated in the plains. Dantipar consequently 
beemne annexed to tlie district of Noiv-GSoug; and 
theae horrible atrocities were put a stop to. 

Tbo barbarous prnctiees of the Burmese, who, 
in their invasion of Assam, toossacred great num- 
bera of the inhabitants in cold blood, arc still 
remembered by the people of this district, and 
spoken of with horror and indignation. In 
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ISKWKJj A.!)., on the banks of the Kultuiig river, 
in Ckotopotong Mong&li (on the estate occupied 
by Lukby I-Iuicanetij of infamous memory as the 
informer anti destroyer of 3ns countiymon^ the 
ilmpfliage apprehended a vast number of men, 
women, find children, that they might slaughter 
them in a summery manner, in revenge for Hie 
Opposition made to theHurmeae army atGowahflttee. 

To strike terror into the minds of the inhabitants, 
fifty men were decapitated m one day. A 3urge 
building was then erected of 3mm boos and gross, 
with a l'tiised bamboo ] do [form; into tins bouse 
were thrust men, children, mad poor innocent 
women with infant^ mad n large quantity of fuel 
buying been plated round the building, >it whs 
iguited!: in a few' minutes—it is said by wit¬ 
nesses of the Keene now living—two hundred per¬ 
sons were consumed in the flames, merely because 
they bud the misfortune fo be related to those 
who had screed in the Assamese army against 
the TJiirmesc. 

Mirny individual*, who escaped from these mas- 
Siieres, have assured me that innumerable horrible 
flvte of torture and barbarity wpre also resorted 
to on that memorable day by theue inhuman 
Mivu|res. All who were suspected of being mimical 
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to the reign of terror, were seized aid bound by 
Snnnffie exccutioiter&, who cut off the lobes of tlio 
poor victims’ ears and! choice portions of the bodj^ 
Ouch as tins points of the shoulders, find actually 
nte the raw flesh before the living; sufferers. They 
then inhumanly inflicted, with a sword,deep hut not 
mortal gashes on the body, that the mutilated might 
die slowly, end finally closed the tragedy by disem¬ 
bowelling tlie wretched victims. Otlser diabolical 
acta of cruelty, practised by these monsters of 
humanity, havo been detailed to mo by persons 
now living with a minuteness which leaves no 
doubt of the authenticity of the filets; but they 
arc so shocking that I cannot describe them. ' 

I will turn from these cruelties, so revolting to 
humanity, and with pleasure place on record (lie 
improvement* that have taken place in Assam 
under British rule. 

When I first came to Assam in 1837, there 
were but few brick bungalows with glass doors in 
the province, and every station was lost in jungle 
and swnmpe; but vast improvements have been 
effected. Brick bungalows with glass dom-e, brick 
gaols, courts of justice, record officer, and trea¬ 
suries, are everywhere to be met with. ItoadSj and 
bridges of brick, iron, and wood, are being con- 
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strutted, and the Sudder stations art beginning to 
Bhow the advance of civilisation. Tlie revenue 
being better superintended, has augmented, but not 
to tlmt citent which might have been expected had 
the population gone on increasing;: tho oldest 
residents, howevet, can scarcely venture to eny that 
the populatioo has much incramscd. "This may 
he accounted for by the fact that thousands are 
annually swept off by fevers, cholera, dysentery, 
and small-pox J white the numerous deaths of chil¬ 
dren, unit tins too prevalent use of opium, deprive 
li? of all hope of a dense population for ages to 
come. 

Immense tracta of forest still remain untilled ; 
while tlia apathy, want of enterprise, and few 
necessities of the people preclude us aleo from 
anticipating that the Assamese will become a great 
trading people with the province, of Bengal. As 
far as their effeminacy find want of energy will 
permit, however, it is satisfactory to Hud that 
they arc in better circumstances I him thu peasantry 
la any other part of India, and (appreciate the 
blessings of British rule. 

If the American Baptist Missionaries should 
hereafter succeed in rata log up a Christian com¬ 
munity, we cannot doubt hut that the result would 
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be most beneficial An orphan institution has 
already been established by thorn at Now-Gong, 
and about twenty orphan children have thus met 
with an asylum/ which will provide both for their 
temporal and moral wauls. establishment 

ia so wall conducted as to merit the rapport of the 
Christian community ■ the children, male and 
female, are taught to read ond write, and in¬ 
structed in the principles of Christianity, W hen 
they attain the yeera of discretion, we may look 
forward to the formation of a Christian village of 
cultivators; and from this class we may eventually, 
with the blessing of Providence, anticipate the 
spread of the Gospel throughout the province. 
Hitherto, however, few native converts have been 
made; nevertheless, soma progress has been effected 
in educating the people, and mailing them capable 
of understanding the Gospel. 

The American Baptist Missionaries, at Scebea- 
gbur, publish a monthly illustrated newspaper in 
the Assamese language. It Is very creditably got 

up, and diffuses useful knowledge with morality i 

so that, if read, it must be attended with the best 
results, by enlarging the minds of the natives, and 
■riving them correct ideas of the English Govern¬ 
ment and Other nations. 
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The English residents hive not been less mind¬ 
ful of their spiritual wants. They have collected 
subscription^ and erected a handsome church at 
Gewnhnttefl, and a small chapel at Texporc. A 
pretty church is likewise completed at. Dibraogkurj 
in U pper Assam ; and a minister of the Church of 
England^ who resides permanently at GownhatteCj 
makes an. ouou&l tour to all the stations in 
Assam, 
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A. 

Abstract of the trcnty nmda with Tool-earnm S^naputlee 
by GftpEua Jenkins, Agent to the Governor- Gen am, I, 
3rd November, 133^ 

n let, Tooleerimi resigns to Government aJlthc tram of 
country disputed by him rsnd Go bind Tam, and Doorgah- 
ram, viz.: iU the land lying between the ti ve rj Muhwur 
and Dceyong to their jmict ion north, and all that portion 
of the country between (he. Dcoyeng nM the Kopce rivem 
till they join on the north* 

"2nd. Excepting the tract rcboYfi noted, the boundnriee 
of the country to remain in hi; possesion. art fr-nned 94 
follows i on the south, the Muhntir river and Nagidj hiLLjj 
the Deeyong-river on the west i the Dhutiscerca river on 
the east, and the Deeyoug and Jummocnah rivers On the 
north. For this territory Toolearflin agrees to pay tribute 
annually, four pairs of Elephants' Lusks, each pair weighing 
thirty-fivc sccrt, 

“3rd- As long na Toolecram liven he will receive frwtt 
Government a pension of fifty rupees ptr rntnKm t and 
promptly obey all order* issued to Lira by nny officer of 
the British Government. 
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“4th, TJm British Government noay locate trOOps in 
any part of the country, and Tooleemm is bound to supply 
them with provisions and coo lice, receiving payment Car 
the AMOft. 

" Sth. Toe-lcoram wit! decide ali potty offences, accord mg 
to the custom of the country, and govern the people in 
such a manner os Khali bo satisfactory to them. Case* of 
murder, daealLy, and Other heinous offences occurring, bft 
is to investigate immediately, and apprehend til person* 
concerned, and forward thorn to the European authorities 
wherever he may be directed. If any offender tabes 
refuge within Ilia territory, be will immediately apprehend 
hiin and deliver him ower to the constituted Authorities. 

“fltla Toolccram has no Authority to levy taxta Or ftua- 
toma on dm T Ivors Deny png, Mnliaur, and Jumnrioptiub. 

"7th. If Toolocnun'H territory ia invaded by an enemy, 
bo will report the circumstance to G-ovonunenb when 
trOOpa will be (limubcd lo maintain Jiim in possession of 
his country: but lift ia not to go to war with any Sfnlo 
witliout tlie sanction of Government-, 

J< 8th. Jloogalnlers in the British territory will not 
prevent ltyults resorting to- Tooleerm» f s territory, and he 
wilt twt aifor any impediment to their departure fitfin his 
jurisdiction. 

“9th, If Tooleemm acts contrary to any of the above 
stipulations^ or governs lilt subject* unjustly, them tho 
territory nmy be otherwise (Ils^iosol! of; or the British 
Government may attach it, and retain permanent posses 
riort of Et/ J 
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